Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA

January 19, 2020– 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF




Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon



LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE 


Saturday Vigil



Sunday



4:00 pm

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass) 
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass) 
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses



6:50 & 9:00 am

(Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :



3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
c or by appointment
Room at the lowe c

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 7814440245
…………………………… Fax: 7814447713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492

Parish Websitewww.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
7814493744
Schools…………………...….. 7814444459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 7814444459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Lauren Solomon, Interim Principal
Grades: Preschool through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School 
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic iden ty and academic excellence 
are e pillars of Catholic educa on. 



The month of January is dedicated to the


Holy Name of Jesus

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER




What is a Synod of Bishops?
Almost every two years since 1967, the Church has celebrated a Synod of Bishops. This is
a special and unique moment in the life of the Church. Bishops from all over the world
gather in order to assist the Bishop of Rome with “providing for the good of the universal Church”. In each Synod,
the Church “journeys together”, along a specific path, focusing on a theme chosen by the Pope. In the end, the
Pope “confirms his brethren in the faith” regarding “matters and situations that bear upon the internal life of the
Church and upon the kind of action that [she] should be carrying on in today's world” (Pope Paul VI).
How the Synod of Bishops began
Pope Paul VI established the Synod of Bishops in 1965. The Second Vatican Council had just concluded. Motivated
by the experience of the Council itself, Paul VI desired to:
“permanently establish a Council of Bishops, with the aim of providing for a continuance after the Council of the
great abundance of benefits that We have been so happy to see flow to the Christian people during the time of the
Council as a result of Our close collaboration with the bishops”.
The Role of the Synod of Bishops
In the words of Pope Francis, the Synod of Bishops is a body that “manifests the solicitude of the College of Bishops
for the needs of the People of God and for communion among the Churches”. The Synod is a means of gathering
information on each particular theme from the local Churches. It provides counsel to the Roman Pontiff in the
Synodal Assembly. Pope Francis, repeating what his Predecessor, Paul VI said, stated that the Synod has a
“consultative role, offering information and counsel to the Roman Pontiff on various ecclesial questions, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit”. Furthermore, the role of the Synod of Bishops is primarily that of “listening to the People
of God”. The Synod, therefore, is the “suitable instrument to give voice to the entire People of God”.
Documents governing the Synod
● The Apostolic Letter Apostolica Sollecitudo, published in 1965, is the document in which Pope Paul VI established the Synod of Bishops. From the outset, he foresaw that the Synod, “like all human institutions, can be improved upon with the passing of time”. This document contains the essential components in outline form which were
developed in successive documents.
●Ordo Synodi Episcoporum, first published in 1966, contains all the Norms regarding things as general as how
themes are chosen, how the Synod of Bishops is organized, who presides over the Synod sessions, how participants are elected, how information is gathered and communicated; and things as specific as what ecclesiastical
garb the Bishops are to wear in the assembly. This document was subsequently updated in 1969 and in 1971 by
Pope Paul VI, and in 2006 by Pope Benedict XVI.
● With the publication of the new Code of Canon Law in 1983, a chapter dedicated to the Synod of Bishops appears for the first time under Book II of The People of God, under Part II which develops the Hierarchical Constitution of the Church.
● Lastly, Pope Francis issued the Apostolic Constituion Episcopalis communio less than one month prior to the
Synod of Bishops on Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment which began on 3 October 2018. In it,
Pope Francis articulates the purpose of the Synod and its various components. Pope Francis’ particular contribution
in “improving” the Synodal structure is that of including the entire People of God in both the consultation and
implementation processes. The norms present in this document supersede any Canons in Canon Law and
preceding norms that treat the same subject.


To be continued...
Vatican News 04 October 2019

Last week you heard directly from several parishioners who spoke about how
St. Joseph’s Parish has positively changed their lives. Thank you to those who have
already completed and submitted your commitment card. Reminder letters have been
sent to parishioners who have not yet had the opportunity submit one. It’s important that all parishioners complete a commitment card. You may place your card in the regular collection or drop it off
at the parish office. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 7814440245. Thank you. 
FORWARD 
IN FAITH


SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

7814493744
Grades K, and 1



If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please provide them a copy.
Martin Luther King weekend There are no classes
on Sunday, January 19 or Monday, January 20.
Youth Mass± Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the
5 pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10
students are expected to be in attendance and sit with
their facilitators. Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm
so that we can begin Mass on time. Pizza and class
will follow for grades 9 and 10. 
Grade 6 Rel. Ed. Students will be hosting the 9:30
Mass on February 9. 
February 2 NO CLASSES for Grades 710.
Enjoy the Super Bowl !

