Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA
January 5- The Epiphany

PASTORAL STAFF
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:00 pm

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am
(Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713

The Epiphany

Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of January is dedicated to the

Holy Name of Jesus

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER

THE EPIPHANY
The feast of the Epiphany, which was kept in the East and in certain Western Churches before
being observed in Rome, seems to have been originally a feast of the nativity; January 6, for
those churches where it was kept, was the equivalent of Christmas (December 25) in the Roman
Church. The feast was introduced at Rome in the second half of the sixth century and became the
complement and, so to say, the crown of the Christmas festival.
Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates today is the manifestation of our Lord
to the whole world; after being made known to the shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the
Magi who have come from the East to adore Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in the Magi the
first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in their wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the
Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo brings out this point admirably in a
sermon, read at Matins, in which he shows in the adoration of the Magi the beginnings of
Christian faith, the time when the great mass of the heathen sets off to follow the star which
summons it to seek its Savior.
That is the meaning, too, of the wonderful prophecy from Isaias which the liturgy appoints to be
read in the first nocturn at Matins and at the Epistle of the Mass. This same thought of universal
redemption the Church returns to as she sings, in the antiphon to the Magnificat at 2nd Vespers,
applying the words to herself, of the union with Christ typified by the wedding feast at Cana, by
the baptism of her children foreshadowed by that of Christ in the waters of the Jordan. Formerly
the Epiphany was an additional day for solemn baptisms.

—Catholic Culture.org

This weekend we have launched the Forward in Faith Program at St. Joseph Parish.
An informational brochure has been mailed to all parishioners detailing the program and
FORWARD
explaining how we as a parish want to advance our mission to serve God’s people.
IN FAITH
St. Joe’s has changed so many lives in the community! In order to continue our mission and
ministries, we encourage all parishioners to spend time in prayer and discussion with your family
reflecting on the work we do and how your involvement contributes to it. We look forward to your
participation during Commitment Weekend on January 11th and 12th. If you have any questions regarding the
Forward in Faith Program, please feel free to contact the parish office.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Epiphany of the
Lord

781-449-3744
Grades K, 1 and 2
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please provide them a copy.

CLASSES AND YOUTH MASS
Classes resume Today, Sunday, January 5.
Youth Mass– Today, Sunday, January 5, 2020
at 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the 5
pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10 students are expected to be in attendance and sit with
their facilitators. Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm
so that we can begin Mass on time. Pizza and class
will follow for grades 9 and 10.

FIRST RECONCILIATION - JANUARY 11, 2020
Please pray for our 98 children who will receive for
the first time God’s love and forgiveness through
Reconciliation .

Sunday, January 5,
2020
Gospel Reading
Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage.
Background on the Gospel Reading
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story
of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s
Gospel tells a version of Jesus’ birth that is different
than the one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus,
Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . ” The story of the census is found only in
Luke’s Gospel, but we hear about the visit of the
Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel.
We know little about the Magi. They come from the
East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we believe them to be astrologers.
We assume that there were three Magi based upon
the naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not
say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search
for a savior. Because the Magi represent the entire
world, they also represent our search for Jesus.
We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a
foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the meaning of the gifts to be Christological.
Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned the substance in the Temple.
Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ death.
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or
“showing forth.” Historically several moments in
Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated
as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, the
visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his first
miracle at Cana.

FOOD DRIVE
As we start the new year and
settle back into familiar
routines after the holidays,
please remember the food
drive. If it becomes part of your routine, it's easy.
Add one extra item to your shopping cart and put a
reminder in your phone for Sunday mornings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
Baskets for the
homebound
February Fast Cash Calendars are back!
Calendars are $10.00 each 29 Chances to win a
cash prize including two - $1,000 prizes.
February Cash Calendars make great stocking stuffers, secret Santa gifts and presents for family and
friends. Calendars continue to be available at the
rectory
Proceeds benefit the students of
Saint Joseph Parish Schools.

