Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA
October 20 —29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Mr. Steven Restrepo– Seminarian

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
Vigil

4:00 pm

Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of October is dedicated to
the Holy Rosary.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
September 28, 2019
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I have an important personal announcement to share with you.
Given the ministerial needs of the church at this time, Cardinal O’Malley has
asked that I conclude my ministry here at St. Joseph Parish and accept a new
pastorate in the Archdiocese of Boston. He has appointed me to be the Pastor of
the collaborative of three parishes and a school in the City of Beverly.
In faith before God that this is the right thing for me to do, I have accepted the Cardinal’s call to move forward
into this new ministry. My last day here will be on Sunday, October 20.

In the near future, a successor will be appointed by the Cardinal to serve here at St. Joseph’s. I am working very
closely with the Archdiocese to make this transition as smooth as possible. I am very grateful for the personal
confidence and support that the Cardinal and the Archdiocesan staff have offered me.
I realize that this change will seem to be sudden and unexpected. In these days, priests must be willing to
respond to pressing needs – sometimes on short notice - to serve wherever our ministry is most needed. I hope
that my pastoral leadership here, as well as my preaching and teaching, have always witnessed to that
evangelizing spirit and to my love for the Church as a whole.
I consider it to have been one of the greatest honors of my life to have served as Pastor here. There are so many
to thank, and I will do that at a later time. St. Joseph’s is a unique and vibrant parish, and I believe that you
have all the resources here to go forward in growth in the Lord and in strong witness to Him. I want to assure
you of my confidence in you.
I repeat St. Paul’s words to Timothy in today’s second reading, “… Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love,
patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which you were called …”
I am most proud of our parish’s dedication to making the celebration of the Eucharist to be the source and
summit of our lives. The Church teaches that this is exactly as it should be. Our worship at the altar of the Lord
is beautiful and reverent, dignified and holy. I urge you to continue to make the Liturgy the center of all that
happens here, and the other necessary things will be given by God if we ask with faith.
I thank you most sincerely for the support and encouragement that you have shown me, and for your
extraordinary support and generosity to this parish – to its spiritual mission and to the material needs to
support that mission. A mission that includes our pastoral outreach to shut-ins and the needy, to ongoing adult
faith formation, to the educational and formational mission of our Elementary and Middle Schools, and of our
Parish Religious Education program, among so many other ways that we serve others in the name of Jesus.
If you would honor me, continue to grow in your love and support for this extraordinary mission and continue
to make the Liturgy the center of it all.

I would appreciate it most deeply if you would offer your prayers for me as I move into my new ministry. It will
be a big challenge. I would consider it an honor if you will join me at the celebration of the 11:00 Mass here on
Sunday, October 20, and for a time of thanksgiving at a reception after.
Thank you. God bless you always!
Fr. David C. Michael, Pastor

Join us today, Sunday for a reception after the 11:00 am Mass, as we thank our Pastor,
Father David Michael for his blessed service to our Parish. The reception will be at
the Middle School Gym. Please stop by and wish him well !

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY
CYCLE C

IN

ORDINARY TIME,

Sunday, October 20, 2019

781-449-3744
Grades K, 1 and 2
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please provide them a copy.
Sunday, Oct. 20, Youth Mass and Class
Our next Youth Mass will be at 5 p.m. on October 20.
All high school students are invited, but grades 9 & 10
Religious Education students are expected to be present. Pizza and class will follow.
The Mass is open to all.
Tuesday, October 22, Confirmation Rehearsal
All Grade 11 Confirmation Candidates and their sponsors will have a rehearsal at 6:30 pm beginning in the
lower church.
Sacrament of Reconciliation Gr. 3-6
On Monday, October 21 and Wednesday, October
23, students will have the opportunity to receive Jesus’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation,
Students should go to the upper church at 4:15. Dismissal will be from the school. Sunday students are
invited to come on Monday or Wednesday.
First Reconciliation Parents’ Meeting
Tuesday, November 5, at 7pm in the lower church.
All parents of 2nd graders from the School and Religious Education program are asked to attend.

CONFIRMATION
We are happy to announce
that …
Bishop Robert P. Reed, will celebrate the
Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday,
October 27th, at 4pm here at St. Joseph
Parish.

Gospel Reading
Luke 18:1-8
Jesus urges his disciples
to pray and not lose
heart, for God hears and
answers prayers.
Background on the Gospel Reading
This is the first of two parables that Jesus tells in Luke
18 about prayer. (The second will be read at Mass
next Sunday.) This first parable is a lesson in persistence in prayer. (Next Sunday's parable will address attitude in prayer.) While the parable seems to
present prayer as nagging God for what we want, such
a reading misses the point. God is not like the judge in
the parable, worn down by requests and coerced to
respond. The key is found in the description of the
judge as corrupt and unjust. Since God can be neither,
we must understand Jesus to be saying that if even
an unjust judge responds to the persistence of the widow, how much more so will God listen to our prayers.
God truly wants to hear our needs and respond generously. It is the final lament of Jesus that gets to the
point of the parable. The lesson is about the persistence of the one who prays. God wants us to be like
the persistent widow, staying in relationship with God,
confident that God hears and answers prayers. Then
Jesus laments, “Will such faith be found when the Son
of Man comes?” In this lament, Jesus notes how easy
it can be for us to lose heart.

Please join us for the first speaker
presentation of our WINGS fall
season this Wednesday, October
23, 9:45 - 11:30 am. Karl Jackson,
Director of Mission and Formation
at St. Monica and St. Lucy parishes
in Methuen who gave a wonderful
talk to our group last fall, will speak on Jesus, Source
of Wisdom for Living in this World. Due to the elevator installation project at St. Joseph Church, we will
meet at First Baptist Church, 858 Great Plain Avenue
(across from the YMCA -- entrance through the church
office door on Warren St). All women are very welcome to join us!