Please join us for the WINGS (Women
in God's Spirit) winter Bible Study,
January 22  March 4 (with a week off
on February 19 during the school
vacation week). Continuing with our
20192020 theme Who Do You Say
That I Am? we will reflect on our
answer to that question using the book Being
Disciples of Jesus from the Six Weeks with the
Bible series. Being Disciples of Jesus is a thematic
bible study about discipleship and four remarkable
disciples in the Gospels  St. Peter, St. John, St. Mary
Magdalene, and the Blessed Mother.
If you would like to pick up a copy of the Bible Study
book before January 22, the books are now available
in the St. Joseph's rectory.
WINGS meets Wednesday mornings 9:4511:30 in
the Linse Room at St. Joseph's.
All women are welcome!
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Sunday, January 19, 2020

Gospel Reading
John 1:2934
John testifies that Jesus is the Lamb of God,
God’s own Son.

Background on the Gospel Reading


This Sunday we break from our reading of Matthew’s
Gospel (the primary Gospel for our current liturgical
cycle, Cycle A) to read from John’s Gospel. We heard
Matthew’s account of Jesus’ baptism last Sunday, on
the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Today, we hear
John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus as found in
John’s Gospel. John’s Gospel differs from the other
Gospels because John does not describe Jesus’
baptism by John the Baptist. Instead, John the Baptist
announces that he knows that Jesus is the Son of
God.
In today’s reading, John the Baptist sees Jesus
approaching and cries out, giving witness about who
Jesus is. In John’s testimony he says that he saw the
Spirit descend upon Jesus. By this sign, John the
Baptist knew that Jesus was the one who is to come
after him.
John the Baptist uses two titles for Jesus that are
familiar to us. John calls Jesus the “Lamb of God” and
the “Son of God.” By using these titles, John the
Baptist identifies Jesus’ ultimate purpose: to redeem
sinful humanity.
John the Baptist’s testimony about Jesus clearly
distinguishes John’s baptism from the Baptism that
Jesus will inaugurate. John baptizes with water; Jesus
will baptize with the Holy Spirit. John also puts his
practice of baptism in the context of Jesus’ ministry.
The purpose of John’s baptism was to make Jesus
known to Israel.
John the Baptist’s sense of purpose is clearly identified
in this reading: he baptized in order to prepare for and
make known the ministry of the One who was to follow.
John’s witness is an excellent example of what it
means to be a disciple. By our Baptism, we are called
to make Jesus known to all the world by our words and
by the witness of our lives.

FOOD DRIVE 
We had a bit of respite from
winter weather, but temperatures
are dropping. When temperatures
drop, heating bills rise, putting a
strain on many family budgets. Please continue to
bring your donations for the Community Council
Food Pantry to the baskets inside the doors of the
Church. Thank you for your help.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
St. Francis House 
Men’s Winter 
Clothing Drive
January 1826, 2020


Last Saturday, St. Joseph Elementary
School Second Graders along with their
religious education brothers and sisters
celebrated God’s gift of forgiveness. 


St. Francis House in the heart of downtown Boston is
the largest day shelter in Massachusetts, providing a
safe refuge and basic needs to an average of 500
homeless men and women 365 days/year. Every week
St. Francis House provides an average of 250 guests
with a clean set of clothing. This averages 13,000
changes of clothing per year. 
The Justice and Peace committee will
be sponsoring our annual men’s winter
clothing drive for St. Francis House
from January 1826. 

They prepared very hard for the
sacrament of Reconciliation. The
children practiced the Act of Contrition,
and other aspects of the sacrament.
Please keep all of them in your
thoughts and prayers as they move
forward in their faith . 

Monsignor Haddad Middle School 



Needs include new and gently used
x Pants: jeans, slacks, sweats
x Winter boots, walking shoes, sneakers
x Shirts: long and short sleeve
x Medium to 3X long & short sleeve shirts, sweaters, and sweats
x Winter coats & jackets, sweaters & sweatshirts
x Winter hats and gloves
x NEW ONLYsocks, underwear and undershirts (in
original packaging)

Winter Open House 
Sunday, January 26,12  2 pm

Please help us celebrate the legacy of the Mission of
Faith formation and Academic Excellence that is...

Monsignor Haddad Middle School.

