Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA

September 15th —24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Mr. Steven Restrepo– Seminarian

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
Vigil

4:00 pm

Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence

The month of September 2019 is dedicated to
Our Lady of Sorrows

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
“Come and see.” Being an evangelizing community of faith.
The next day John (the Baptist) was there again with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by,
he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned
and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they
went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon.
(John 1:35-39)
I still remember with great affection my years as a chaplain on a university campus. I enjoyed being a part of
the life-journey of the young. I found that they’re often idealistic and energetic – and also restless and
impatient. Sometimes, all they know is that they’re seeking. But they don’t always know what they’re looking
for. And so, often, I found myself asking the same question that Jesus asks the two would-be disciples:
“What are you looking for?” Perfect question. Before you can begin to find, you must first know what you are
seeking.
“What are you looking for?” Jesus asks us. This is the human question. What are we looking for? And where
can we find it?
When John’s disciples responded, “Lord, where are you staying?” they probably meant, “Where are you
living? What’s your address?” But Jesus’ takes that question and deepens the possibilities. He does not
answer with information, but with an invitation: “Come and see.”
We can only answer our life question in Christ. Christ tells us who we are and what life is meant to be,
because He Himself is the answer. Jesus wants to draw these disciples - and you, and me, and every human
being - deeper into the mystery of Himself.
“What are you looking for?”
“Lord, where are you staying?”
“Come, and you will see.”
And where is Jesus staying? Where does he dwell? He tells us: “I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I
am in you. … Those who love me will keep my word and my Father will love them, and we will come to them
and make our dwelling place with them.”
The place where Jesus lives is not an address. Jesus dwells in a relationship in the hearts of believers.
During my years on the campus, when students would come to see me to talk about life, to ask their
questions, to share their joy, or their struggles, or their fears, or doubts, I realized that what I needed to say
to them was what John said to his disciples. “Behold the Lamb of God.” Look! See! There is Jesus in your
life. He is with you in all these things.”
We can’t always give easy answers to life’s questions. But we can point to where Jesus is, so that others can
see him and follow him.
That’s our mission. To proclaim what John the Baptist proclaimed - to point to Jesus. To those who are
searching. To those who are wounded and discouraged by life, to those who are confused and lost, to those
who grieve or who are in pain. We are called to point to where Jesus is, for he is with us in everything.
Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor

‘Do not be afraid. Open wide the doors for Christ.’
Homily following John Paul II’s election as Pope, October 22, 1978

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Gospel Reading
Luke 15:1-32
Jesus responds to those who criticize him for keeping
company with the unworthy.

781-449-3744
Catechetical Sunday

We invite all catechists to join us at the 9:30 a.m. Mass
on Sunday, September 15 for your commissioning and
a special blessing.

Classes Begin:
•

Grades 1-6 begin the week of September 15

•

Grade 9 begins September 15 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
in the Monsignor Haddad Middle School, class lists
will be posted.

•

Grade 10 There will be an important meeting for
students and parents from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. in
the lower church.
• Grades 7 & 8 begin the week of September 22
• Kindergarten begins the week of September 22
• Youth Mass and Class – Sunday, September 22,
5:00 p.m.
All high school students are welcome to attend, but all
grade 9 and 10 students are expected to come to the
Mass.
Students will sit with their teachers. After Mass, grade
9 will have pizza and class in the Middle School Dining
Room; grade 10 will have their pizza in the Elementary
School Cafeteria and class in the Lower Church.

CONFIRMATION
We are happy to announce
that …
Bishop Robert P. Reed, will celebrate the
Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday,
October 27th, at 4pm here at St. Joseph
Parish.

Background on the Gospel Reading
In chapter 15 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells three parables about losing, finding, and rejoicing. The outcasts of
society, the taxpayers, and the sinners approach Jesus
eager to hear what he has to say. In Luke's Gospel,
hearing is a sign of conversion. The Pharisees and
scribes, still suspicious of Jesus, complain about him
associating with sinners. So he tells them these three
parables.
In the first story, the parable of The Lost Sheep, the
shepherd leaves behind the 99 sheep to search for the 1
lost sheep. When he finds it, the shepherd rejoices not
alone as in Matthew's version, but with friends and
neighbors. In the same way, God rejoices more over 1
sinner who repents—like the outcasts who have come to
hear Jesus—than over the 99 righteous like the
Pharisees and scribes.
The second story, about a poor woman who will not stop
searching until she finds her lost coin, makes the same
point. Why are the Pharisees complaining? They should
rejoice when the lost are found.
Finally we come to what is probably the most memorable parable in the Gospels, the story we know as The
Prodigal Son. Just as in The Lost Sheep and The Lost
Coin, this story (found only in Luke) is really about the
seeker. The loving father is at the center of this parable.
Even though his son runs off with his father's inheritance
and squanders the money, the father waits for him,
hoping for his return. Upon his son's return, the father,
“full of compassion,” runs out to embrace and forgive
him before the son can utter one word of repentance. At
this point the rejoicing begins.
The parable does not end there. Rather, it makes one
more point about the older son's reaction. This son who
never left, just like the Pharisees and scribes who feel
they are righteous, refuses to enter his father's house to
join in the rejoicing. He has served his father. He has
obeyed him. Perhaps it was not out of love. The father's
response teaches us that God's care and compassion
extend to the righteous and sinner alike. When we are
lost, God doesn't wait for our return. He actively seeks
us out. And when the lost are found, how could we not
celebrate and rejoice?

