Saint Joseph Parish Needham MA
May 12– 4th Sunday of Easter



PASTORAL STAFF

David C. Michael,

Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
, Deacon
Reverend Mr.



LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE 
Saturday
4:00 pm
Vigil
8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass) 
Sunday 11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass) 
12:30 pm (September through June)
Daily
6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
Masses 8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :



3 pm to 4 pm in the
Penance Room at the lowe c
c or by
appointment
CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 7814440245
…………………………… Fax: 7814447713
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
Mailing A
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492

Parish Websitewww.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
7814493744
Schools…………………...….. 7814444459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 7814444459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: PreK through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School 
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence 
are e pillars of Catholic education. 

The priests and staff of Saint Joseph Parish would like 
to wish all moms a Happy Mothers Day !

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
WELCOMING NEW CATHOLICS INTO THE FAMILY




Dear Parishioners,



Among the joys which come to us in the Easter season, one of the dearest to my heart is the reception of new members into our Catholic family. Before ascending to heaven in His resurrected body, Jesus
left His apostles a parting instruction: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 

Although the terminology associated with “making disciples” has varied from age to age, the contours of the process remain ever the same  moved by the prevenient grace of God, people’s hearts are
opened to seek the face of Christ. This grace, either gradually or sometimes suddenly, moves them into contact with that community which has steadfastly preserved the integrity of the faith handed down from the apostles  the Catholic Church. Once this contact is made, a disciple who is mature in the faith, or a group of such
disciples, takes these people under their care, and an ongoing and wideranging conversation begins on what
it means to “observe all that [Jesus] has commanded us.” This involves discussion on the relationship between
faith and reason, the Old and New Testaments, prayer, the moral life, and the sacraments, among other
things. During this time, these spiritual seekers are growing not only in knowledge but in love of God. And all
this while, prayer and fasting are being offered on their behalf. 

When they are sufficiently prepared to take on the commitments of following Jesus in His Catholic
Church, these new members are initiated into the community of disciples in two ways: Those who were not
previously baptized receive Baptism, Confirmation, and First Holy Communion. Those who were already baptized make their first Confession and a profession of Catholic faith, followed by Confirmation and First Holy
Communion.



This process of learning about Catholicism is conducted on a rolling basis throughout the year,
and the timeline is flexible, based upon the background and particular needs of each individual. If you have a
friend or family member who is considering the possibility of becoming Catholic, or if you are not Catholic yourself and would like to learn more, I am here to help every step of the way! 

Our newest Catholics, initiated this Easter season, are Rosita Moosavi and Kimiya Kim. It was
my deepest privilege and honor to teach them about our Catholic faith and receive them into the Church
through the paschal sacraments. Please pray for our wonderful “baby Catholics” and feel free to introduce
yourself to them at Mass. 


















Your servant,
Rev. Peter L. Stamm 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM MASSACHUSETTS
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Sunday, May 12, 2019
Background on the Gospel Reading

7814493744
Registration for the 2019± 2020 School Year 
Tuition is $100 per student with a family cap of
$300.Please go to the Parish website and click on Religious Education for the link to the registration form.
You may also pay your tuition online. If preferred, you
can fill out a registration form at the rectory. Our office
is open Monday± Thursday from 9± 4. 

Confirmation Papers Grade 10 
Confirmation papers were due April 7. Please return them to Debbie in the Religious Education Office 




Thank you to the dedicated staff and
volunteers, who through their time and
effort, prepared our children for this
most blessed sacrament. 
We are also grateful to our wonderful families who
continue to guide their children so they too will grow
in the Catholic faith and come to a personal relationship with Christ.




HOMEBOUND MINISTRY


Do you have a little time and wish to make a
spiritual difference in a person’s life ?

Our volunteers visit parishioners who are confined to
their homes. They pray and bring them Holy
Communion. If you or someone you know would be
interested in forming part of this important and
charismatic ministry, please contact Maureen Walsh
at 7814445967. 

