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Dear Friends:
This weekend, we begin the holy season of Advent, a time of “devout and
expectant delight.” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal) It is my prayer
that all members of our parish family will spend these brief weeks well, with
an increase of God’s peace and joy.
I am happy to report that even in the challenging times of the pandemic, our church is open and our parish is active.
As was announced in last week’s bulletin, you will note that the Tabernacle has now been moved back to the center
of the church, behind the main altar. I pray that this prominent placement of the Blessed Sacrament will increase
our own personal reverence to our Eucharistic Lord. In addition, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has been
reinstituted on Friday mornings in the lower church, following the 6:50 a.m. mass until 12 noon. The Holy Eucharist
is the heart and soul of a truly Catholic parish.
I wish to thank the members of our parish Peace and Justice Committee for organizing the Jesse Tree ministry
once again this year and helping those in need, as well as the Bereavement Committee who sponsored the annual
Mass of Remembrance in honor of those loved ones who died this past year. In addition, the Knights of Columbus
were kind enough to arrange a Thanksgiving food drive as an important part of their outreach efforts. I am inspired
by these acts of kindness and compassion.
Our parish school has been filled with activities and learning. Many thanks to Maribeth Cox for her outstanding
efforts in leading the successful Fun Run fundraiser. In addition, Fr. Joseph and I have been celebrating a Friday
school Mass for each grade level in the main church, which have been beautiful experiences of faith for the
children. Our religious education program is up and running, with a combination of athome and inperson learning.
We recently celebrated three First Communion Masses and four Confirmation Ceremonies for our children and
teens, as well as welcoming two adults to the Catholic faith and one adult Catholic Confirmation recipient. I am
grateful to those who prepared all for these sacraments. As Christmas approaches, please know that the Parish
Pastoral Council has been conscientious in their planning for our Christmas Masses and advertising. Finally, as the
Parish Grand Annual campaign continues, I am grateful to our parishioners who have responded with their
generous support and ask as many parishioners as possible to join this important effort. Thank you!


God bless,
Father Bryan Parrish

If we confess our sins, He who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

By appointment and 
on Saturdays from 2:30 3:30 pm 
in the former baptistry, in the upper church.

The month of December is dedicated to 



theImmaculate Conception 
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7814493744


Religious Education Registration
Religious Education classes have begun, but we are still accepting registrations. Please go to the Parish website
for the link to the registration form and register as soon as possible.
The Final classes for first semester for grades 7 & 8 is December 1
The final classes for Grades 9 & 10 are: December 6, and 13. 
Though the Religious Education Office remains closed, Melissa Harrigan, Director for Gr. K6 and Debbie Coyle,
Coordinator, Gr. K11 can be reached via their emails:
mharrigan@saintjoes.com and dcoyle@saintjoes.com

____________________________________________________________________________________________

F I RST S U N DAY

O F A DV E N T , CYC L E B 

Sunday, November 29, 2020
Gospel Reading

Mark 13:3337
Jesus warns his disciples to be watchful so that they will be ready
when the Son of Man comes. 

Background on the Gospel Reading
Today we begin the season ofAdvent, which marks the start of a new liturgical year for the Church. The readings
for Sunday Mass are arranged on a threeyear cycle. Each year features a different Gospel²Matthew, Mark, or
Luke. Readings from the Gospel of John are interspersed throughout all three years. With this year’s first Sunday of
Advent, we begin Cycle B of the Lectionary, which focuses our attention on the Gospel of Mark. This week and next
week, our readings from Mark’s Gospel present two important Advent themes: the Lord’s return at the end of time
and John the Baptist’s preparation for Jesus.
Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of Mark’s Gospel, the chapter that immediately precedes Mark’s account of
Jesus’ Passion. Having been questioned repeatedly by the scribes and the Pharisees, Jesus is now questioned by
his disciples²Peter, James, John, and Andrew²who want details about his prediction of the destruction of the
Temple. Jesus answers with many warnings about the difficulties that the disciples will face.
Today’s passage comes at the conclusion of Jesus’ warnings to his disciples. Jesus emphasizes the need for
watchfulness. The Son of Man will come without warning; only the Father knows the exact hour. The disciples must
not be caught unprepared when this time comes.
Scholars believe that Mark’s Gospel was written around the time of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in
A.D. 70. Mark’s audience consisted of Christians who were living in difficult social and political times, times of
conflict. They were likely beginning to face persecution as followers of Jesus. In this difficult time, it helped to recall
that Jesus had foretold of such difficulties. Early Christian communities took courage from Jesus’ warning to remain
alert and watchful, and they found in his words a way to persevere through suffering.
Today’s Gospel reminds us that Advent is about more than our preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s
birth at Christmas. Advent is also about preparing ourselves for Christ’s return in glory at the end of time. Like the
disciples and the faithful in Mark’s community, we must also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to God,
through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows us to be ready for the coming of the Son of Man.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Needham K of C introduces
“Virtual Tootsie Rolls”!


