Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA

July 7 and 14– 14th and 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
, (T)
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Mr. Steven Restrepo– Seminarian
Mr. Hung Tran– Seminarian

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
4:00 pm
Vigil
Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the
Penance Room at the lowe c
c or by
appointment
CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-K through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of July is dedicated to

The Most Precious Blood

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
The manner of receiving holy Communion
How we handle objects says a lot about how we regard them. When looking at fine jewelry, for example, we are
mindful to handle the gems carefully. When observing fine works of art, we don’t even touch them at all. When we
hold a baby or hug a loved one, we do so gently and with care. The things we handle carefully are usually the
things we hold in high esteem.
When it comes to the holy Eucharist, the living sacramental presence of Jesus Christ, this should be true all the
more. Because we believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Eucharist—body, blood soul and divinity—we
reserve the Eucharist in a secure tabernacle, constructed of the finest materials available. We situate the tabernacle in a place of honor in the Church, usually in the center of the sanctuary, and we genuflect before it.
To reverence our Lord’s sacramental presence, we use chalices and patens for the celebration of the Eucharist, not
ordinary dishes. We call these “sacred vessels.” Made of precious metal, they are set aside for sacred use only. Priests and deacons wear beautiful vestments during the celebration of the Eucharist and most of us, out of respect for our Lord, put on our “Sunday best” when we head to Mass.
When we receive our Lord in holy Communion, we should receive him in the way we encounter a loved one: with
reverence, care, gentleness and humility. For in the holy Eucharist, the Catechism of the Catholic Church notes,
"Christ, God and man, makes himself wholly and entirely present” (1374).
Recently, Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect for the Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments, encouraged Catholics to consider receiving holy Communion on the tongue as a “sign
of adoration that needs to be recovered.” When we do so, he said, we “know that we are before God himself and
that he came to us and that we are undeserving.” To receive the Eucharist on our tongue, he said, is to signify our
humility before the Lord and to recognize that it is God himself who feeds us.
For this reason, some Catholics choose to receive the Eucharist not in their hands, but directly on their
tongues. Receiving the sacred host on our tongue ensures that we do not treat Christ’s presence as an ordinary
piece of bread.
Reception of holy Communion on the tongue has been a tradition of the Church for more than 15 centuries. It began, largely, as an effort to affirm that the Eucharist was not a symbol or a ritual, but the living presence of Jesus
Christ. In recent years I have observed that a growing number of young Catholics, particularly seminarians, choose
now to receive holy Communion on the tongue.
To be sure, the Church permits Catholics to receive the Eucharist either on the tongue or in their hands, at the discretion of the one receiving holy Communion. Both modes of receiving holy Communion have their own value and
their own beauty.
Some Catholics feel more comfortable receiving the Eucharist in their hands. For some, touching the Eucharist
makes them feel more connected to Jesus Christ himself. It takes humility to accept the Lord, present and visible,
in our own hands. Many of the Fathers of the early Church recognized that our hands could be a “throne” for receiving holy Communion—the Lord, the King of Kings. To make a throne for the Lord with our hands is to signify
our total commitment to worship and to Christian service.
Catholics who receive in the hand should ensure, above all, that their hands are clean as they prepare to literally
touch the presence of Christ. When they receive, St. John Damascene counseled that they should put their hands
“in the form of a cross.” They should receive right away, not when they return to their seat. To pluck, grab or pull
the Eucharist into their hands is a sign of great disrespect and could lead to accidentally dropping the sacred host.
An even greater danger and sacrilege is the possibility of someone stealing a host for trivial or even evil purposes.
Sadly, this actually happens.
As we prepare to receive the new English translation of the Roman Missal on the first Sunday of Advent, let us take
this opportunity to reflect on the manner in which we receive our Lord in holy Communion. It is my hope and prayer
that we not only use this historic moment in the liturgical life of the Church to celebrate a new English text of the
Roman Missal, but that we also make this a time of true liturgical renewal in every aspect of our worship and communion with the Lord.
Some may choose to receive the Lord on the tongue while others choose to receive in the hand. All of us should
receive with great reverence and respect. And to demonstrate reverence and respect, the Church asks us to offer
a slight bow of the head immediately before receiving holy Communion. For to receive our Lord in holy Communion
is, indeed, the most profound union we can have with God this side of eternity.
Excerpted from the Denver Catholic Register’s New Roman Missal series.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
781-449-3744
Registration for the 2019– 2020 School Year
Registration has begun ...You may pay your tuition online.
Please go to the Parish website and click on Religious Education for the link to the registration form. You may also
stop by the Religious Ed. office at the Rectory Mon. through Thurs. 9 - 4.Tuition is $100 per student with a family
cap of $300.
Class assignments are on a first- come, first- served basis. In order to efficiently plan for teachers, books, and materials we encourage early registration.
Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the Good Samaritan
Background on the Gospel Reading
As Jesus continues his journey to Jerusalem, he is confronted by a scholar of the
law who wants to test him. In the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Jesus is asked
about the greatest commandment. Here, in Luke's Gospel, the lawyer asks what
we must do to inherit eternal life. In the other two Gospels, Jesus answers the
question by quoting Deuteronomy 6:5, on loving God with all your heart, and
Leviticus 19:18, on loving your neighbor. Here Jesus asks the expert to answer
this question, “What is written in the law?” The man is caught and responds with
Deuteronomy 6:5. This verse is one of the most important prayers in Judaism,
and it was said twice a day in Jesus' time. Love
of God and love of neighbor are what is required for eternal life. Jesus' response is simple, “Do this and you will live.”
Vincent van Gogh