The fourth Sunday of
Easter is also called
Good Shepherd Sunday. In each of the three
lectionary cycles, the
Gospel is taken from the
tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This chapter
of John's Gospel follows
Jesus' healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by Jewish leaders who question
Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge to his authority by calling himself the Good
Shepherd. He is criticizing the Pharisees and other
Jewish leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other
Jewish leaders are so angered that they attempt to
stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31 and 10:39).
This controversy with the religious leaders continues
until Jesus' death.
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's
Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' answer to
the question, “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you have to ask,
then you are not one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father. At the conclusion of
these words, John reports that the Jews intend to
stone Jesus for blasphemy, but he escapes arrest.
We may be less familiar with the metaphors of
sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus
spoke. The image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and
the community of followers as his sheep has endured over the centuries as a primary image in our
faith tradition. Its power to describe the relationship
between Jesus and his followers transcends direct
experience with sheep. The image speaks to us
about the protection, security, and care that shepherds represent for their sheep.
Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between Jesus and his disciples,
expressed as recognizing and knowing another's
voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to the relationship between Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that
he tells us that they are one²not just close, but actually one. To know Jesus is to know the Father.
Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into contact with God the Father, removing all distance between us. Our relationship with Jesus is an invitation to share in the life of
God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
St Joseph Parish 

Family Ministry

“Bringing our church community together!”




Please join us on Saturday, May 18th at 3PM at the
Middle School Dining Room for a Service Project to
be followed by the 4PM Mass and then pizza after!
Service Event: Toiletry Bags for Circle of Hope




Please RSVP to Kathy Fritz: kathy_fritz@yahoo.com 

Come with your family and help make a difference!

The Archdiocese of Boston joyfully
announces the ordination of Deacon Paul Wargovich to the Priesthood of Jesus Christ. The ordination will take place at the Cathedral of the
Holy Cross in Boston on Saturday, May
18th, at 10:00am. 
Father Wargovich will celebrate his First Mass of
Thanksgiving at his home parish of Corpus Christi,
East Sandwich, the following day on Sunday, May 19,
at the 10:45am Mass. He will also celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving here at Saint Joseph’s the following
week on Sunday, May 26 at the 11:00am Mass.
A reception and first blessings will follow in the Linse
Room. All are most welcome!



TRANSPORTATION NOTE± If anyone would like to
attend the Ordination and doesn’t want the hassle of
driving or parking, Father David has arranged for a
bus. The following are the details.


On Sunday June 2nd students from the Saint Joseph Parish Schools will once again be shaving
their heads to raise money for kids with cancer at
the One Mission Buzz Off.
One Mission is a pediatric cancer charity. Their programs make living in the hospital less lonely and
stressful, bring back joy in a time of fear and uncertainty, and give kids and their loved ones the support they
need to get through the emotional and financial challenges of treatment. All of the programs they fund directly benefit children and adolescents diagnosed with
cancer, the families who support them, and the medical community who compassionately cares for them. 
The students would love the support of the Parish
Community. If you would like to make a tax deductible
donation to the team please go to http://
www.onemissionbuzzoff.org/
saintjoesneedhamand click the donate button.
Cash or check donations payable to One Mission
may be sent to St Joseph Elementary School
Office at 90 Pickering Street, Needham MA 02492.
Attention: Buzz Off

Have you ever considered Catholic
Education for your child?
St. Joseph Elementary (PreK±Gr.5) and
Monsignor Haddad Middle School (Gr. 6 8)

in Needham are accepting applications for the 2019
20 school year. Now Offering Full Day Preschool
for 3 yearolds!
Visit our websitewww.saintjoes.comor call 781
4490133 (ext. 112, Desiree Walsh, for the
elementary school orext. 211, Pat Ross for the
middle school)to register for a tour, meet the
principals, and learn why our students are thriving!

Number of Adults² 45
Pick Up Address² St Joseph Elementary School
parking lot off Highland Ave. ( back of Rectory) 
Destination Name² Cathedral of the Holy Cross
Bus Pick up Time²
8:15AM 
Bus Return/End Time² 1:30PM


Any donation to help with the associated cost is welcomed. Reserve by calling the Rectory during the
week, from 8 am to 4 pm, (781) 4440245. 


