Saint Joseph Parish— Needham, MA
December 27, 2020

Father Bryan, Father Joseph, Deacon Bob 
and the Staff Members of St. Joseph Parish 
wish everyone a Happy New Year .
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Dear Friends:

I hope that you and your families had an enjoyable and faithfilled Christmas celebration. “The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (Jn 1:14) In the midst of joy or sorrow, happy times or difficulties,
our God is always with us and ever by our side. Although COVID limited our possibilities of celebration, it did
not (and cannot) limit the presence of Jesus Christ in our hearts and in our lives. The light shines on in the
darkness! (Jn 1:5)
On this Feast of the Holy Family, as we continue our celebration of the Christmas
Season, I wish to offer my personal thanks to all in our parish who helped prepare
so generously for these beautiful celebrations. In particular, I offer my gratitude to
the outstanding music ministry, those who prepared the altar and Christmas
decorations, the many liturgical ministers, those who assisted with ushering and
cleaning, and those who faithfully counted the various collections for deposit. I am
also grateful to Deacon Bob Horne and the Parish Pastoral Council, who led the
way in the process of organizing and registering for Christmas Masses (which I
hope to never have to do again!). Finally, I received a heartfelt note from the priests
at Holy Redeemer Parish, East Boston in response to the efforts of our Justice and
Peace Committee in organizing the Jesse Tree, as well their outreach to Rosie’s Place a few weeks ago.
Our wonderful parish school also arranged several outreach initiatives for the school children and families,
including Toys for Tots. As many of you know, we are also blessed here with a wonderful parish staff and so
I thank them as well for their often behindthescenes work in these preparations. 
Reflecting upon the loving support of the Holy Family, both for one another and for each of us, I am grateful
for your love and support during these Christmas days!
God bless,
Father Bryan Parrish




Welcome Kelsey Wright !



St. Joseph Parish is delighted to welcome Kelsey Wright into full communion
with the Catholic Faith. On December 13th, Fr. Bryan Parrish administered
Confirmation and Eucharist to Kelsey at the 11:00 Sunday Mass. We are so
happy for her and we pray in thanksgiving for her yes to God’s call.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH


The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Cycle B
Sunday, December 27, 2020

Gospel Reading


Luke 2:2240(or shorter form: Luke 2:22,3940)
Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in accordance with the Law of Moses. 

Background on the Gospel Reading
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family. This celebration is assigned to the Sunday within the
octave of Christmas. The Gospel for today is taken from the Gospel according to Luke and is part of Luke’s Infancy
Narrative.
Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as devout
Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses. The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law of Moses:
circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord, and the purification of a woman after childbirth.
According to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Leviticus, a woman was considered ritually unclean
during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of time following the birth of a child. After the birth of a son,
a woman was considered ritually unclean for 40 days. After the birth of a daughter, a woman was considered
unclean for 80 days. In order to be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman performed the appropriate rites of
purification and made the prescribed ritual offering.
Today’s Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the Mosaic
Law. At that time, he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel Gabriel. On the 40th day after Jesus’
birth, Mary performed the appropriate purification rites and made her offering at the Temple. Although the Law of
Moses required an offering of a lamb, those who could not afford a lamb could substitute two turtledoves or two
pigeons. In this scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and indeed throughout Luke’s Gospel,
Jesus will show special concern for the poor.
Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord. In remembrance of
the feast of Passover, when the firstborn children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from death, the Law of
Moses prescribed that all firstborn males of Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In this tradition, Mary and
Joseph present the infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem.
In Jerusalem, Luke reports that Mary and Joseph encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who recognize
the infant Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s hope for redemption. In Simeon’s words we find a prediction of Mary’s
witnessing of Jesus’ death on the cross. The Canticle of Simeon, also called by its Latin name,Nunc Dimitis, is
prayed at night prayer, or compline, during the Liturgy of the Hours.





May the immeasurable peace and joy of our
Savior’s birth be yours this Christmas season.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all
families, catechists, and volunteers. 