KINDLY HAVE ALL BULLETIN
NOTICES INTO THE RECTORY
BY 10 AM THE PRECEDING
MONDAY MORNING.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
Monday, November 4 at 7 pm
We will celebrate our Mass of Remembrance for
our loved ones who have died during the year,
and, in particular, for those whose funeral
Masses were celebrated at St. Joseph Church
this past year.

ROSIE’S PLACE
This fall our Justice & Peace group will continue
our traditional ministry of preparing and serving a
meal at Rosie’s Place, a refuge for homeless women in Boston. We will sponsor the cost of an afternoon meal ($350) on Saturday, November 9, and
bring ten volunteers to cook and serve dinner in
Rosie’s kitchen from 3 to 5:30 PM.
If you would like to contribute, you can give cash
or write a check payable to St. Joseph parish with
Rosie’s Place on the memo line. Place your donation in an envelope labeled Rosie’s Place and drop
it in the collection basket at Mass or in the rectory
mail slot by November 3.
To join us in preparing and cooking the meal, contact Phyllis Mays at maysp@rcn.com or 781-4530051. We will meet at 2 PM on Saturday, November
9, in the school parking lot, and will return by 6:30
PM.
Monetary Contributions Through November 3
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Father Daniel J. Kennedy Council
Tootsie Roll Drive!
The Needham Knights of Columbus will be holding it's annual Tootsie Roll Drive to benefit children
and adults with physical and mental disabilities after
all Masses on Nov. 9th & 10th. Members of the Knights
will be in their familiar yellow vest with canisters at the
doors of the church collecting money for the Special
Olympics, their Global Wheel Chair Mission, and other
programs to assist those with disabilities. Please stop by
and give what you can for this worthy cause.

Monsignor Haddad Middle School in Needham
(co-ed Catholic, grades 6 - 8) invites families to their
Fall Open House today, Oct. 20, 12 – 2 pm.
Monsignor Haddad Middle
School is excited to offer our new
Robotics Club this fall. We have
partnered with Code Ninjas of
Wellesley so students can build
five different
robots over nine
weeks. Students
build robots
from blocks, attach different features, and code the functionality in
Studuino.
Saint Joseph Elementary School
PreK is having a wonderful year. In the
past few weeks, we have learned
about friends and family. We talked
about how blessed we are to have
such loving families and we shared
how many brothers, sisters, and pets
we may have.
In the coming weeks, we will learn about our communities. PreK will visit the Needham Police and Fire Station on a field trip later this month so they can see
up-close and personal how the police and firefighters
work hard to keep all of us safe.

St. Joseph CYO Basketball
Registration
Registration for the CYO program is now open for
(girls and boys in grades 5 through 12). To request a
registration form, contact CYO Athletic Director
Tom Loughran at tomloughran@rcn.com or 781254-8220.

St. Joseph's In -Town Basketball Program
Online registration for the 2019– 2020 season of St.
Joseph’s In Town Basketball Program ( boys and girls
grades 5 through 8 ) can be found at
www.stjoesbasketballneedham.com.
Sign ups for this year close on October 27.
For additional information, please call Program
Director Steve Blomberg at 781- 444-7782.

October 20th 29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

The Gospel tells the parable
of the persistent widow and
the unjust judge.

October 13, 2019
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$11,092

$15,500

($4,408)

In Church & by mail

$6,341

Online – Weekly

$2,030

Online – Monthly

$2,721

TOTAL Year to Date

$198,643

$232,500

($33,857)

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Budgeted

Still to go

Through
Oct. 15,2019

$46,286

$200,000

$153,714

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual collection, constitute a large part in the funding for our
life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation intentional and sustained, especially through Online Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more families and individuals could participate this year and if
those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

BABY SHOWER to benefit Pregnancy Help
Nov. 2 and Nov. 3 after all Masses.
Please start to collect all baby items you wish to donate,
especially newborn clothing.
More details will follow.

FOOD DRIVE

Thank you for your continued support.

Prayer Intention for
OCTOBER 2019
Evangelization –
Holy Spirit
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a new
missionary “spring” in the church.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 15

THE HOLY FATHER’S

Saturday, October 19
8:30
Sophie and Peter Messina– Memorial
4:00
Joseph and Dorothy McCann– Anniversary
Sunday, October 20
8:00
Mary Fahy- Memorial
9:30
Kevin and Kitty Maze– Memorial
11:00 Denise McNamara– 10th Anniversary
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish
Monday, October 21
6:50
9:00
Frank Sorrentino– Memorial
Tuesday, October 22
6:50
Paul Graveline– Anniversary
9:00
Denise McNamara- 10th Anniversary
Wednesday, October 23
6:50
9:00
Thomas S. Tierney– Memorial
Thursday, October 24
6:50
9:00
Dorice Chase- Memorial
Friday, October 25
6:50
9:00
Ethel Thomas– Memorial
Saturday, October 26
8:30
Mildred Etro- Memorial
William and Katherine Coughlin,
4:00
and Rev. John Murphy—Memorial
Sunday, October 27
8:00
Juan Pablo Bernal– Memorial
9:30
Barbara Milligan- Memorial
11:00 Donato, Maria, and Dina Paglia– Memorial
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish

Rose for Life

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn.
This week October 20, roses are
donated in memory of Sandra Mangine, Joe
Carey, Dominic Conti, Clara Drey, and
Deceased members of the O’Brien Family.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