The Needham Knights of Columbus,
Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council 1611 is
pleased to announce this years’ Tootsie
Roll drive has gone virtual! In an effort to control the
spread of COVID19 you will not see us in our yellow
vests and canisters this year
handing out Tootsie Rolls in the
cold and snow. Instead we have
set up an easy way to donate to
help children and adults with
physical and mental disabilities by
collecting online. Please visit
www.needhamkofc.org for details on how to donate,
or find us at facebook.com/needhamkofc. And
don’t worry, we’ll be sure to give you TWO Tootsie
Rolls next year! Please stay safe, and keep those
around you safe by wearing a mask, washing your
hands, and social distancing.









Christmas Mass Information 

Due to limited capacity in the church, this year all will
be required to sign up in advance to reserve your seat
at the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses.In
consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council, the
Christmas Mass schedule will be as follows:
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS: 
3 pm (Upper and Lower Church)
5 pm (Upper and Lower Church)
7 pm (Upper Church)


CHRISTMAS DAY:
7:30 am (Upper Church)
9 am (Upper and Lower Church)
11 am (Upper and Lower Church)


For those who prefer to participate virtually, the
7 PM Christmas Eve Mass will be live streamed on
the parish YouTube channel. 
Both the upper and lower church are fully accessible
by our new elevator. 
Starting December 1, you may sign up on the parish
website, www.stjosephparishneedham.com, or by
calling the Parish Office at 7814440245. 

Jesse Tree Project
Advent begins this weekend and,
once again, our parish will be
preparing for the coming of Jesus at
Christmas through our Jesse Tree
activity. Jesse was the father of David
and the patriarch of the human family
into which Jesus was born.As you
entered the church today, you will see
the tree near the altar decorated with
ornaments that include 12 symbols,
representing a person in biblical
history who played an important role
in preparing the world for Jesus’ coming. This project
helps us to remember that each of us, also, canadd
something specialto Jesus’ coming. 
Gifts this year are being collected for Most Holy
Redeemer Parish and for the Needham Community
Council. Note that we will not be distributing
ornaments with gift ideas. To participate in this year’s
Jesse Tree collection, please purchase a nonviolent
toy for a child (6 months up to 12 years old), or a $25
or $50 gift card to CVS or TJ Maxx. Ideas for toys can
include games, soccer balls, arts & crafts, puzzles,
etc. 
We will have contactless dropoff of toys and gift cards
in the Highland Avenue parking lot for St. Joseph’s
School from 8 AM to noon on Sunday, December 6
and Sunday, December 13. You will be able to pull up
and pop your trunk. A member of our committee will
collect your unwrapped toy for distribution to Holy
Redeemer or gift card for the Needham Community
Council.
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Adoration in the lower church

The Holy Father’s
Intention for

December 2020


every Friday following the 6:50 a.m.
Mass. Adoration concludes with
Reposition at 12 noon.

FOR A LIFE OF 
PRAYER




We pray that our personal relationship with
Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God
and a life of prayer.
ANNOUNCEMENT

St. Joseph Grand Annual Appeal 2020

Saturday, November 28
8:30

Timothy Ryan± Memorial 

4:00

Regina and Frank, Moira Woods and Barbara
Woods Cote Memorial 

Sunday, November 29

St. Joseph’s Grand Annual Appeal continues. This
Annual collection, supports the daytoday needs of
the parish such as employee and clergy compensation and benefits, utilities and building maintenance,
faith formation and various pastoral ministries. 
An anonymous family in the parish has
generously offered to match any $1000 gift to the
Grand Annual Appeal (up to maximum total
match amount of $5000) from a parishioner who
makes this level donation for the first time. 
We are grateful to all of our parishioners who have
supported the Grand Annual Appeal and hope that
this challenge will assist in increasing participation in
this important collection.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading
the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e
check through your own bank account. For those
who use envelopes, a Grand Annual envelope has
been included in your November and December
Offertory Packets. 

