Saint Joseph Parish Needham, MA
February 24– 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTORAL STAFF
David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Reverend Mr.
, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
4:00 pm
Vigil
Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Pen-

ance Room at the lowe c
ment.

c or by appoint-

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH SCHOOLS
Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-K through 5
Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8
Catholic identity and academic excellence are e
pillars of Catholic education. We
to nurture the
whole
mind, body and soul, w ile
ing
the student to be an active
of the
c
and a good
of

February is the month of the Holy Family!

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
St. Justin Martyr, On the Eucharist.
What follows is an excerpt from the First Apology of St. Justin Martyr, c. 155 AD. Justin
was a pagan philosopher who became a Christian, and who used his philosophical training
to explain and defend the faith in a time of persecution by the Roman authorities. (It is in
that sense that the term “apology” is used, i.e., as an explanation of the faith, not as an expression of regret.) Justin’s Apology is an extraordinary testimony to the centrality of this
great mystery in the life of the Church from its very beginning, and his account of the celebration of the Sunday Eucharist will sound familiar to us almost 2000 years later.
Fr. David C. Michael, Pastor

No one may share the Eucharist with us unless he believes that what we teach is true, unless he is washed in the regenerating waters of baptism for the remission of his sins, and unless he lives in accordance with the principles given us by
Christ.

We do not consume the eucharistic bread and wine as if it were ordinary food and drink, for we have been taught that
as Jesus Christ our Savior became a man of flesh and blood by the power of the Word of God, so also the food that our
flesh and blood assimilates for its nourishment becomes the flesh and blood of the incarnate Jesus by the power of his
own words contained in the prayer of thanksgiving.
The apostles, in their recollections, which are called gospels, handed down to us what Jesus commanded them to do.
They tell us that he took bread, gave thanks and said: Do this in memory of me. This is my body. In the same way he
took the cup, he gave thanks and said: This is my blood. The Lord gave this command to them alone. Ever since then
we have constantly reminded one another of these things. The rich among us help the poor and we are always united.
For all that we receive we praise the Creator of the universe through his Son Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.
On Sunday we have a common assembly of all our members, whether they live in the city or the outlying districts. The
recollections of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as there is time. When the reader has finished, the president of the assembly speaks to us; he urges everyone to imitate the examples of virtue we have heard in
the readings. Then we all stand up together and pray.
On the conclusion of our prayer, bread and wine and water are brought forward. The president offers prayers and
gives thanks to the best of his ability, and the people give assent by saying, “Amen”. The eucharist is distributed, everyone present communicates, and the deacons take it to those who are absent.
The wealthy, if they wish, may make a contribution, and they themselves decide the amount. The collection is placed
in the custody of the president, who uses it to help the orphans and widows and all who for any reason are in distress,
whether because they are sick, in prison, or away from home. In a word, he takes care of all who are in need.
We hold our common assembly on Sunday because it is the first day of the week, the day on which God put darkness
and chaos to flight and created the world, and because on that same day our savior Jesus Christ rose from the dead.
For he was crucified on Friday and on Sunday he appeared to his apostles and disciples and taught them the things
that we have passed on for your consideration.

Saturday, April 6, 2019
Spring Auction Gala at the
Hilton at Dedham Place
Join us on April 6th at 6:00 p.m. for cocktails, appetizers, dinner, music,
Live and Silent Auction and much, much, more!
This year we are happy to announce we will be honoring
Ms. Rosanne Timmerman - 2019 Auction Honoree
We look forward to seeing you on April 6!
For more information please email: mcox@saintjoes.com

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM MASSACHUSETTS
Gospel Reading
Luke 6:27-38
Jesus teaches his disciples to be merciful as
God is merciful.

781-449-3744
Youth Mass and Classes
Sunday March 3
Grades 9 & 10 –are expected to be in attendance
at the 5pm Mass and sit with their facilitators.
Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm so that you
can prayerfully prepare for Mass. Pizza and
class will follow. All are invited to join us.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner- NEW DATE
Tuesday, MARCH 5 @ 6:30 pm
Middle School Dining Room
All catechists, assistants, and volunteers are
invited to attend. RSVP FEB 27

February Vacation
No classes Sunday, February 17 through Sunday, February 24. Classes will resume Monday,
February 25.

