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the salt of the
earth and
the light of the
world
Matthew 5:13-16
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James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of February is dedicated to
the Passion of Our Lord

PASTOR’S CORNER

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A
Sunday, February 9, 2020
Gospel Reading
Matthew 5:13-16
Jesus teaches that his disciples are to be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Following upon the teaching of the Beatitudes, Jesus uses the now familiar metaphors of salt and light to
describe the life of discipleship. We take salt and light for granted in our society, but these commodities were
more precious in ancient cultures. Just as now, salt was used in Jesus’ time for flavoring, as a preservative,
and as a healing agent. Similarly, the widespread use of electricity in the modern world makes us less aware of
the value and importance of light in our lives.
Still, our familiarity with this passage from Matthew’s Gospel speaks well to the abiding power of the imagery
that Jesus presented. Jesus’ call to be salt for the earth and light for the world powerfully states our mission as
Church and as Christians. Our commitment to social justice flows from the exhortation that Jesus gives us in
today’s Gospel. Some of the activities that this commitment leads us to are given more concrete expression as
the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. When we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, console those who
mourn, and so on, we show ourselves to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. When we do these
things with the community of faith, the Church, we are indeed acting as “a city set on a mountain” that cannot
be hidden!

Thank you to all parishioners who have completed and returned your commitment
card. As a reminder, all commitments need to be submitted to the Church no later than
Sunday, February 16th in order to be accounted for in the final Summary Report. Please complete
and submit your card even if you are unable to make a change to your current level of giving. You
may place your card in the regular collection or drop it off at the parish office. If you have any questions, please
contact the office at 781-444-0245
FORWARD

IN FAITH

World Marriage Day (Sunday, Feb. 9) is an opportunity to focus on building a culture
of life and love that begins with supporting and promoting marriage and the family.

2020

Cardinal Seán O’Malley is declaring a
Year of the Eucharist for the
Archdiocese of Boston!
The year will officially begin on Holy Thursday
2020 and end on the Feast of Corpus Christi 2021.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

781-449-3744
Grades K, and 1
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please provide them a copy.

It’s that time of year again, when we
begin to think about what we might
do to make our Lenten experience a
bit deeper or more meaningful than
last year. Most of us attempt to give
something up, and that is good. What if
we explored some other things that might broaden our
horizons a bit and take us out into deeper water?
The Evangelization Committee would like to suggest a
few things you can do this Lent. They all are free of
charge and just might help you grow closer to Christ
during this special time of year.

Youth Mass– Sunday, February 9, 2020 at 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the
5 pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10
students are expected to be in attendance and sit with
their facilitators. Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm so
that students can prayerfully prepare for Mass. Pizza
and class will follow for grades 9 and 10.
Grade 6- Rel. Ed. Students will be hosting the 9:30
Mass on February 9.

Winter recess
No Classes from February 16 through February 23.
Classes resume February 24.

BEST LENT EVER
Access this email program to guide you on an
incredible 40-day journey to become the best version
of yourself and make this a truly life-changing Lent.
The Dynamic Catholic website also has many other
resources for spiritual growth. Sign up at
dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever
LENTSANITY APP
Illustrated guides, daily Mass readings, and reflective
articles for Lent are featured on this app geared
toward teenagers and young adults. The appexclusive Meat Police Early Warning System sends
reminders to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday
and Fridays during Lent. Download from the Apple
App Store and Google Play, or access it at focus.org/
lentsanity.
LENTEN REFLECTIONS
WITH BISHOP ROBERT BARRON
Sign up online to receive daily Gospel reflections via
email at lentenreflections.com. Many other
resources from Bishop Barron can also be found at his
website, wordonfire.org.
You can also order the reflections in book form which
also includes Bishop Barron’s reflections on the
Stations of the Cross.
CRS RICE BOWL
Join nearly 14,000 faith communities in 180 dioceses
around the nation in prayer, fasting, and almsgiving
this Lent. Help serve our brothers and sisters most in
need around the world, while forming families and faith
communities in global solidarity. crsricebowl.org
MEDIA
EWTN Catholic TV and 1060 AM Catholic Radio offer
many interesting programs, as well as a local calendar
of events, to inspire and educate us on our Lenten
journey. Download the iCatholic radio App and listen
to your favorite shows and podcasts anywhere and
anytime.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
St Joseph Parish
Family Ministry
“Bringing our church community
together!”

Lenten Pizza Night Please join us on Friday,
February 28th for a family dinner on the first Friday
of Lent 2020, located in MHMS dining room, 6-7pm.
Kindly RSVP for this event by email to betsygoodband@gmail.com or sign up on the board in the
front of the church at all Masses. Lenten Stations of
the Cross take place during Fridays of Lent at 7pm
and all are welcome to participate after dinner.