Having been shown up by Jesus, the lawyer tries another question: Who is my
neighbor whom I must love like myself? In the society of Jesus' time, with its distinctions between Jews and Gentiles, men and women, clean and unclean, this
was a trick question. Jesus responds with one of the most beautiful of all the parables, the Good Samaritan. It is found only in Luke's Gospel.
The road from Jerusalem to Jericho descends 3,300 feet in just 17 miles. Its narrow passes and rocky terrain made it an easy place for bandits to wait for travelers. The traveler in this parable is identified only as “a certain man.” Luke uses
this phrase in many of his parables so that the audience, Jew or Gentile, could
identify with the man. After the attack, the man is left for dead, naked and bleedThe Good Samaritan
ing on the side of the road. A priest comes along, but rather than helping, as one
about 1562-3, Jacopo Bassano
might expect, he moves to the other side of the road. Another religious person
comes along, a Levite who assists in the Temple. His reaction is the same as the
priest's. Both of them choose to not even find out if the man is alive. A third person comes along. The listeners
would probably expect him to be an Israelite. This would make the parable a criticism of the religious leadership.
Instead he is a Samaritan, an Israelite's most hated neighbor. Samaritans were descendants of Jews from the
northern part of the country, who had intermarried with Gentiles and did not worship in Jerusalem. The Samaritan
not only goes over to the injured man but cleans his wounds, puts him on his own animal, takes him to an inn to
recover, and promises to pay all his expenses. The hated enemy is the compassionate neighbor in this parable.
Jesus has demolished all boundary expectations. It is not social definitions such as class, religion, gender, or ethnicity that determines who is our neighbor. A neighbor is a person who acts with compassion toward another. The point
becomes not who deserves to be loved as I love myself, but that I become a person who treats everyone with compassion.
When Jesus asks the lawyer who was the neighbor in the story, the lawyer can't bring himself to say it was the
Samaritan. All he says is that it was “the one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus' response was similar to that of the
first discussion: “Go and do likewise.” The lawyer, and we, know what is right. The key is to do it.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
THE HOLY FATHER’S
Prayer Intention for
JULY, 2019

Universal – Justice
That those who
administer justice may work with integrity and
that the injustice which prevails in the world
may not have the last word.

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL
12-HOUR ADORATION

St. Bartholomew’s Church
Tuesday, July 16,
9:30 AM – 10 PM

Adoration will begin after the 9 AM Mass on
Tuesday, July 16, and conclude with Benediction
just before 10 PM on the same day.
For St. Joseph’s Parish- To schedule a period of
time for Adoration and prayer, please sign up at the
two back entrances to the church. We need a
minimum of two people for each one-hour shift.
Please sign up by Sunday, July 14.
If you cannot sign up, please stop by to pray. For
further information, please contact Trudy Colburn at
781-444-5782 or trudycolburn@me.com or Phyllis
Mays at 781-453-0051 or maysp@rcn.com.