Thank you to our K-6 families for your participation in the 2019 “Soup”er Bowl . With your
generosity over 100 food items were donated.

First Communion
There will be a parent meeting on Tuesday,
March 19 at 7:00 pm in the lower church

Second Collection
Today’s second collection will
support the Church in those
underdeveloped areas of the
world. Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the Church in
Africa and in Central and Eastern Europe and three
important national Catholic missions: the Military
Archdiocese, Home Missions, and the Black and
Indian Missions. Your generosity will help fund the
spiritual, educational and humanitarian needs of the
Church around the world.

Background on the Gospel Reading
Today's gospel reading is a continuation of the
teaching that began in last Sunday's gospel. We
continue to hear Jesus' Sermon on the Plain. Recall
that in Luke's Gospel, this teaching is addressed to
Jesus' disciples. This is in contrast to the parallel
found in Matthew's Gospel, the Sermon on the
Mount, in which Jesus' words are addressed to both
the disciples and to the crowds.
These words from Jesus' teaching are familiar to us.
They constitute the crux and the challenge of what it
means to be a disciple: Love your enemies, turn the
other cheek, give to those who ask, do unto others,
lend without expecting repayment, judge not lest
you be judged.
There are several similarities between Luke's and
Matthew's report of Jesus' great teaching. Both
begin with the Beatitudes. Matthew includes nearly
all the content that Luke does; the Sermon on the
Mount in Matthew's Gospel is longer than Luke's
Sermon on the Plain. There are, however, differences in language and nuance. For example, Matthew presents this portion of the teaching as a contrast between Jesus' teaching and the teachings of
the law and the prophets. This is in keeping with
Matthew's concern to address his predominantly
Jewish audience. It is likely that Luke omits this contrast because it was unnecessary for the Gentile
believers for whom Luke is writing.
Another point of contrast between Matthew and
Luke's presentation is the terminology. In Luke, Jesus contrasts the behavior of his followers with the
behavior of “sinners.” In Matthew, Jesus contrasts
the behavior desired with the behavior of tax collectors and Gentiles. Matthew concludes the teaching
about love of enemies with the admonition to be
perfect as God is perfect; Luke concludes by emphasizing God's mercy.
In both Gospels, Jesus' words challenge those who
would follow him to be more like God. God loves us
beyond our expectations, beyond anything we can
possibly imagine. In response to God's love, we are
to love as God loves, beyond expectations and with
a depth beyond imagining.

VESPERS
Sunday 7 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
Catholic Women's Club
Lenten Luncheon

Please join Brian Rose on Saturday, March 2, for
the rosary and a 15-minute meditation after the
8:30 am Mass.
The Devotion for the Five First Saturdays follows
Jesus’ request to honor His mother, the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, “so many souls will be
saved, and there will be peace.”

TODAY
The Daughters of St. Paul
Book Fair
These Media Sisters, will be here at our parish today
after all the Masses.
Please stop by their tables and find Inspirational reading, Lives of the Saints, books for Children, Rosaries,
DVD’s, Music and more! Choose something to enrich
your faith or to share it with others! Additionally, you
can check out their website: www.pauline.org

Centennial Parish Book
“If you had a photo taken for our Centennial
Parish book, please pick up your complimentary book in the rectory.
If you would like to purchase a copy, the
books are for sale for $8.”

Altar Server Training
Fr. Peter has scheduled the following two sessions for new altar server training for students in grades 4 and up, to be
held in the upper church.
Thursday
Saturday

March 7
March 9

4-5 p.m.
2-3 p.m.

Parents should call the rectory (781-444-0245) ahead
of time to register their child and let them know which
session their child will attend.

The Catholic Women's Club will be hosting a Ladies
Lenten Luncheon on March 10th from 12-1:30 in
the Middle School Cafeteria.
Our guest speaker will be Susan Horne who will be
giving a Lenten Reflection focusing on Clinging to
Jesus, the True Vine.

