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The Raising of Lazarus
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Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of March is dedicated to

St. Joseph

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle A
Sunday, March 29, 2020
Gospel Reading
John 11:1-45 (shorter version John 11:3-7,17,20-27,33b-45)
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel according to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading
recounts another sign, or miracle, found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move
closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon what it
means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life.
The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look
to his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try to stone
him for blasphemy.
Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to Jesus that his friend is
ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection.
When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares
that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus.
The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying that if Jesus had been
there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha
affirms her belief that there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary,
comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be
brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’
death.
Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of Lazarus foreshadow the
good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete
obedience to God. In raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who
believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled away from
Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb.
With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us to reflect on Baptism as
a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin’s power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism
we join ourselves with Christ, who conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have
eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the Resurrection
and the life.
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Our plans for Lent this year have been greatly impacted by the COVID-19 public health crisis. In support of the
efforts to limit further transmission of the virus we have all been asked to give up many of the everyday activities we
take for granted, including our usual participation in the life of the Church.
One of the effects of the current events is uncertainty regarding what food products are available on any given
day. At this time, we are called to make the best of what we have at hand or is available for purchase. Many people
are using what they have stored in their freezers and on their shelves. Others are depending upon pre-packaged
meals or food delivered through support agencies, which are providing an important service for individuals and
families in our communities, especially for children and our senior citizens.
In light of these circumstances, Cardinal Seán is dispensing all Catholics in the Archdiocese from the
obligation of abstaining from meat during the remaining Fridays of Lent.
The Cardinal encourages those who can partake of this traditional Lenten practice of abstention to do so
and to offer it up for those who are suffering in any way from the pandemic we are experiencing.
Please be assured of my continued prayers and remembrance in my daily private Mass. May Our Lady Comforter
of the Afflicted, pray for us and watch over our Church.
Sincerely in Christ,
+Peter J. Uglietto
Most Rev. Peter J. Uglietto, S.T.D.
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia
Archdiocese of Boston

St. Peregrine Laziosi
Born in Forli, Italy, Peregrine is the patron saint of persons suffering from cancer, AIDS and
other serious diseases.
As a young man, he was a member of an anti-papal party until he encountered Saint Philip
Benizi, the head of the Servite order, who had been sent to try to reconcile the divided
community. While trying to preach in Forli, Philip was heckled and even struck by Peregrine,
who was overcome by momentary political fervor. But that moment also changed Peregrine. He
began to channel his energies in new directions, engaged in good works and eventually joined
the Servites in Siena and went on to be ordained a priest. Returning to his hometown, he
founded a new Servite house there and became well known for his preaching and holiness, as
well as his devotion to the sick and poor.
One of the special penances he imposed on himself was standing whenever it was not necessary to sit. Over time,
Peregrine developed varicose veins and, in turn, cancer of the foot. The wound became painful and diseased and
all medical treatment failed. The local surgeon determined amputation of the leg was called for.
Tradition has it that the night before surgery was scheduled, Peregrine spent much time in prayer before the crucified Jesus, asking God to heal him if it was God’s will to do so. Falling asleep at one point, Peregrine had a vision of
the crucified Jesus leaving the cross and touching his cancerous leg. When Peregrine awoke, the wound was
healed and his foot and leg, seemingly miraculously cured, were saved. He lived another 20 years.
Peregrine was canonized in 1726.
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In compliance with directives from local and federal government officials, the Religious Education
program has ended classes for the remainder of
this semester, which would have ended on April 8.
Lesson plans and resources for faith formation have
been sent to all of our families.
We have not yet heard that First Communions will be
cancelled. So, we are moving forward with our preparations. If we hear anything different, we will let you
know immediately.
We encourage everyone, to please spend some time
in prayer each day, personally and as a family. Pray
the rosary and/or read from Scripture. Watch Catholic
TV as they broadcast the Mass daily and have wonderful family programming.
We pray for the health and well-being of everyone.

TEMPORARY CHURCH HOURS
Lower Church
MON – FRI
SAT – SUN

6 AM TO 6 PM
9 AM TO 5 PM

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

TEMPORARILY
CANCELLED
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament has
been Temporarily cancelled, following the latest
guidelines from the Archdiocese of Boston,.

As we continue to navigate the COVID-19 outbreak, I
want you to know I am thinking of you each day. I
write to you today to update you on our "Off to the
Races" Auction from the Office of Development. Our
number one priority continues to be the safety of our
community, as well as the health and safety of our
fellow citizens. Just as Saint Joseph School continues to educate students in the face of COVID-19, so
to do our essential fundraising efforts, efforts that support critical needs here at school.
As families settle into remote learning and establish
new schedules, we feel it is in the best interest of all to
move the "Off to the Races" auction to a new date. In
keeping with our auction theme, "Off to the Races," we are moving our virtual online event to the
first Saturday in May, May 2, 2020, otherwise
known as Kentucky Derby Day. We are looking forward to bringing our community together for an evening to celebrate all that is good, our students, parents,
faculty, staff, and our wonderful school and parish!
Our hope is that our families will get together via
ZOOM in your best "Derby Attire" and enjoy an evening sipping and bidding in the comfort of your
home. This will be an evening that will bring our families together in solidarity, for it is people like you that
make this school community of ours so special. I am
proud and grateful to be part of it, and I am thankful
for all of you.
More information will be sent out in the weeks to
come. We thank all our sponsors and advertisers to
date who have embraced this new virtual format, and
we look forward to sharing our "Off to the Races" virtual auction program with you. We will begin to share
with you some of the exciting silent and live items
available as well as the always popular teacher experiences offered this year. All items will be available
for preview beginning April 29, 2020.
We look forward to coming together "online" on
May 2, 2020 to celebrate the Saint Joseph School
community and to honor Susan Horne for all that

We are asking the help of all our Parishioners who use
their offertory envelopes…
If you're able, please deposit your envelope through
the mail slot in the Rectory door at the May Street
side or mail them to:
St. Joseph Parish
1382 Highland Ave. Needham, MA 02492.
As you all know, this is the primary way that we fund
our Parish.
Thank you for your cooperation and please consider
signing up for ON-LINE GIVING, as we all deal with
these extraordinary circumstances.

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
TEMPORARILY CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

