Saint Joseph Parish Needham, MA
December 30 – The Holy Family

David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Reverend Mr.
, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday
4:00 pm
Vigil
Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily
Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Parish Sc ools
Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-K through 5
Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8
Catholic identity and academic excellence are
e
pillars of Catholic education. We
to nurture the
whole
mind, body and soul, w ile
ing
the student to be an active
of the
c
and a good
of socie .

On the feast of the Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary, the Priests,
Deacons and Staff Members of St. Joseph Parish
wish everyone a blessed and Happy New Year !

PASTOR’S CORNER

Christmas thanks, 2018
It seems hard to believe that another year has gone by so quickly and that we find ourselves, once
again, pondering the Christmas mystery that, in Jesus Christ, God became one with us so that we
might become one with God.

On behalf of our Parish, I want to offer my sincerest thanks to all who helped to make our celebration of the Christmas Masses such a wondrous experience of the Lord’s presence among us.
Thank you to the parishioners who volunteered to decorate our church for the Christmas season,
and to those many others who assisted us on the altar in the celebration of the Liturgies.
Finally, our musicians and choirs deserve our special thanks for the extra hours of rehearsals over
several months, so that, through the gift of music we might “be filled with the Spirit, addressing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and playing to the Lord in (our) hearts,
giving thanks always and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father” (Eph. 5:19).
Did you ever wonder where the tradition of using poinsettias for Christmas came from? Here is the
answer, excerpted from a little book I love called, The Christmas Book by Fr.
Francis X. Weiser, SJ (1952)
“The Poinsettia – This native plant of Central America is now widely used in
churches and homes at Christmas, because the flaming star of its red bracts resembles the star of Bethlehem. It is a very popular Christmas decoration in this
country, really the favorite plant of the season. The poinsettia was named after
Dr. Joel Roberts Poinsett, who served as United States Ambassador to Mexico.
Upon his return, in 1829, he brought this flower with him to his home in South
Carolina, where it flourished.
The people of Mexico call the poinsettia the “flower of the Holy Night.” A charming Mexican legend
explains its origin: On a Christmas eve, long ago, a poor little boy went to church in great sadness,
because he had no gift to bring to the Holy Child. He dared not enter the church, and kneeling humbly on the ground outside the house of God, prayed fervently and assured our Lord with tears how
much he desired to offer him some lovely present – “But I am very poor and dread to approach you
with empty hands.” When he finally rose up from his knees, he saw springing up at his feet a green
plant with gorgeous blooms of dazzling red. His prayer had been answered; he broke some of the
beautiful twigs from the plant and joyously entered the church to lay his gift at the feet of the Christ
child. Since then the plant has spread over the whole country; it blooms every year at Christmas
time with such glorious abandon that people are filled with the true holiday spirit at the mere sight
of the Christmas flower, symbolic of the Savior’s birth.”
With my prayers for Christmas peace and a blessed New Year for all!
Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM MASSACHUSETTS
The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Cycle C

781-449-3744
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION
2018 - 2019
You can still register for the 2018-2019 Religious
Education program. The tuition is $80 per child with
a family cap of $250. Please go to the Parish website and click on Religious Education for the link to
the registration form.
_______________________________________

YOUTH MASS AND CLASSES
Sunday, January 6, 2018, 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the
5 pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10 students are expected to be in attendance and sit with
their facilitators. Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm
so that we can begin Mass on time. Pizza and class
will follow for grades 9 and 10.
Classes resume for all grades on
Sunday, January 6.

Food Drive
Looking for a New Year's resolution?
Would you like to do more to help
someone else, but there is no time in your
already hectic schedule? How about becoming a regular
donor to the Needham Community Council Food Pantry?
Just bring your donation with you when you come to
Mass. Leave them in the wicker baskets, and our
volunteers will deliver the food for you.
The Justice and Peace Committee wishes all of you
peace and happiness in the New Year.