MOVIE NIGHT 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

We cannot accept women’s and children’s clothing
or household goods. The barrels will be placed by
the entrance of the doors of the church January 1826
to accept your donations . 

Please join us on Saturday, January
25that their Hall at 1211 Highland
Ave. Needham at 6:30 PM to watch the Ken Burns
documentary, “The Mayo Clinic ± Faith, Hope &
Science”. This little known story of the Sisters of St.
Francis who, in the 1890’s raised the money to build
and then staff the world’s most renowned surgical
hospital will astound you. 

Thank you for supporting St. Francis House.
Sunday donuts are returning after
the 9:30am Mass next Sunday
January 26th! 
Please come to catch up with parishioners and enjoy a donut. We are
always looking for new helpers to
pick up donuts before Mass. Please
consider helping one or two Sundays if you or your
children enjoy this weekly tradition. 

The Needham Knights of Columbus are undertaking an effort to lift up examples of the impact of
the Catholic Faith and Church on our country and
the world. This award winning documentary by a
secular film maker makes the case that the Mayo
Clinic owes its existence to this humble order of
religious women. You need to know this story! 
Admission is free and soda and popcorn will be
provided.

Contact Stacy Hill to learn more at
StacyJHill@gmail.com 



The Needham Catholic Community 
Prays For Life 


A Holy Hour for Life with the St. Joseph and St. Bartholomew Parishes will be held on Sunday, January 26th,
at 3:00 PM at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Needham, MA. This is the 12th consecutive year that Holy Hours are
being held in parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Boston in conjunction with the ProLife Office. The service will
be led by Deacon Bob Horne and will include Exposition, Adoration and Benediction. Please join us to pray together
for the respect and dignity of human life from conception to natural death. All are welcome.

The Holy Father’s Intention 
for January 2020

This Gospel is about
John the Baptist proclaiming "Behold the
Lamb of God"

January 19th 
2nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Evangelization
PromotionofWorldPeace

Stewardship 
Offertory: Week 28
January 12, 2020
TOTAL for Week 

Collected  Budgeted
$13,415

Variance

$15,500

($2,085)

In Church & by mail

$11,118





Online ± Weekly

$2,067





Online ± Monthly

$230









TOTAL Year to Date



$391,306 $434,000

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Through
Jan. 12, 2020

$198,678


($42,694)

Budgeted Still to go
$200,000

WepraythatChristians,followersofother
religions,andallpeopleofgoodwillmaypromote
peace andjusticeintheworld.

$1,322

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.



Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled echeck
through your own bank account. 
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the dayto
day expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone.It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount. 
Thank you for your generous support!

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

Saturday, January 18
8:30
Peter Ciesluk± Memorial
4:00
Stephanie Kenney± Memorial 
Sunday, January 19
8:00
The People of Saint Joseph Parish
9:30
Gerard O'Neill± Memorial 
11:00
Martha Dunleavy± Memorial 
12:30

Antonietta and Lucio Andreola± Memorial 

Monday , January 20 Martin Luther King Day
8:30
The Carr Family± Memorial
Tuesday, January 21
6:50

9:00
Timothy Ryan± Memorial
Wednesday, January 22
6:50

9:00
Anthony Perritano± Memorial
Thursday, January 23
6:50

9:00
Mary Grace Flynn± Memorial
Friday, January 24
6:50

9:00

Saturday, January 25
8:30
Marian Tighe± Memorial
Christopher L. Wise Sr.  Memorial 
4:00
Sunday, January 26
8:00
Conrad J. Bleizer± Memorial 
9:30

Fr. Daniel Kennedy± Memorial 

11:00

Mildred Etro± Memorial 

12:30

Eleanor Marie Cadigan Memorial 

Rose for Life



PERPETUAL ADORATION

St. Mary’s in Dedham has Perpetual
Adoration from 6:00am to 11:00pm at St. Joseph
Chapel located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham. 

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn. 
This week January 19, roses are
donated by Lydia and Abe Heck,
Bridget Rose, and in memory of all unborn
children . 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
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Mary Beth Cox, Director
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Melissa Harrigan, Director (K6)
Michael
sc l
(711) 
( 11)
Debbie Coyle,
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&
Daryl Bichel,
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 7814440245. 


(Confession)

3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c


c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am 
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.

Eucharistic  Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Adoration Please call Michelle Ardini at 7814496048 for more information.
Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to innercity schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 7814441654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary 

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faithenrichment group for women. It consists of three 6week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 7814491928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

