Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA
November 17 — 33 rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:00 pm

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am
(Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER

Last weekend, our community came together to honor and pray for 1st Lt. Joseph Finneran, a parishioner who died in combat during the Second World War. Thanks to DNA
testing, his body was recently recovered from abroad and brought home for burial. In this
month when we honor those who have served in the armed forces and pray for the deceased, I want to share with you the words I offered during Lieutenant Finneran’s Funeral
Mass:
The centurion exclaimed, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
We welcome you all to St. Joseph Parish this morning, as we come together to honor the
life, love, service, and sacrifice of Joseph Finneran, to commend his soul to almighty God,
and to finally lay his body to rest within the soil of his own country, for which he fought and
died.
In the Gospel reading today, we see something extraordinary occurring within the heart of a soldier. Standing by
the cross of Jesus, the Roman centurion was doing his duty. And he was observing what Jesus was doing. Each
man was on a mission, one sent to that hill by the order of Pontius Pilate, the Other on Calvary at the command of
the Eternal Father. And so it was that they passed several hours in close proximity. And as Jesus died, the soldier
cried out, “Truly this man was the Son of God.” Jesus was who He said He was. And He communicated this to the
soldier in a way that he could understand in the depths of his soul, speaking not in words but in deeds, sealing his
claim in a complete sacrifice.
It’s interesting - anytime in the Gospels when we read about Jesus encountering a soldier, they understand each
other. There’s an affinity between them. And I think it finds its origin in their shared readiness to lay down their lives
for others. Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than to lay down their life for their friends.” To choose to serve in
the military, or in the police or fire department means being willing to do that at any time. It puts one in a stance of
embracing the ultimate sacrifice of own’s one life for a greater good. And that is one of the most honorable things a
human being can possibly do. And of the many who are willing to place themselves in this position of potential selfoffering, some are indeed asked to make that sacrifice.
Today we honor Joseph Finneran, a son of St. Joseph Parish and the Town of Needham, a soldier of the United
States of America, who willingly embraced the possibility of the ultimate sacrifice like every other soldier and was in
fact called to make that sacrifice, killed in action while doing his duty.
I think it’s entirely reasonable to hope that when Joseph met Jesus face-to-face after his death, they understood
each other. Because they are bonded together by that greatness of love which dares to lay down the most precious
of all things - one’s own life.
As we celebrate this Mass today, we make present in mystery on the altar the very Sacrifice of Jesus, which He
made on Calvary, and we ask Him to unite Joseph’s sacrifice to His own. We ask Jesus to fulfill the promises made
to Joseph at his Baptism, when he became an adopted son of God, entitled by virtue of Jesus’ Blood, to take his
place in the Father’s House. As his body is laid to rest with honor, so may his soul find glory in the undying light of
heaven, where every sacrifice finds its reward, and love’s longing is brought to fulfillment in the vision of God’s
face.
Grant eternal rest to your servant, O Lord. Let perpetual light shine upon him, and may he rest in peace.

Father Peter L. Stamm
St. Joseph Parish

Did you know ...
Catholic health care institutions serve almost 80 million patients a year in the United States. Catholic
hospitals constitute more than 10% of all hospitals in the country and receive about 15% of all hospital
admissions.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Th i r t y - Th i r d S u n da y i n O rd i n a r y
Ti m e , C y c l e C
Sunday, November 17, 2019

781-449-3744
Grades K, 1 and 2
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious
Education Office, please provide them a copy.
The Religious Education Office is looking for volunteers to help make chord rosaries with our 5th
and 6th graders on Dec. 8, 9, and 11. The rosaries
will be distributed in hospitals
via their chaplains.
There will be tutorial sessions
in the Elementary School
Cafeteria for those interested
on:
Monday- November 18 from
5:15– 6:15
Wednesday- November 20 from 4:15-5:15 and
5:15-6:15
Sunday- November 24 from 10:45-11:45 and
11:45-12:45 p.m.
Please call the Religious Education Office
(781-449-3744) if you have any questions.
THANKSGIVING BREAK
NO CLASSES- November 27 through December 1.
Classes will resume Monday, December 2.
Final Classes for First Semester: December 8,9,and
11. Classes resume Sunday, January 5.

The Catholic Women's
Club
Advent Wreath Sale
The Catholic Women's Club will
be selling pre-made advent wreaths as well as advent
candles the weekends of November 23 and 24th and
November 30th and December 1st. The wreaths are
$10 and the candles are $5. They will be sold in the
back of the church after the Masses.

Gospel Reading
Luke 21:5-19
Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem and warns his followers that persecution
will come before the end time.
Background on the Gospel Reading
In the context of Luke, today's Gospel appears near
the end of Jesus' teaching in Jerusalem, just prior to
the events that will lead to his crucifixion. His
warnings and predictions are ominous but can be
read in many ways.
To those who first heard Luke's Gospel, those may
have been words of encouragement. The destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans was
history (70 A.D.); Luke's Gospel, Catholic scholars
propose, was written between 80 and 90 A.D. His
audience was probably Gentile Christians. Luke
here tries to interpret the fall of Jerusalem for them
and to locate it in God's plans for humankind
(salvation history). At the same time, Luke is
suggesting to his audience that there will be a
considerable elapse of time before Jesus' final
coming. Luke's listeners have likely seen much
upheaval and are anxious to know if these are the
signs of Jesus' coming. Luke is urging greater
patience.
In the second part of today's Gospel, Jesus warns
that his followers will face persecution for their
beliefs. Luke presents persecution as an opportunity
for the followers of Jesus for “It will lead to your
giving testimony” (Luke 21:13). In persecution God's
wisdom and power will be shown in the example of
followers of Jesus. Perseverance in the face of
persecution will lead to their salvation.
Here Jesus is assuring his followers that God is
present to all believers, even in times of trouble.
Ultimately, Jesus will witness to this with his own
death. As disciples of Jesus, we try to follow his
example, trusting in God's mercy and protection,
even when we are facing difficulties.