WINGS WINTER
BIBLE STUDY
Please join us for the WINGS Winter Bible Study,
January 9 - February 13. Continuing with our annual
theme The Greatest of These Is Love, we will be
studying 1 Corinthians using a book from the Six
Weeks with the Bible series, 1 Corinthians: Living as
Christians.
The bible study will meet Wednesdays 9:45 - 11:30 am
in the Linse Room at St. Joseph's Parish. All women
are welcome!

Sunday, December 30, 2018
Background on the Gospel Reading
Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy
Family. This feast is part of the Christmas season,
and we should place today's Gospel in the context of
what Luke's Gospel tells us about the birth of Jesus.
Luke has been answering the question “Who is Jesus?” through his stories of the births of John the
Baptist and Jesus. Today's Gospel reading continues
this theme. It has no parallel in the other Gospels
and is the conclusion of Luke's Infancy Narrative.
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are presented in this Gospel as a faithful Jewish family. They are participating in the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the
feast of Passover, an event shared each year with
family and friends. When Jesus is found, Luke describes him as seated in the Temple in the midst of
the Jewish teachers. Although he is young, Jesus
seems not to need teaching about his Jewish tradition. In his dialogue with these learned teachers,
Jesus astounds them with his insight and understanding. Jesus is a child of Israel. His Father is
God.
The dialogue between Mary and Jesus contains
many references to family relationships. In fact, in
this Gospel reading Mary and Joseph are never
identified by name. Instead they are referred to by
their relationship to Jesus. Ultimately, this emphasizes Luke's point about the identity of Jesus. When
Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Temple, they
question Jesus and express their anxiety. Jesus replies in words that many have thought to be disrespectful. Jesus says that he was never lost; he was at
home. Jesus is God's Son, and he is in his Father's
house. Luke will continue to suggest that faith in
Jesus establishes new family relationships as he describes Jesus' public ministry.
In Luke's Gospel, Mary's importance is even greater
than her role as Jesus' mother. Mary is the first disciple and will be present with Jesus' disciples after
his Resurrection at Pentecost.

VESPERS
Sunday at 7 pm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
Holy Day of Obligation
The Solemnity of Virgin Mary
Tuesday- January 1, 2019
Mass Schedule:
Monday, Dec. 31, Vigil– 4 pm
Tuesday, January 1– 9 am and 11 am

Please join Brian Rose on Saturday, January 5,
for the rosary and a 15-minute meditation after
the 8:30 am Mass.

Catholic Women’s Club Starting at
St. Joseph Parish !
Women of St. Joseph's parish are invited to join
the newly forming Catholic Women’s Club! The
mission of the club is to unite the women of St Joseph's parish by offering opportunities for spiritual
formation, service and social events.
The first meeting will take place on Sunday, January 13 from 2:00 – 3:00 in the Monsignor Haddad Middle School Dining Room.
For more information, email us at
CWCSTJOES@gmail.com

The Devotion for the Five First Saturdays follows
Jesus’ request to honor His mother, the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, “so many souls will be
saved, and there will be peace.”
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
FR. DANIEL J. KENNEDY
COUNCIL

2019 FREE THROW
SHOOTING CONTEST
Saturday, January 5th, 2019 - 8am to 12pm
Location - Monsignor Haddad Middle School Gym

Both Girls and Boys whose ages are 9-14 (must be
within age group as of January 1st) can participate.
For information please call Ryan Sullivan at
(617) 763-4590.

Jesse Tree Project
Thank you to all who helped to make this year’s
collection so successful. Gifts were collected and
delivered to parishioners at Most Holy Redeemer in
East Boston and to students at St. Patrick's School
in Roxbury. We want to acknowledge our parishioners who have supported this parish activity, which
has been going on for more than 25 years. Many
thanks to all who participated, including the students
and teachers in our Religious Education program
and our schools, the priests, and our parishioners
who purchased gifts and decorated our Jesse Tree.
A special message of gratitude is sent to Kevin
Naughton for obtaining the tree for the parish.

