Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA

September 22nd —25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Mr. Steven Restrepo– Seminarian

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
Vigil

4:00 pm

Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence

The month of September 2019 is dedicated to
Our Lady of Sorrows

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
Being Christ-bearers for peace
In reading the letters of St. Paul, one is struck by his persistent urging of his fellow believers to live lives worthy of
what they have become as a new creation in Christ: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away. Behold, the new has come!” (2 Cor 5:17. See also Ephesians 4:1; Philippians 1:27)
Here is Paul’s spiritual exhortation to the church of Colossae, reminding the people of their call to live in Christ in all
things. His words are timeless and still meaningful for us today:
“Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all
and in all.
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord
has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians 3:11-17).
We live in a contentious and divided country and world. In the words of Mother Teresa, “Words which do not give
the light of Christ increase the darkness.” Therefore, let us counter the darkness with the Light. Let us bear the
name of Christian worthily. Let the peace of Christ control our hearts. And let us be Christ-bearers in the world for
that peace which the world cannot give (John14:27).
Fr. David C. Michael, Pastor
Vatican City, (CNA) - Catholics and Muslims prayed in Vatican City Wednesday for the victims of the Sept. 11 attacks and of every act of terrorism.
The prayers were a part of the first meeting of a new committee created by the
United Arab Emirates for implementing the goals outlined in Pope Francis and the
Grand Imam of al-Azhar Ahmed el-Tayeb's joint statement on human fraternity
signed in Abu Dhabi Feb. 4.
According to the Holy See Press Office, the committee chose to meet Sept. 11 as
"a sign of the will to build life and fraternity where others sowed death and
destruction."
The committee is made up of seven members: two from the Roman curia and five members from the UAE and
Egypt. The group selected Bishop Miguel Angel Ayuso Guixot, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious
Dialogue, to be the committee president.
Bishop Ayuso is one of 13 men selected by Pope Francis to be elevated to the rank of cardinal Oct. 5.
Pope Francis greeted the committee members Sept. 11 in Casa Santa Marta and gave each of them a copy of the
"Document on Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together."
The document on human fraternity, often referred to Abu Dhabi declaration, invites "all persons who have faith in
God and faith in human fraternity to unite and work together so that it may serve as a guide for future generations to
advance a culture of mutual respect in the awareness of the great divine grace that makes all human beings brothers and sisters."
The document discusses the importance of religion in building a peaceful and free society and the challenges of an
increasingly secular world. It condemns all practices and policies detrimental to human life and freedom.
Within a paragraph about human freedom, the document states that religious plurality is willed by God. "The pluralism and the diversity of religions, colour, sex, race and language are willed by God in His wisdom, through which He
created human beings," the document states.
The new committee is one of several initiatives taken by the UAE during what they have proclaimed the "Year of
Tolerance."
During their first meeting, the committee drafted a proposal to the United Nations to define a date sometime between
Feb. 3-5 - the anniversary of Pope Francis' 2019 visit to the UAE - to be proclaimed the "Day of Human Fraternity."
The group also decided to invite representatives from other religions to join the committee.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

781-449-3744
Grades 7 & 8, and Kindergarten begin this week.
Youth Mass and Class – Sunday, September 22 @
5:00 p.m.
All high school students are welcome to attend, but all
grade 9 and 10 students are expected to come to the
Mass. Students will sit with their teachers. After Mass,
grade 9 will have pizza and class in the Middle School
Dining Room; grade 10 will have their pizza in the Elementary School Cafeteria and class in the Lower
Church.
Grade 11 Confirmation Retreat
On Sunday, October 6, our Confirmation candidates
will spend a day of retreat at Betania II in Medway.
Teens need to board the buses by 9:45 a.m. on
Pickering Street in front of Saint Joseph Elementary
School. The blue waiver and retreat fee are now
due. Please send them to Debbie in the Religious Education Office. Kindly keep our candidates in your prayers.
Grades K, 1 and 2
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
or if you haven’t yet
given a Baptismal Certificate for your child to Melissa
or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please
provide them a copy.