Thank you







New or gently used children's books for 
St. Patrick's School in Roxbury
Please bring new or gently used picture books, easy
readers and chapter books to the Linse Room. 
St. Patrick's serves children from 2 years 9 months
to grade 5. Please note that the ages have changed
from previous years. St. Patrick's no longer has middle school students.
The bags are in the Linse Room now and will remain
there until May 19. No encyclopedias, please.

Food Drive
If you would like to help the Needham
Community Council Food Pantry in a
more active way, how about
volunteering at the Needham Community Farm? Visit
their website atNeedhamfarm.org. No experience is
necessary. Your donations of nonperishable foods
and other household basics are still most welcome.
Please bring them to the baskets by the doors of the
Church and we will deliver them to the food pantry.

May 12th  4th
Sunday of Easter

The Gospel is about Jesus as the Good Shepherd. 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Week of May 5, 2019
Amount
Collected


Envelopes
Online Giving
Total
Fiscal YTD
Offertory

Amount
Budgeted


Variance

$16,271 

_______ 

$16,271
$14,712
$1,559

 
$638,243
$647,328
$(9,085)

Through 40 of 51 Weeks

SUPPORTING SAINT JOSEPH PARISH 
Your ongoing support of the Offertory and Grand
Annual collections fund the life and ministries of
St. Joseph Parish. Please prayerfully consider
making your participation intentional and
sustained, especially through Online Giving. 


Online Giving allows you to make contributions to
the parish without writing checks or worrying
about cash donations, and it allows the parish to
manage monthly expenses based on consistent
support. You can sign up for Online Giving either
on your computer or smartphone. 
On your computer: 
1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com. 
2. Click on the Online Giving Link and Register
Now. 
On your iPhone or Android device: 
From either Apple App Store or Google Play,
search for the app called Online Giving.
Install and then Register to set up a new account or
SignIn for existing account. 
Please include your envelope number when
creating your account. You can then set up one
time or recurring payments to the Weekly or
Monthly Offertory Funds and manage your levels
throughout the year. Online Giving also provides
for onetime payments to other funds such as the
Capital Campaign or second collections. 

THE HOLY FATHER’S 
Prayer Intention for 
MAY, 2019 
Evangelization ± 
Church in Africa

That the Church in Africa, through the
commitment of its members, may be the seed of
unity among her peoples and a sign of hope for
the continent.

Saturday, May 11
4:00
Our Mothers Living & Deceased
Sunday, May 12
8:00

Our Mothers Living & Deceased

9:30

Our Mothers Living & Deceased

11:00

Our Mothers Living & Deceased

12:30

Our Mothers Living & Deceased

Monday, May 13
6:50
Timothy F. Ryan Memorial 
9:00

Tuesday, May 14
6:50
Ana Maria Rivera Memorial 
9:00

Wednesday, May 15
6:50
Holy Souls in Purgatory
9:00

Thursday, May 16
6:50
Teresa Freeman± Memorial
9:00

Friday, May 17
6:50

9:00
Doris N. Donoghue Memorial
Saturday, May 18
8:30
R. Elaine Frawley Memorial 
John Stefanoni Memorial
4:00
Sunday, May 19
8:00
Alfonso Igera Memorial
9:30
Adrienne Garrido Memorial
11:00
Eduardo Perez Memorial 
12:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

Rose for Life
Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn. This week May 12 roses are
donated by Danny, Sara, Mary Cate, Charlie, and
Clare Habermas. Also in thanksgiving for the
Currier and Fox grandchildren.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
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Rosanne
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Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization

Development Office
Mary Beth Cox, Director
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(Confession)

3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c


c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am 
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic  Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Adoration
Please call Michelle Ardini at 7814496048 for more information.
Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to innercity schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 7814441654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer 
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 7814446026 for further information.

Rosary 

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faithenrichment group for women. It consists of three 6week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 7814491928 or smc1021@aol.com.

