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Sunday, March 22, 2020
Gospel Reading
John 9:1-41 (shorter form: John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38)
Jesus heals the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of Man.
Background on the Gospel Reading
As we did last week, we are reading today from the Gospel of John. In today’s Gospel,
the healing of the man born blind invites us to focus on the physical and spiritual
aspects of sight and light. In the first part of today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus’ response
to a prevalent belief of his time: that misfortune and disability were the result of sin.
That belief is why Jesus is asked the question of whose sin caused the man’s
blindness—his own or his parents’. Jesus does not answer directly, but instead gives
the question an entirely different dimension—through this man’s disability, God’s power will be made manifest.
Jesus then heals the man.
The healing is controversial because Jesus heals on the Sabbath. The Pharisees, the religious authorities of Jesus’
time, understood that the law of Moses forbade work (including healing) on the Sabbath. They also have trouble
believing that Jesus performed a miracle. To determine whether the man was really born blind, the Pharisees
question him and his parents. The man challenges the leaders of the synagogue about their assessment of the good
that Jesus has done. In turn, they expel the man for questioning their judgment.
The final revelation and moment of enlightenment comes when the man born blind encounters Jesus again. Having
heard the news of his expulsion, Jesus seeks out the man born blind and reveals himself to him as the Son of Man.
In this moment, the man born blind shows himself to be a man of faith and worships Jesus. Jesus replies by
identifying the irony of the experience of many who encounter Jesus: Those who are blind will now see, and those
who think they now see will be found to be blind.
As in last week’s Gospel about Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman, today’s reading has many allusions to
Baptism. The washing of the man in the pool of Siloam is a prototype for Christian Baptism. Through the man’s
encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is restored, and his conversion to discipleship begins.
The man born blind gradually comes to a greater understanding about who Jesus is and what it means to be his
disciple, while the Pharisees (those who should see) are the ones who remain blind.

Following the decision to temporarily suspend daily and Sunday Masses in the Archdiocese of Boston, Cardinal O’Malley has asked that all parishes provide for their churches be open every day during reasonable hours in order that the Catholic faithful and other members of the community can
have the opportunity to visit the church for times of prayer. The Cardinal has also asked that when
possible there be exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the churches.
Cardinal Sean said,” When we visit our churches outside of Mass and see the red glow of the sanctuary lamp
we know that Jesus is there with us. The presence of the Eucharist in the tabernacle and during times of
Adoration is a sign that Jesus silently and lovingly waits for us, always ready to receive and console
us. May our prayers in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament be a source of strength and peace until we
can safely resume the celebration of Mass for all members of the Catholic community in our
Archdiocese and all who would wish to join us at that time.”
Here at St. Josephs, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place in the lower church
Friday from 3 PM to 5 PM. The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed. Benediction and
reposition take place at 5:00 p.m.
Please come join us and adore Jesus.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
St. Joseph Parish, Needham

781-449-3744
In compliance with directives from local and federal government officials, the Religious Education
program has ended classes for the remainder of
this semester, which would have ended on April 8.
Lesson plans and resources for faith formation have
been sent to all of our families.
We have not yet heard that First Communions will be
cancelled. So, we are moving forward with our preparations. If we hear anything different, we will let you
know immediately.
We encourage everyone, to please spend some time
in prayer each day, personally and as a family. Pray
the rosary and/or read from Scripture. Watch Catholic
TV as they broadcast the Mass daily and have wonderful family programming.
We pray for the health and well-being of everyone.

TEMPORARY CHURCH HOURS
Lower Church
MON – FRI
SAT – SUN

6 AM TO 6 PM
9 AM TO 5 PM

LENTEN REGULATIONS :
Abstinence...

Catholics older than 14 years of age are bound to
the obligation of abstinence, which is to be
observed on Ash Wednesday and each Friday of
Lent. On these days, meat may not be used at all.

Fasting...

Catholics older than 18 years of age and up to
the beginning of their 60th year are bound to the
obligation of fasting on Ash Wednesday and
Good Friday. On these days, only one full meal is
allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to
maintain strength, may be taken. Together they
should not equal another full meal. Eating between
meals is not permitted, but liquids—including
milk and fruit juices—are allowed.