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH
PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has
Perpetual Adoration from 6:00am
to 11:00pm at St. Joseph Chapel
located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
Please join us this Wednesday,
November 20, for the final speaker
presentation of our WINGS fall season Who Is Jesus to Us? In her
talk Jesus Our Friend: To Whom
Should I Turn? Sue Muldoon, author with her husband Tim of three
books on Catholic parenting (The
Discerning Parent, Reclaiming Family Time, Six Sacred Rules for Families), will reflect on how deepening
our friendship with Jesus can make a difference in our
lives.
Please note: Because the elevator installation project
at St. Joseph's is still ongoing, we will not meet in the
Linse Room as originally planned but will continue to
meet at First Baptist Church, 858 Great Plain Avenue
(across from the YMCA -- entrance through the church
office door on Warren St).
WINGS meets Wednesdays 9:45 - 11:30 am.
All women are welcome!

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
(CAP) SESSION 2019
Sunday, November 17

Each month MHMS homerooms take a turn leading
our school in the education and support of a particular charity. For the month of October, Mrs. Jensen's
homeroom of 6B chose to support the Young &
Strong Program at Dana Farber with a Paint the
School Pink Day. Young & Strong is dedicated to the
research and comprehensive care for young women
with breast cancer. For a minimum of $3, students
were invited to dress in pink with prizes given in each
grade for the most pink. Together we raised $640
which was donated to Young & Strong in the name
of Meghan Martin, mother of 6B's JP Martin and his
brothers Gavin and Connor in St. Joe's Elementary
School.

6:00 pm in the St. Joseph Parish Schools Library
(enter through May Street)
To register, go to
www.stjosephparishneedham.com, click on
Get Involved, then click on CAP Training
Registration. Please call the rectory at
781-444-0245 with any questions.

St Joseph Parish
Family Ministry
Bringing our church community together!

Please support the Christmas Wreath Sale
going on this month to benefit our parish and
schools.
JUSTICE & PEACE
Rosie’s Place – Thank You
The Justice & Peace Committee wishes to thank parishioners for their generous contribution of $350 towards Rosie’s Place, a women’s shelter in Boston, to
provide meals for its many guests. Nine volunteers
from our parish, including a teenager, traveled to
Rosie’s on Saturday, November 9, to prepare, cook,
serve and clean up after the main meal for 80 guests.
We hope to repeat this ministry in the spring.

The incense used in the Catholic Church
symbolizes prayers rising to heaven. It is also
used to bless and purify.

Orders can be made online. Volunteers needed to
help with orders and wreath pick ups. For more
details, contact betsygoodband@gmail.com

FOOD DRIVE
As you prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, please
remember that we are called to bring God's blessings
to other people. As St. Theresa of Avila said: "Yours
are the hands through which He blesses all the world.
" Our donations to the food drive are the answer to
someone else's prayer.
Thank you for your generosity.

November 17th Thirty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time,
Cycle C

The Gospel is about the
destruction of the Temple
of Jerusalem and the
second coming of Christ.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 19
November 10, 2019
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$11,664

$15,500

($3,836)

In Church & by mail

$9,562

Online – Weekly

$1,812

Online – Monthly

$290

TOTAL Year to Date

$258,128

The Holy Father’s
Intention for
November 2019
Universal –
Communication and Reconciliation
That a spirit of dialogue, encounter and
reconciliation emerges in the Near East, where
diverse religious communities share their lives
together.

Saturday, November 16
8:30
Candida Schoditsh– Memorial
4:00
$294,500

($36,372)

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Budgeted

Still to go

Through
Nov. 12, 2019

$103,219

$200,000

$96,781

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

Second Collection - November 24
Collection for Retired Religious Sisters
Sunday November 24th second
collection is used to assist
religious communities to
provide for the retirement and
health care needs of Sisters
who have served in the Archdiocese. Please take this opportunity to say thank you
to the Sisters who have served the Church of Boston
so generously for so many years.

Paul and Miriam Costello– Memorial

Sunday, November 17
8:00
The People of Saint Joseph Parish
9:30
Elizabeth Murphy– Special Intention
11:00 Gerard O’Neill– Memorial
12:30 The Marino and Andreola Family– Memorial
Monday, November 18
6:50
Osbourne and Jennifer —Memorial
9:00
Guido Guarino– Memorial
Tuesday, November 19
6:50
Marguerite and Virginia Ryan- Memorial
9:00
John Quagliaroli and Antonietta Andreola
Wednesday, November 20
6:50
Norma and Enrico Lucozzi– Memorial
9:00
Mary Caulfield– Memorial
Thursday, November 21
6:50
Deceased members of the Gary Bailey family
9:00
Diana Lucozzi– Memorial
Friday, November 22
6:50
Cecile Godfroy– Memorial
9:00
President John F. Kennedy – Memorial
Saturday, November 23
8:30
Donnell F. O’Duggan– Memorial
4:00
Tony Manzon– Memorial
Sunday, November 24
8:00
Antonio Moniz and Ines Correia– Memorial
9:30
The People of Saint Joseph Parish
11:00 Meghan Faria Martin– Memorial
12:30

James Foley– Special Intention

Rose for Life

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn.
This week November 17, roses are
donated by the McQuillan Family, the Ryan
Family, the Holland Family, and the Kennedy
Family.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