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION
CHURCH
PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has Perpetual Adoration from 6:00am to
11:00pm at St. Joseph Chapel located at 25 Avery
St., in Dedham.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
Welcome Back!
This weekend is St. Joseph Parish’s
traditional “Welcome Back Weekend,” welcoming back parishioners
who may have been traveling for
summer vacations. After all Masses this weekend,
please join your fellow parishioners in Mary’s Garden for refreshments, socializing, and an opportunity to sign up to volunteer for parish ministries.

Tuesdays from 7:00-8:15 PM

From September 24th to November 19th
St. Sebastian’s Ward Hall, 1180 Greendale Avenue

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible is an eight-part
Bible study program from Ascension Press that helps you
uncover the story woven throughout Scripture, so you
can get the “big picture” of the Bible and understand
what it’s all about. Participants will meet every week to
view an engaging video presentation followed by a
time of lively group discussion and fellowship. There is
no cost to participate.
To register go to:
stbartholomew-needham.org/adult-ed/
Sponsored by St. Bartholomew and St. Joseph, the
Needham Knights of Columbus and St. Sebastian
School. For handicap access information
call Jen at 781-444-3434.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
(CAP) SESSIONS 2019
Sunday, September 15
Wednesday, September 25
Sunday, October 6
7:00 – 9:30 pm in the St. Joseph Parish Schools
Library (enter through May Street)
To register, go to
www.stjosephparishneedham.com, click on
Get Involved, then click on CAP Training
Registration. Please call the rectory at
781-444-0245 with any questions.

Friday, September 27th !
The Needham Knights of Columbus Fr. Daniel J.
Kennedy Council invite you to join us
for an evening of fun and prizes with
net proceeds to benefit the K of C
Scholarship Fund. Hosted by Boston
Sports Radio personality, Mike “Sarge”
Riley, the evening will feature a light
buffet, beer and wine cash bar,
desserts, and prizes for the winning team(s). Doors
open at 6:30 and admission is $30 per person, or reserve a table of eight.
This event is open to all, please join us!
For tickets, contact Bob Timmerman at
rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com or
Needhamkofc@gmail.com.
For more details visit www.needhamkofc.org .

St. Joseph CYO Basketball
Registration
Registration for the CYO program is
now open for (girls and boys in grades 5 through 12).
To request a registration form, contact CYO Athletic
Director Tom Loughran at tomloughran@rcn.com
or 781-254-8220.

St. Joseph's In Town Basketball Program
On-line registration for the 2019– 2020 season of St.
Joseph’s In Town Basketball Program ( boys and girls
grades 5 through 8 ) can be found at
www.stjoesbasketballneedham.com.
Sign ups for this year, close on October 27.
For additional information, please call Program Director Steve Blomberg at 781- 444-7782.

Monsignor Haddad Middle School is
kicking off their fall extracurricular
activities with Field Hockey, Cross
Country, Forensics, and Robotics all
starting up this month. No experience
necessary! MHMS prides itself on being a place where
middle school students can try new things, and many of
our alumni have gone on to not just participate but lead
as captains on their high school teams after getting their
start at MHMS.

THE HOLY FATHER’S

September 15th 24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

This Gospel relates the
parable of the Prodigal Son.

Prayer Intention for
SEPTEMBER 2019
Universal – Politicians,
Scientists and Economists

Special Collection to Benefit
the Dioceses of the
Bahamas & U.S.

That politicians, scientists and economists work
together to protect the world’s seas and oceans.

September 28/29
Cardinal Sean has authorized a Special Collection to
benefit the (arch)
dioceses of the Bahamas and the United
States that have been
ravaged by the destruction of Hurricane
Dorian.

Cub Scout Pack 23
Needham Cub Scout Pack 23 will be holding its
annual popcorn sale outside Saint Joseph Church
after Masses on Saturday, September 21 and
Sunday, September 22. Please help
support our organization. The popcorn sales are our major source of
funds for the year to allow our scouts
to participate in a wide variety of fun
and educational activities!

Attention families new to

St. Joseph !
Want to meet other families
and help in the Parish?
Then volunteer to pick up Sunday
donuts before 9:30 am Mass or
cleanup afterward.
Please email your contact information to Stacey Hill at
stacyjhill@gmail.com You will be added to our
Sunday Donuts Signup Genius. Just one or two times
a school year after the 9:30 Mass on Sunday is all
that’s needed.

Saturday, September 14
8:30
4:00
Special Intention— Healing of the Sick
Sunday, September 15
8:00
The O'Connor Family
9:30
Diane Shea– Memorial
11:00 Richard J. Dawson- 1st Anniversary
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish
Monday, September 16
6:50
9:00
Tuesday, September 17
6:50
Spiritual Needs of the Dying
9:00
Wednesday, September 18
6:50
9:00
Meghan Martin– Memorial
Thursday, September 19
6:50
Patricia Olvany– Memorial
9:00
Friday, September 20
6:50
Rosemary Paul- Anniversary
9:00
Timothy F. Ryan– Memorial
Saturday, September 21
8:30
The Gardner Family
4:00
Sunday, September 22
8:00
Julio Cesar Bernal- Memorial
9:30
Joseph Foley– Memorial
11:00 For Peace and Love of Neighbor
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish

Rose for Life
FOOD DRIVE
As we start our school year routines
Please incorporate the support of the food drive, so that
every child and adult in Needham has enough to
eat. Thank you.

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn.
This week September 15, roses are donated by
Brian Rose, the McElroy family, the Stenberg
Family and the Cooley Family.
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(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