Bishop Robert Barron’s new video series,
The Pivotal Players, will be shown at
St. Joseph Parish Lower Church–
7pm to 8:30 pm.
Tuesday, July 9, 2019
 Saint Catherine of Siena: The Mystic
Tuesday, July 16, 2019
 Blessed John Henry Newman: The Convert
Tuesday, July 23, 2019
 Saint Thomas Aquinas: The Theologian
Tuesday, July 30, 2019
 Michelangelo: The Artist

5th Annual Quo Vadis Retreat
July 18–21
St. John Seminary and Boston College
Quo Vadis Retreat is a 4 day camp for young catholic
(male) adolescents of Junior High and High School
age 13–18 to deepen their faith and learn more about
all vocations, and better discern God’s call in their
lives.
COST: $90 (Financial assistance may be provided)
Register at
QUOVADISBOSTON.COM OR
VOCATIONSBOSTON.ORG

School is out … which means all drivers should use
extra caution in any areas that children frequent – including playgrounds, parks, ballfields, beaches,
etc.

Beware of children on
bicycles or skates.

If interested please see Seminarian Steven Restrepo
after Mass, at the Rectory or email

FOOD DRIVE
Remember, your food
donations benefit local
neighbors in need.
The Needham Community
Council is also an important resource for our elderly
and disabled residents. Please support the food drive
all summer. Thank you.
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SUPPORTING SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Your ongoing support of the Offertory and Grand
Annual collections fund the life and ministries of
St. Joseph Parish. Please prayerfully consider
making your participation intentional and
sustained, especially through Online Giving.

Online Giving allows you to make contributions to
the parish without writing checks or worrying
about cash donations, and it allows the parish to
manage monthly expenses based on consistent
support. You can sign up for Online Giving either
on your computer or smartphone.
On your computer:
1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com.
2. Click on the Online Giving Link and Register
Now.
On your iPhone or Android device:
From either Apple App Store or Google Play,
search for the app called Online Giving.
Install and then Register to set up a new account or
Sign-In for existing account.
Please include your envelope number when
creating your account. You can then set up onetime or recurring payments to the Weekly or
Monthly Offertory Funds and manage your levels
throughout the year. Online Giving also provides
for one-time payments to other funds such as the
Capital Campaign or second collections.

Rose for Life
Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn.
This week July 7, roses are donated by
Barbara and Jim Tierney, Bea Thompson,
Gary and Rita Bailey Family and Bill Jones.
This week July 14, roses are donated by
Marianne Bailey, in memory of Martha Bates and
Peg and Joe Finneran.

Saturday, July 6
4:00
Bernard McCabe– Memorial
Sunday, July 7
8:00
James Donovan- Memorial
9:30
Teresa Srubarczyk- Memorial
11:00
Adrienne Garrido- Memorial
Monday, July 8
6:50
9:00
In Thanksgiving to God
Tuesday, July 9
6:50
9:00
Sarah L. Trudeau– Memorial
Wednesday, July 10
6:50
Conversion of Sinners
9:00
Thursday, July 11
6:50
Emily Grace Kildea and Florence Stamm
9:00
Barry McDonough- Memorial
Friday, July 12
6:50
In Thanksgiving to God
9:00
Russel Derenzo- Memorial
Saturday, July 13
8:00
Lillian Courtney- Memorial
4:00
Sunday, July 14
8:00
Ray Keyes- Memorial
9:30
Robert and Mary Reddington– Memorial
11:00
Margaret and Francis McAuliffe– Memorial
Monday, July 15
6:50
Helen Furlong– Memorial
9:00
Grace and Joseph Macrina— Memorial
Tuesday, July 16
6:50
Aldona Svelnis– Memorial
9:00
Wednesday, July 17
6:50
9:00
Gino Manna– Memorial
Thursday, July 18
6:50
Holy Souls in Purgatory
9:00
Regina Meagher– Memorial
Friday, July 19
6:50
9:00
Saturday, July 20
8:00
4:00
Emilia Caiazzo- Memorial
Sunday, Sunday, July 21
8:00
Esperanza Bernal– Memorial
9:30
The People of Saint Joseph Parish
11:00
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(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.
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to schedule a date. A
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least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