Jesse Tree Project
Thank you to all who helped to make
this year’s collection so successful.
Gifts were collected and delivered to
parishioners at Most Holy Redeemer in
East Boston and to students at
St. Patrick's School in Roxbury. We
want to acknowledge our parishioners
who have supported this parish activity,
which has been going on for more than 25 years.
Many thanks to all who participated, including the
students and teachers in our Religious Education
program and our schools, the priests, and our parishioners who purchased gifts and decorated our Jesse
Tree. A special message of gratitude is sent to
Kevin Naughton for obtaining a tree for the parish.

Looking for Adventure,
and at the same time
make a difference…
High School Mission Trip
for Summer 2020, interested?
There is still time to consider going on an exciting faith
-based service trip to Houston, Texas next June. We
will be providing assistance to families still struggling
from the effects of Hurricane Harvey. Please visit the
St. Joseph Parish website https://
www.stjosephparishneedham.com/servicetrip for
details and to add your name to the list of interested
students or parent volunteers. Contact Deacon Bob at
rhorne@saintjoes.com with any questions.

This Christmas … THANKS to some volunteers and
many generous donations, we were able to make 18
baskets for our parishioners who are homebound or
living in assisted housing, and at the Elizabeth Seton
residence in Wellesley.”

Thanks to all who donated and delivered these
gifts. .

St. Joseph Elementary (Preschool – Gr 5) and
Monsignor Haddad Middle School (Gr 6- 8) in
Needham are accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school year. Register for a tour, meet the
principals, and learn why our students are thriving!
Noted for its academic excellence and enrichment programs, the co-curricular activities include
a STREAM (science • technology • religion •
engineering • arts • math) program and drama classes/
productions in the grade school, and visual arts,
speech & debate, and athletics in the middle school.
To learn more, visit our website,
www.saintjoes.com, or call 781-444-4459 (ext.- 112,
Desiree Walsh, for the elementary school or ext.211, Pat Ross, for the middle school). Individual and group SJES tours available upon request. MHMS Open House Jan. 26, 12 - 2 pm.

January 5, 2020Epiphany of the
Lord

The Magi seek out Jesus
and do him homage.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 25
December 22, 2019
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$14,329

$15,500

($1,171)

In Church & by mail

$8,752

Online – Weekly

$1,892

Online – Monthly

$3,685

TOTAL Year to Date

$349,187

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Through
Dec. 25, 2019

$181,811

The Holy Father’s Intention
for January 2019

Evangelization Promotion of World Peace
We pray that Christians, followers of other
religions, and all people of goodwill may promote
peace and justice in the world.

Saturday, January 4
8:30
4:00
$387,500

Budgeted
$200,000

($38,313)

Still to go
$18,189

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

Daniel Kennedy– Memorial

Sunday, January 5
8:00

Carolyn Langford– Memorial

9:30

Jenny Ching– Memorial

11:00

For Peace and Love of Neighbor

12:30

Frank McDonnell– Memorial

Monday , Janury 6
6:50

Richard Dominique- Memorial

9:00

Brian Martin– Memorial

Tuesday, January 7
6:50

Thomas A. George– Memorial

9:00

Amelia Mowl– Memorial

Wednesday, January 8
6:50
9:00

Lucy Hebard– Memorial
Jennifer Emmett– Memorial

Thursday, January 9
6:50
9:00

Michael Connell– Memorial

Friday, January 10
6:50

Connor Moran– Memorial

9:00

Michael Greary– Memorial

Saturday, January 11
8:30
4:00

Joseph Proia– Memorial
Adrienne Garrido– Memorial

Sunday, January 12
8:00

Alice Kennedy– Memorial

9:30

Grade 5 Religious Education Students

11:00

William and Irene Melville– Memorial

12:30

Maureen Micciche– Memorial

Rose for Life

PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has Perpetual
Adoration from 6:00am to 11:00pm at St. Joseph
Chapel located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham.

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn.
This week January 5, roses are
donated by the Habermas Family, The Warner
Family, Charlie Andrew, and Josephine Fox.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