FOOD DRIVE
The food drive could use a
little more help delivering the food to the
Community Council.
The Community Council is open for donations until 7
PM on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays as well
as Saturday from 10 am to 2pm. You can sign up once
a year or once a month. No commitment is required.
For a link to the sign-up sheet or for more information,
contact Ellen Benoit at ebenoit73@verizon.net.
Thank you for supporting this mission, and a
special thank you to the drivers.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Ray Seabeck
It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Ray Seabeck. Many
of you will remember Ray and Lauretta Seabeck, the couple from New
Hampshire who dedicated their lives to serving the poor in Haiti. When
our Justice and Peace Committee asked them to share their work and
ministry with the people of St. Joseph Parish, they gladly traveled from
New Hampshire to update us on the work they did in Haiti. The Seabecks
returned during Lent for 25 years. We are saddened to say goodbye to
such a profound witness to faith in action through his service for almost
40 years to the poorest of the poor. Yet, we entrust his soul to the love
and mercy of our Heavenly Father who must be well pleased with this
good and faithful servant. Ray passed away on January 14, 2020 and a funeral Mass was celebrated on February
8th in Oregon, where he and Lauretta have lived these past few years with one of their daughters and her family.
At the end of each Sunday Mass during their Lenten visit to Needham, this remarkable couple would share the story
of their work in Haiti with the Missionary Sisters of Charity founded by Mother Teresa. Ray would assemble carousels of slides with photos of the missions, the sisters, the children and elderly served, the countless volunteers, and
the mountains of goods donated. St. Joseph parish was always very generous to Mother Teresa’s order and the
sisters’ work. After a quick lesson from Lauretta, many of our school and religious education classes would fold
scrap paper into pill pockets to be used at the clinics for the people to carry medications back to their homes.
Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere with rampant starvation, squalor, and disease. Over the
years various items collected included medical supplies, toiletries, school supplies, and even disposable diapers
during the Aids epidemic. The collections from St. Joseph parish would be driven to the Seabeck’s home in New
Hampshire by volunteers from our Justice and Peace committee. Ray and Lauretta built a storage area attached to
their house that was the size of a shipping container. When this storage area was filled to the ceiling, an actual
shipping container would be scheduled to come to their driveway. Volunteers would load every square inch of the
24-foot container which held 10 tons of goods. The container would be driven to Florida and loaded onto a ship
bound for Haiti. Mother Teresa’s sisters would be at the dock in Port-au-Prince to receive the container and would
often keep vigil over it until the government officials would finally relent and let them take it without the required
bribe. Tons of donations were sent over the years - over 3,000 tons in 319 truckloads! Faith can move mountains.
The Seabecks never asked for donations but would simply provide a needs list when parishes across New England
would ask what they could do to help. The Seabecks accepted all that was given, believing that it was from God.
God did provide as they lived St. Mother Teresa’s motto of “Let every action of mine be something beautiful for
God.”
A Mass for Ray Seabeck will be celebrated on June 30, 2020 at Sacred Heart Church in Laconia, NH at 11:00 am.
Ray will be laid to rest in Sacred Heart Cemetery followed by a reception at the parish hall. His wife, Lauretta, has
extended an invitation to all who came to know them through our parish assistance of their work with St. Mother
Teresa’s missions in Haiti. Lauretta’s address in Oregon is 7845 SW 186th Avenue, Beaverton, OR 97007.
May the soul of Ray Seabeck and all the faithfully departed, Rest in Peace. May Lauretta be comforted by our
prayers and God’s great love. Amen.

LENTEN HAITIAN MISSION COLLECTION 2020
In the developed world child mortality is more of a rarity than a norm, but in Haiti 10% of
children do not live to see their 10th birthday. This is generally due to a lack of nutrition,
a proliferation of diseases such as ringworm and typhoid caused by contaminated food and
water, and because of the limited availability of medical care. It is estimated that in Haiti there
are 2 doctors and 10 nurses for every 100,000 people.
The CRUDEM Foundation is attempting to change this in northern Haiti by providing quality health care at the
Hospital Sacre Coeur regardless of the ability to pay and by training Haitian doctors, nurses and allied health
professionals. Mothers receive prenatal care, children are vaccinated, food supplies and vitamins are distributed to
the most malnourished and people are educated about hygiene. Your contribution to CRUDEM makes this work
possible. This Lenten season can you support CRUDEM with a financial donation or by donating High protein bars
( 10 grams or more) , vitamin C lollipops (available at A NEW LEAF or Amazon.com), or toothbrushes and
toothpaste. Your donation can help to save a life.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

As COVID-19 continues to dominate the news, we
have made the difficult decision to move our auction to an ONLINE event. We believe this is in the
best interest of our families, gala attendees, vendors, and the overall Saint Joseph School community.
Thank you to our generous sponsors, ticket holders,
donors, and especially our volunteers who have been
working hard to ensure the success of this event. We
look forward to celebrating the school on April 4, 2020
from the comfort of your home. All our Silent and Live
auction items will be available to bid online as well as
our Raise the Paddle. Please know that we will be in
touch with more details regarding online bidding.

We look forward to coming together "online" on
April 4, 2020 to celebrate the Saint Joseph
School community and to honor Susan Horne for
all that she has done for our school and parish.

ROSIE’S PLACE

Cancellation of preparation and serving
of a meal at Rosie’s Place, Saturday, March 28
Rosie's Place is no longer welcoming volunteers due
to the risk of the Corona virus. We will reschedule our
visit to Rosie's Place in the fall.
However, we will send the donations collected so
they can purchase food for the meals.
If you would like to contribute, you can give cash or
write a check payable to St. Joseph parish with
Rosie’s Place on the memo line. Place your donation
in an envelope labeled Rosie’s Place and drop it in the
collection basket at Mass or in the rectory mail slot by
today March 22.
Thank you all for your donations and volunteering.

We are asking the help of all our Parishioners who
use their offertory envelopes…
If you're able, please deposit your envelope through
the mail slot in the Rectory door at the May Street
side or mail them to:
St. Joseph Parish
1382 Highland Ave. Needham, MA 02492.
As you all know, this is the primary way that we
fund our Parish.
Thank you for your cooperation and please consider signing up for ON-LINE GIVING, as we all deal
with these extraordinary circumstances.

St. Joseph’s Parish Family Ministry

Cancellation
The Lunch Making & Toiletry Collection
for the Generic Ministry event scheduled for
today Sunday, March 22, 2020
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

