Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA

February 2, 2020– The Presentation Of the Lord

PASTORAL STAFF
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:00 pm

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am
(Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Lauren Solomon, Interim Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of February is dedicated to
the Passion of Our Lord

PASTOR’S CORNER

SAINT BLAISE’S STORY
We know more about the devotion to Saint Blaise by Christians around the world
than we know about the saint himself. His feast is observed as a holy day in some
Eastern Churches. In 1222, the Council of Oxford prohibited servile labor in England
on Blaise’s feast day. The Germans and Slavs hold him in special honor, and for
decades many United States Catholics have sought the annual Saint Blaise blessing
for their throats.
We know that Bishop Blaise was martyred in his episcopal city of Sebastea,
Armenia, in 316. The legendary Acts of St. Blaise were written 400 years later.
According to them Blaise was a good bishop, working hard to encourage the spiritual and physical health of
his people. Although the Edict of Toleration (311), granting freedom of worship in the Roman Empire, was
already five years old, persecution still raged in Armenia. Blaise was apparently forced to flee to the back
country. There he lived as a hermit in solitude and prayer, but he made friends with the wild animals. One day
a group of hunters seeking wild animals for the amphitheater stumbled upon Blaise’s cave. They were first
surprised and then frightened. The bishop was kneeling in prayer surrounded by patiently waiting wolves,
lions and bears.
The legend has it that as the hunters hauled Blaise off to prison, a mother came with her young son who had
a fish bone lodged in his throat. At Blaise’s command the child was able to cough up the bone.
Agricolaus, governor of Cappadocia, tried to persuade Blaise to sacrifice to pagan idols. The first time Blaise
refused, he was beaten. The next time he was suspended from a tree and his flesh torn with iron combs or
rakes. Finally, he was beheaded.

Prayer to Saint Blaise
O glorious Saint Blaise, who by thy martyrdom didst leave to the Church a precious witness to the faith, obtain
of us the grace to preserve within ourselves this divine gift, and to defend, without human respect, both by
word and example, the truth of that same faith, which is so wickedly attacked and slandered in these our
times. Thou who didst miraculously restore a little child when it was at the point of death by reason of an affliction of the throat, grant us thy mighty protection in like misfortunes; and, above all, obtain for us the grace of
Christian mortification together with a faithful observance of the precepts of the Church, which may keep us
from offending Almighty God. Amen.

FORWARD

The parish website now has a link to the witness talks given by parishioners who shared
their stories at the Masses on the weekend of January 11th and 12th. You will be inspired to
hear how St. Joseph Parish has played such an important part in their faith journeys. You can access
via the homepage or at the link: www.stjosephparishneedham.com/witness.

IN FAITH

Thank you to all parishioners who have completed and returned your commitment card. Please complete and submit
your card even if you are unable to make a change to your current level of giving. For those registered parishioners
not currently supporting the church with regular offertory gifts, please consider a one-time or periodic gift to support
the needs of our parish. Thank you.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
The P r e se ntation
of the Lor d

781-449-3744
Grades K, and 1
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious Education Office, please provide them a copy.
Youth Mass– Sunday, February 9, 2020 at 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the
5 pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10
students are expected to be in attendance and sit with
their facilitators. Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm so
that students can prayerfully prepare for Mass. Pizza
and class will follow for grades 9 and 10.
Grade 6- Rel. Ed. Students will be hosting the 9:30
Mass on February 9.
February 2- NO CLASSES for Grades 7-10.
Enjoy the Super Bowl !

“Soup”-er Bowl
K-6 students are invited to bring cans of soup and
other non-perishable items to class on February 2,3,
and 5 to benefit the Needham Community Council.
Thank you for your generosity!

Sunday, February 2, 2020
Gospel Reading
Luke 2:22–40 (Shorter Form: Luke 2:22–32)
Simeon recognizes the infant Jesus as the promised Messiah.
Background on the Gospel
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the
Presentation of Jesus in the temple. The Presentation,
which is celebrated 40 days after Christmas, is not
mentioned in the other Gospels. Only Luke tells the
story, most likely because he writes for Gentile
Christians who are not familiar with the Jewish rite of
presentation and purification. In addition, the intent of
Luke’s Gospel is to show that God’s promise to Israel,
fulfilled in Jesus, extends to Gentiles.
Luke recognizes Joseph and Mary as faithful Jews
who bring Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem. Here
they present their firstborn son to the Lord. Jesus is
thus consecrated as required by the Law of Moses.
Present in the temple at this time are Simeon and
Anna. Both are awaiting the restoration of God’s rule
in Israel.
Simeon had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he
would see Christ the Lord, the Messiah, before he
died. The holy man immediately recognized the infant
Jesus as the promised Savior, a “light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Anna
also recognized Jesus as the fulfillment of the promise
of redemption and spoke about him to all.

Thank you
St Francis House
Warm Winter
Clothing Collection
We are blessed to have such a generous Parish. This
year we collected 41 bags of coats, sweaters, shirts,
pants, new socks and underwear that will be donated
to St. Francis House in Boston. Your generosity provides a source of hope and warmth to many of
Boston’s homeless and poor on these cold winter
days. Thank you for your ongoing support for this
Parish project. God Bless!