St Joseph Parish
Family Ministry
“Bringing our church
community together!”
Sign Up!
Father Bill’s Place: families interested in helping put
together bagged lunches for children in need on Sunday
March 3rd from 1-3pm in the Monsignor Haddad Middle School dining room. Space is limited, so please
sign up now… https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0848aea92ca20-pbj
Upcoming Events:
Lenten Pizza Friday Night: Come & enjoy Family Pizza
Night in Lent. More details to follow.
Donuts, Coffee, Juice, & Fellowship!
As always, join us in the Linse Room after the 9:30 Mass
for coffee, juice and donuts.
Any suggestions or ideas of events or service projects
you’d like to see, or if you’d be interested in joining in on
the planning, please email saintjoesfamilyminis-

This spring our Justice & Peace group
will continue our traditional ministry of preparing and serving a meal at Rosie’s Place, a refuge for homeless women in Boston. We will sponsor
the cost of an afternoon meal ($350) on Saturday,
April 14, and bring ten volunteers to cook and serve
dinner in Rosie’s kitchen from 3 to 5:30 PM.
If you would like to contribute, you may give cash or
write a check payable to St. Joseph parish with
Rosie’s Place on the memo line. Place your donation
in an envelope labeled Rosie’s Place and drop it in the
collection basket at Mass or in the rectory mail slot by
April 8.
To join us in preparing and cooking the meal, contact Priscilla Cahn at prisc_need@yahoo.com or
781-444-1163 or Phyllis Mays at maysp@rcn.com
or 781-453-0051. We will meet at 2 PM on Saturday,
April 14, in the school parking lot, and will return
by 6:30 PM.
Monetary Contributions Through April 8

Jesus said to his disciples:
“To you who hear I say, love
your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray
for those who mistreat you.”

February 24th Seventh Sunday of
Ordinary Time.

Week of February 17,2019

EnvelopesOnline GivingTotal
Fiscal YTD
Offertory

Amount
Budgeted

Variance

$13,481
2,460
$15,941

$14,712

$1,229

$482,952

$500,208

($17,256)

Through 33 of 51 Weeks

SUPPORTING SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
INCREASED SUNDAY OFFERTORY
AND GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
As you all know, these are the primary
ways that we fund our parish’s life and
ministry. Please consider an increase to your

weekly offertory gift and don’t forget to make a
contribution to our Grand Annual Collection. Your
support for all our parish endeavors is greatly
appreciated!

ONLINE GIVING
Online Giving allows you to make contributions to
the parish without writing checks or worrying about
cash donations, and it allows the parish to manage
monthly expenses based on consistent support.
To start:
1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com.
2. Click on the Online Giving Link, and
3. Click on the Create New Account link.
4. Please include your envelope number in your
profile.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Please remember to register at the parish, as well,
by going online or calling the parish office at
781-444-0245.

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

Prayer Intention for
February, 2019
Universal: Human Trafficking
For a generous welcome of the victims of
human trafficking, enforced prostitution, and
violence.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Amount
Collected

THE HOLY FATHER’S

Saturday, February 23
4:00
Geraldo Caiazzo– Memorial
Sunday, February 24
8:00

Barbara Walsh—Memorial

9:30
Teresa Srubarczyk– Memorial
11:00
Ria Lodd– Memorial
12:30
The People of Saint Joseph
Monday, February 25
6:50
9:00
Brid Davoren
Tuesday, February 26
6:50
Sandra Simole— Anniversary
9:00
Robert and Dorothy Allan- Memorial
Wednesday, February 27
6:50
9:00
James Hanagan- Memorial
Thursday, February 28
6:50
9:00
David Lee McElroy– Memorial
Friday, March 1
6:50
9:00
Saturday, March 2
8:30
William, John and Paul McNamara– Memorial
4:00
Sunday, March 3
8:00
Joseph Scolavino– Memorial
9:30
Frank McDonnell- Memorial
11:00
Jacques Thompson– Memorial
12:30
The People of Saint Joseph Parish

Rose for Life

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn. This week February 24, the roses
are donated in memory of Steven Delicata,
Deacon Brendan Fay, James Kinch, the Robert
Leo Lee Jr. family, and the Currier family.
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(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