NOTE Due to early submission of the bulletin
there is no Financial table for this week.

The fish, or ICHTHUS, is
the symbol used by early
Christians to identify
themselves in times of
persecution. In Greek,
ICHTHUS (ΙΧΘΥΣ) is a
monogram for the first five
letters of the words “Jesus Christ Son of God,

7:30

Jacques & Marise Thompson± Memorial 

9:00

Kay McCabe± Memorial 

11:00

Timothy Martin± Memorial 

Monday, November 30
6:50

Alena Mrazova Memorial 

Tuesday, December 1
6:50

Special Intention 

Wednesday, December 2
6:50
Mary Jane Rogers± Memorial 
Thursday, December 3
8:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

Friday, December 4
6:50
Kirsten Spain ± Memorial 
Saturday, December 5
8:30

Mary Alice Looney± Memorial 

4:00

K. Robert Cole Memorial 

Sunday, December 6
7:30

Linda Belliveau± Special Intention

9:00

Ray Dolce, Lucy Brennan± Memorial 

11:00

Daniel J. Kennedy± Memorial 

Rose for Life± 

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn. 
The week of November 28 roses are
donated In Memory of Eileen Rose, Kenneth
White, and Dave Webster

Louise Condon Realty, Inc.

“Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492
info@condonrealty.com

781-444-0121

Travis Jonasson
Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net
Parishioner

Sam Nickles

- Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts
Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture
Appliances •Televisions
Steven Conroy - Owner
Yard Waste • Construction Debris
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com
Demolition

This Space
is Available
Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today!
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343

THIS SPACE IS
Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
Real Estate Sales for over 25 years

Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
Louise Condon Realty | 399 Chestnut St., Needham

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Needham, MA

04-0359

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

George F. Doherty Funeral Homes

P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins
Funeral Home
West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

• Boilers
• Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More
mcdonnellplumbing.com

Frank McDonnell

- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 www.gfdoherty.com

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

(781) 444-7045

DAVIS
MONUMENTS
617-524-4300

Appointments at your home,
cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com

Laura S. DeMaio

CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009
237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7

PAVING
EXCAVATION
UTILITY
SEPTIC

Office (617) 361-2985
PRESBY CERTIFICATE
www.mustoconstruction.com

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS
DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

(617) 332-1840 www.johntburns.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed

Steve Oakes ~ Ed Timmerman

“ A place to find your community”

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

Commercial & Residential
Master License #13118

ROOFING • GUTTERS
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS
& DOORS

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net
NEEDHAM, MA

Free
Estimates

MyTownMA.com

781-329-2895
KELLERWILLIAMS®

781-444-7577

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

NED
MAHONEY
617.799.0566

ROOF I NG

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

www.brownbrosroofing.net

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

ConnellRoofing.com

Alan P. Royer

Free Estimates

ROYER TREE
SERVICE, INC.
• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured 781-329-8494

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173

cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

GREGORY M. TILLEY, CPA

TAX AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Needham 617-750-7250 • Hingham 781-919-9002 (O)
gtilley@gregtilleycpa.com • Parishioner and Needham resident
WWW.GREGTILLEYCPA.COM
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish website
at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access or have a
question, please contact the Rectory at 7814440245. 


(Confession)
.



Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 7814440245
…………………………… Fax: 7814447713
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
Mailing A
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492

Parish Website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
7814493744
Schools…………………...….. 7814444459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 7814444459 X114

least six

TEMPORARY MASS SCHEDULE 

Upper Church
Saturday Vigil


Sunday



4:00 pm

 7:30 am
9:00 am 
 11:00 am 

Daily Mass 6:50 am (Monday to Friday)

8:30 am (Saturday)

Temporary Church Prayer Hours
Lower Church
MON ± FRI 6 AM TO 6 PM
SAT ± SUN 9 AM TO 5 PM