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
Knights of Columbus

Super Bowl Party

TODAY

BLESSING OF THE THROAT
TODAY

To benefit our seminarians!
The Needham Knights of Columbus Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council #1611 will hold its annual Super Bowl
Party today Sunday, February 2nd. Hall doors open
at 4:30 and kickoff will be at 6:30 PM. Admission is
$25 for adults and $10 for children 12 and under, and
includes mouthwatering
appetizers, a delicious
dinner, and our Chili
Cook Off competition! Come and vote for
your favorite! The game
will be shown on three
big screen TVs and there
will be loads of fun and prizes. Bring the whole family! Net proceeds for the event will benefit our local
seminarians. The hall is located at 1211 Highland
Ave. , Needham, MA and details can be found at
www.needhamkofc.org.

St Joseph Parish
Family Ministry
“Bringing our church community
together!”

Lenten Pizza Night Please join us on Friday,
February 28th for a family dinner on the first Friday
of Lent 2020, located in MHMS cafeteria, 6-7pm.
Kindly RSVP for this event by email to betsygoodband@gmail.com or sign up on the board in the
front of the church at all Masses. Lenten Stations of
the Cross take place during Fridays of Lent at 7pm
and all are welcome to participate after dinner.

Blessing of the throat in honor of St.
Blaise will be available after the 4:00
pm Vigil and all the Sunday Masses.

Knights of Columbus’
Puppies & Pasta
Family Dinner Night!
Please join us and families from Needham’s Catholic
Schools and Parishes on Thursday, February
27th for a delicious family dinner of pasta and meatballs with all the fixings and spend some time with a
room full of adoptable puppies from Shultz’s Guest
House, a wonderful dog rescue organization in
Dedham! What could be more fun than getting to
know other families in the community and then watch
the kids romp around with a big bunch of bouncy
happy puppies? You’ll learn about this wonderful
shelter and have a chance to win some fun prizes, too!
The evening starts at 6:30 and admission is $25 for
adults and $10 for children under 12. Net proceeds
will go to Shultz’s Guest House. Needham Knights of
Columbus Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council #1611 is
located at 1211 Highland Ave., Needham, MA.
Hope to see you there!

Confid e ntial Catholi c
O utr e ac h
to W ome n and Me n

Save the Date
Saturday, April 4, 2020
Four Points Sheraton
Norwood, MA

Project Rachel is a confidential Catholic outreach
ministry offering hope and healing to women and men
hurting from past abortions.
Project Rachel is named after the Old Testament figure
Rachel, who weeps inconsolably for her children "who
are no more" until God came to her, offering hope for
her future. (Jeremiah 31:15-17)
Winter/Spring 2020 Dates

An AUCTION to benefit the children
of Saint Joseph Parish Schools
Please join us and celebrate this year’s honoree
Mrs. Susan Horne
For tickets, sponsorships or advertising– go to
www.saintjoes.com

Saturday, March 7
Saturday, April 4
Saturday, May 30
9:00AM – 5:00 PM
For more information- call (508) 651-3100) or
www.projectrachelboston.com

February 2 - The
Presentation of the
Lord

Simeon recognizes the
infant Jesus as the promised Messiah

January 26, 2020
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$14,304

$15,500

($1,196)

In Church & by mail

$11,497

Online – Weekly

$2,492

Online – Monthly

$315

TOTAL Year to Date

$424,159

Universal prayer intention Listen to the Migrants’ Cries
We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers
and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may
be heard and considered.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 26

The Holy Father’s Intention
for February 2020

Saturday, February 1
8:30

Heather Connolly– Memorial

4:00

Albert E. Good– Memorial

Sunday, February 2
$465,000

($40,841)

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Budgeted

Still to go

Through
Jan. 31, 2020

$200,293

$200,000

0

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

8:00

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

9:30

Scouts– Pack 23 Needham

11:00

Bridie, Dick and Julie– Memorial

12:30

Florence Rosselle– Memorial

Monday , February 3
6:50

Judy King– Memorial

9:00
Tuesday, February 4
6:50
9:00

Poor suffering souls in Purgatory
Mary Smith– Memorial

Wednesday, February 5
6:50
9:00

Mario Clavell, Sr.– Memorial
Special Intention L.J.G.

Thursday, February 6
6:50
9:00

Martin King– Memorial
Special Intention M.O.G.

Friday, February 7
6:50

George Kane— Memorial

9:00

Father Gerard Jean- Juste- Memorial

Saturday, February 8
8:30
Ann Kucher– Memorial
4:00

Geraldo Caiazzo– Memorial

Sunday, February 9
8:00

John F. Curran– Memorial

9:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

11:00

Adrienne Garrido- 2nd Anniversary

12:30

Kay and Alfredo De Iulio and William Doherty and
Rosemarie Valentino– Memorial

Rose for Life

PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has Perpetual
Adoration from 6:00am to 11:00pm at St. Joseph
Chapel located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham.

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn.
This week February 2, roses are
donated by Marie Chisholm, Dorothy Mullen,
and in memory of Gene Fredey, Daniel Valway,
Isaie and Redina D’Eon, and the Jones and
Messier families
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