St. Joseph Elementary School is looking for

energetic and motivated substitute teachers to
work with students from Pre-K to grade
five. Substitute teachers will follow the classroom
teacher's lesson plans, manage the classroom environment, and transition students to specialty classes and recess/lunch.
Please contact Lauren Solomon if you are interested lsolomon@saintjoes.com.

St.Joseph Elementary (Preschool
– Gr 5) and Monsignor Haddad
Middle School (Gr 6- 8) in Need-

ham are accepting applications for the
2019-2020 school year.

Noted for its academic excellence and enrichment
programs, the co-curricular activities include
a STREAM (science • technology • religion • engineering • arts • math) program and drama classes/
productions in the grade school, and visual
arts and athletics in the middle school.
To
learn
more,
visit
our
website, www.saintjoes.com, or call 781-444-4459
(ext.- 112, Desiree Walsh, for the elementary
school or ext.- 211, Pat Ross, for the middle
school). Individual and group SJES tours available
upon request. MHMS Register for a tour, meet the
principals, and learn why our students are thriving!

December 30th Holy Family

In this Gospel Jesus is
found in the temple sitting with the teachers
answering their questions.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Week of December 16, 2018
Amount
Collected
EnvelopesOnline GivingTotal
Fiscal YTD
Offertory

Amount
Budgeted

Variance

$14,858
2,706
$17,564

$14,712

$2,852

$338,613

$367,800

($29,187)

Through 25 of 51 Weeks

SUPPORTING SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
INCREASED SUNDAY OFFERTORY
AND GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
These are the primary ways that we fund
our parish’s life and ministry. This year, our
need is greater as our expenses have increased.
If you have not yet had the chance to do so,
please consider increasing your weekly offertory
gift and making a contribution to our Grand Annual
Collection. Your support for all our parish
endeavors is greatly appreciated.

ONLINE GIVING
Online Giving allows you to make contributions to
the parish without writing checks or worrying about
cash donations, and it allows the parish to
manage monthly expenses based on consistent
support. To start:
1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com.
2. Click on the Online Giving Link, and
3. Click on the Create New Account link.
4. Please include your envelope number in your
profile.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Please remember to register at the parish, as well,
by going online or calling the parish office at
781-444-0245.

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

THE HOLY FATHER’S

Prayer Intention for JANUARY
Young People and the Example
of Mary
That young people, especially in Latin America,
follow the example of Mary and respond to the call
of the Lord to communicate the joy of the Gospel to
the world.

Saturday, December 29
4:00
Eleanor Marie Cadigan– Memorial
Sunday, December 30
8:00
Barbara Walsh– Anniversary
9:30
Jean Warren– Anniversary
11:00
Joan Clifford– Memorial
12:30
Abraham Omar- Memorial
Monday, December 31
6:50
9:00
Mary McGillicuddy- Memorial
4:00
Vigil– Solemnity of Virgin Mary
Tuesday, January 1
9:00
Solemnity of Virgin Mary
11:00
Solemnity of Virgin Mary
Wednesday, January 2
6:50
Mary O’Connor- Anniversary
9:00
Albert Droney- Memorial
Thursday, January 3
6:50
Conversion of Sinners
9:00
Patrick Hegarty- Memorial
Friday, January 4
6:50
Thomas A. George- Memorial
9:00
Saturday, January 5
8:30
Sandra Mangine- Memorial
4:00
Sunday, January 6
8:00
Dorothy Mullen– Memorial
9:30
Jenny Ching– Anniversary
11:00
12:30
Carolyn Langford- Memorial

Rose for Life
Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn. This week, December 30, the
roses are donated in memory of the
deceased members of the Barton Family,
and in memory of Jeanne and John Dolan.
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(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Line

This phone network of people will join with you to pray for special needs. Please join us in
prayers for Sr. Eileen Galvin who passed. We are in the process of recruiting a new person to
serve in this ministry.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