Gospel Reading
Luke 16:1-13 (shorter form, Luke 16:10-13)
Jesus tells a parable about a dishonest steward who is
commended for his prudence; one cannot serve both
God and money.
Today's Gospel sounds puzzling to contemporary
readers, but it can be made less so by considering the
economic system which stands behind the parable. A
steward is dismissed because he is squandering his
master's property. He is called dishonest because he
is not serving the interests of the rich man, his
employer. In response the steward, in an attempt to
ensure favor for himself among the rich man's debtors,
brokers repayment of the rich man's loans by
foregoing the interest and fees that had been levied to
line the steward's pockets. It is this action, in which the
steward puts aside his greed and takes the longer
perspective in order to enhance his security, which is
commended by the rich man.
The passage concludes with three morals for the
listeners. The first exhorts the listener to be prudent
about the use of wealth. Like the steward in the
parable, those who would follow Jesus must put
transitory affairs in proper perspective. Christians
should handle the affairs of temporal life with an eye
toward eternal life.
The second concerns trustworthiness. Those who can
be trusted in small things can also be trusted in great
things. If Christians handle money and other passing
things responsibly, then they can also be trusted with
the affairs of the Kingdom of God.
Finally, Jesus tells his listeners that no one can serve
two masters simultaneously. God must be put ahead
of money.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
(CAP) SESSIONS 2019

Tuesdays from 7:00-8:15 PM

From September 24th to November 19th
St. Sebastian’s Ward Hall, 1180 Greendale Avenue

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible is an eight-part
Bible study program from Ascension Press that helps you
uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you
can get the “big picture” of the Bible and understand
what it’s all about. Participants will meet every week to
view an engaging video presentation followed by a
time of lively group discussion and fellowship. There is
no cost to participate.
To register go to:
stbartholomew-needham.org/adult-ed/
Sponsored by St. Bartholomew and St. Joseph, the
Needham Knights of Columbus and St. Sebastian
School. For handicap access information
call Jen at 781-444-3434.

Wednesday, September 25
Sunday, October 6
7:00 – 9:30 pm in the St. Joseph Parish Schools
Library (enter through May Street)
To register, go to
www.stjosephparishneedham.com, click on
Get Involved, then click on CAP Training
Registration. Please call the rectory at
781-444-0245 with any questions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
Looking for an adventure... Summer 2020
High School Mission Trip. Interested?
Friday, September 27th !
The Needham Knights of Columbus Fr. Daniel J.
Kennedy Council invite you to join us for an evening
of fun and prizes with net proceeds to benefit the K of
C Scholarship Fund. Hosted by Boston Sports Radio
personality, Mike “Sarge” Riley, the evening will feature a light buffet, beer and wine cash bar, desserts,
and prizes for the winning team(s). Doors open at
6:30 and admission is $30 per person, or reserve a
table of eight.
This event is open to all, please join us!
For tickets, contact Bob Timmerman at
rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com or
Needhamkofc@gmail.com.
For more details visit
www.needhamkofc.org .

St. Joseph CYO Basketball
Registration
Registration for the CYO program is
now open for (girls and boys in grades 5 through 12).
To request a registration form, contact CYO Athletic
Director Tom Loughran at tomloughran@rcn.com
or 781-254-8220.

St. Joseph's In Town Basketball Program
On-line registration for the 2019– 2020 season of St.
Joseph’s In Town Basketball Program ( boys and girls
grades 5 through 8 ) can be found at
www.stjoesbasketballneedham.com.
Sign ups for this year close on October 27.
For additional information, please call Program Director Steve Blomberg at 781- 444-7782.

Attention families new to

St. Joseph !
Want to meet other families
and help in the Parish?
Then volunteer to pick up Sunday
donuts before 9:30 am Mass or
cleanup afterward.
Please email your contact information to Stacey Hill at
stacyjhill@gmail.com You will be added to our
Sunday Donuts Signup Genius. Just one or two times
a school year after the 9:30 Mass on Sunday is all
that’s needed.