BLESSING OF THE THROAT
TODAY
Due to unexpected circumstances
last week, blessing of the throat in
honor of St. Blaise will be available
after the 4:00 pm Vigil and all the
Sunday Masses this weekend.

Save the Date
Saturday, April 4, 2020
Four Points Sheraton
Norwood, MA

We need you… interested
in becoming a Lector?
St. Joseph is in need of additional
lectors, particularly for the Saturday 4:00 and the
Sunday 12:30 Masses.

An AUCTION to benefit the children
of Saint Joseph Parish Schools
Please join us and celebrate this year’s honoree
Mrs. Susan Horne
For tickets, sponsorships or advertising– go to
www.saintjoes.com

Cursillo is a short course in Christianity. In
Cursillo, you encounter Christ in a small
community of the Church, in order to deepen
your own faith and strengthen your ability to
be a witness of Christ in the world.
The dates for the next weekends are:

Women’s Cursillo Weekend
March 5-8, 2020
Men’s Cursillo Weekend
April 23-26, 2020
The weekend runs from Thursday evening
through Sunday afternoon and is held at the
Campion Center in Weston, MA. Many
members of our parish have attended and
would be happy to talk with you about it.
For more information please check the Boston
Cursillo website: www.bostoncursillo.org. You
may also phone Susan Horne at
781-239-3575.

If interested, training ( about an hour ) and a Lector
workbook will be provided. Lectors generally read
about once a month. They are usually scheduled for
whatever Mass they normally attend, or for whichever
Masses they prefer.
If you are interested in this rewarding and important
service to the Parish, please contact Jim Benoit
at: jcbenoit73@verizon.net or 781-444-1654.

Knights of Columbus’
Puppies & Pasta
Family Dinner Night!
Please join us and families from Needham’s Catholic
Schools and Parishes on Thursday, February
27th for a delicious family dinner of pasta and meatballs with all the fixings and spend some time with a
room full of adoptable puppies from Shultz’s Guest
House, a wonderful dog rescue organization in
Dedham! What could be more fun than getting to
know other families in the community and then watch
the kids romp around with a big bunch of bouncy,
happy puppies? You’ll learn about this wonderful
shelter and have a chance to win some fun prizes, too!
The evening starts at 6:30 and admission is $25 for
adults and $10 for children under 12. Net proceeds
will go to Shultz’s Guest House. Needham Knights of
Columbus Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council #1611 is
located at 1211 Highland Ave., Needham, MA.
Hope to see you there!

February 9 - Fifth
Sunday in Ordinary
Time, Cycle A

Jesus said to His disciples, "You are the salt of
the earth."

February 2, 2020
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$14,702

$15,500

($ 798)

In Church & by mail

$9,985

Online – Weekly

$2,332

Online – Monthly

$2,385

TOTAL Year to Date

$438,861

Universal prayer intention Listen to the Migrants’ Cries
We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers
and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may
be heard and considered.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 27

The Holy Father’s Intention
for February 2020

Saturday, February 8
8:30

Ann Kucher– Memorial

4:00

Geraldo Caiazzo– Memorial

Sunday, February 9

$480,500

($41,639)

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

8:00

John F. Curran– Memorial

9:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

11:00

Adrienne Garrido- 2nd Anniversary

12:30

Kay and Alfred De Iulio and William Doherty –
Memorial

Monday , February 10
6:50
9:00

John and Florence Ryan– Memoriral
Margaret Kelly– Memorial

Tuesday, February 11
6:50
9:00

Abe Kniaz– Memorial
Grace Rett- Memorial

Wednesday, February 12
6:50
9:00

Alena Mrazoza– Memorial
John Felton– Memorial

Thursday, February 13
6:50
9:00

Spiritual Needs of the Dying—Memorial
Anne Longley– Memorial

Friday, February 14
6:50

Mary E. Totten– Memorial

9:00

Timothy Ryan– Memorial

Saturday, February 15
8:30
Monica Cortez– Special Intention
4:00

Joseph Macrina– Memorial

Sunday, February 16

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

8:00

Barbara Walsh– Memorial

9:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

11:00

Frank Keady– Memorial

12:30

Antonietta Andreola– Memorial

Rose for Life

PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has Perpetual
Adoration from 6:00am to 11:00pm at St. Joseph
Chapel located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham.

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn.
This week February 9, roses are
donated by The Gurkin Family, In memory of
Anna Kane, Mary and Anne Holland, and Albina
and Albert Governor.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