St. Joseph Parish is exploring
the idea of sponsoring a faithbased service trip for high
school students at the end of
the school year next June.
Deacon Bob and seminarian
Steven Restrepo have asked
Regina O’Connor from
“Vacations That Give”, a
ministry of the Sisters of Saint
Anne, to share with us some
details on a possible mission trip to Houston, TX, to
provide help to local families still living in the devastation of Hurricane Harvey.
Information night for students and families will be
held on Wednesday, October 9th at 7:00 PM in the
Middle School dining room.
The evening is informational only – you are not
committing to anything by attending. Come learn what
the week will look like, the type of work, faith-building
opportunities, the costs, and expectations for those
making the trip. Mission trips have been an important
part of our parish’s history. Have fun and create new
memories by serving others as our Lord taught us.
MHMS 8TH GRADE
FALL HAPPENINGS
It is back to school time at
MHMS. The 8th graders have been
waiting to be the “big kids on campus” for years and it is finally here!
This fall, the 8th grade will be settling into their new
positions as leaders of the school. In addition to their
new classes, 8th graders will be paired up with
Kindergarteners. This buddy program lasts the whole
year and includes the youngest and oldest of our
community sitting together at school liturgies,
attending each other’s Nativity programs, ice cream
parties and more! It is one of the oldest and most
cherished programs of SJS and MHMS.
Additionally, 8th graders will be making important
decisions about where they will go to high
school. This starts with the MHMS High School Fair
(September 26 in the MHMS Dining Room). MHMS
also offers an HSPT (High School Placement Test)
Boot Camp in the fall to help students do their best on
the entrance exam for the many high schools in our
area. More details on this will be forthcoming.
Planning for the annual Washington, D.C. trip for May
4-8, 2020 has already begun. This trip is the culmination of the middle school curriculum for our
students. The week-long tour of the nation’s capital is
a walking classroom and a great capstone to their
years at MHMS.

September 22nd 25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

The parable of the wicked
servant is the subject of
this Gospel.

Special Collection to Benefit the
Dioceses of the Bahamas & U.S.

September 28/29

Cardinal Sean has authorized a Special Collection to
benefit the (arch) dioceses of the Bahamas and the
United States that have been ravaged by the destruction of Hurricane Dorian.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 11
September 15, 2019
TOTAL for Week

Collected Budgeted
$16,133

In Church & by mail

$11,347

Online – Weekly

$2,030

Online – Monthly

$2,756

TOTAL Year to Date

$15,500

$149,217 $170,500

Variance
$633.00

($21,283)

Thank you for your ongoing support of the Offertory
and Grand Annual collection. As you know, these
constitute a large part in the funding for our life
and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please prayerfully
consider making your participation intentional and
sustained, especially through Online Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
RCIA provides
instruction in the
Catholic faith for adults
who would like to
inquire. If you know of
anyone in your family,
or have a friend who would like to know more about
becoming a Catholic, please call Fr. Peter at the
rectory (781-444-0245) for details.

THE HOLY FATHER’S
Prayer Intention for
SEPTEMBER 2019
Universal – Politicians,
Scientists and Economists
That politicians, scientists and economists work
together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.

Saturday, September 21
8:30
4:00
The Gardner Family
Sunday, September 22
8:00
Julio Cesar Bernal- Memorial
9:30
Joseph Foley– Memorial
11:00 For Peace and Love of Neighbor
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish
Monday, September 23
6:50
Teresa Leonard– Memorial
9:00
Frank Sorrentino- Memorial
Tuesday, September 24
6:50
9:00
John Corcoran- Memorial
Wednesday, September 25
6:50
9:00
Helen Kean- Memorial
Thursday, September 26
6:50
9:00
Mildred Etro- Memorial
Friday, September 27
6:50
9:00
Liam P. Cunningham- Memorial
Saturday, September 28
8:30
Robert T. Maguire- Memorial
John and Helen Dorsey- Memorial
4:00
Sunday, September 29
8:00
Laurat Jeanne Richard- Memorial
9:30
Judy Rosa– Memorial
11:00 The People of Saint Joseph Parish
12:30 Teresa Leonard– Memorial

Rose for Life
FOOD DRIVE
Although we are experiencing some
construction… the food drive
continues.
Please continue your support… Thank you.

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn.
This week September 22, roses are donated by
the Dever family, Ken and Anne Fox, and Betsy
and Brian White.
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SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