Yours in Christ,

Debbie, Melissa, and
Michael 

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Catholic Bishops Express Disappointment in
Expanded Abortion 


The consistent teaching of the Catholic Church is that life begins at
conception and ends with natural death. As the Roman Catholic Bishops
of Massachusetts, we at all times hold firm to that teaching so as to
promote the preservation of life and to create a culture of respect for life
as the foundation of a just and moral society. 
Today, we are deeply disappointed at the recent legislative action that, if
enacted, would expand access to abortion in Massachusetts. The direct,
intentional taking of a human life, regardless of the purpose or
circumstances, is not morally acceptable and is particularly harmful to
the common good. Most troubling is the fact that under these provisions,
women will have greater access to late term abortions throughout the
term of their pregnancy with no specific statutory requirement that a
physician utilize lifesaving medical equipment if a child is born alive. 
Despite our disappointment we are hopeful that the full legislature accepts the language proposed by the
Governor to retain eighteen as the age of consent, as provided by the current Massachusetts law, and not
reduce the age to sixteen. Clearly, a young girl of age sixteen needs the guidance and support of a caring
adult when considering the possibility of a decision that will affect her for the rest of her life. 
We remain committed to life and pray for the end to all abortions. Our society is best served by the protection
of every person’s life, including those waiting to be born and those approaching natural death. We pledge
ourselves to work to bring about a more just society that offers humane and effective alternatives for women
facing a crisis or difficult pregnancy. 





His Eminence Seán P. O’Malley, OFM, Cap. 
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Archbishop of Boston
Bishop of Worcester 







Most Reverent Edgar M. da Cunha, SDV 
Bishop of Fall River 







December 12, 2020 



Jesse Tree Project


Thank you to all who helped
make this year’s Jesse Tree
collection so successful. Toys
were collected and delivered to
parishioners at Most Holy
Redeemer in East Boston and gift
cards for the Needham Community Council. We
want to acknowledge our parishioners who supported this activity, which has been going on for more
than 25 years. 

Many thanks to all who participated!



2020 CALENDARS

The Saint Joseph Parish
calendars donated by our friends from Doherty
Funeral Home are located in the Tables at the
entrances to the church. 

Each family in the parish is welcomed to take
one or more copies home!
We are grateful to Mr. Ed Doherty for his
continued generosity to our parish.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH



The Holy Father’s
Intention for

January 2021




Adoration in the lower church every
Friday following the 6:50 a.m. Mass.
Adoration concludes with Reposition
at 12 noon.

Human fraternity 

May the Lord give us
the grace to live in full fellowship with our
brothers and sisters of other religions, praying
for one another, open to all. 

You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.
. 2 Corinthians 9:11

Saturday, December 26
8:30

Elsie Fitzgerald± Memorial 

4:00

Maureen E. Calkins± Memorial 

Sunday, December 27
7:30

Barbara Walsh± Memorial 

9:00

Lydia Heck± Memorial 

11:00

Eleanor Marie Cadigan± Memorial 

Monday, December 28
6:50

Angelina and Axel Mattson± Memorial 

Tuesday, December 29
6:50

Mary and Walter Zwible± Memorial 

Wednesday, December 30

NOTE Due to early submission of the bulletin
there is no Financial table for this week.

6:50

Thursday, December 31
6:50

St. Joseph Grand Annual
Appeal 2020
St. Joseph’s Grand Annual Appeal continues. This
Annual collection, supports the daytoday needs of
the parish such as employee and clergy compensation and benefits, utilities and building maintenance,
faith formation and various pastoral ministries. 
An anonymous family in the parish has
generously offered to match any $1000 gift to the
Grand Annual Appeal (up to maximum total
match amount of $5000) from a parishioner who
makes this level donation for the first time. 
We are grateful to all of our parishioners who have
supported the Grand Annual Appeal and hope that
this challenge will assist in increasing participation in
this important collection.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading
the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e
check through your own bank account. For those
who use envelopes, a Grand Annual envelope has
been included in your November and December
Offertory Packets. 

Armando Clavell± Memorial 
The People of Saint Joseph Parish 

4:00 pm Vigil Solemnity of Mary 
Friday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary 
7:30
9:00

Solemnity of Mary 

11:00

Solemnity of Mary 

Saturday, January 2
8:30

Mary O’Connor± Memorial 

4:00

Marino and Andreola Families 

Sunday, January 3
7:30

Mr. & Mrs. George McDermott± Memorial

9:00

Jenny Ching± Memorial

11:00

Lydia Heck± Memorial 

Rose for Life± 

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn. 
The week of December 27 roses
are donated In Memory of Jeanne
and John Dolan and the Deceased Members of
the Barton Family

Louise Condon Realty, Inc.

“Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492
info@condonrealty.com

781-444-0121

Travis Jonasson
Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net
Parishioner

Sam Nickles

- Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community

Home Cleanouts
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts
Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture
Appliances •Televisions
Steven Conroy - Owner
Yard Waste • Construction Debris
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com
Demolition

This Space
is Available
Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today!
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343

THIS SPACE IS
Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
Real Estate Sales for over 25 years

Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
Louise Condon Realty | 399 Chestnut St., Needham

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Needham, MA

04-0359

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

George F. Doherty Funeral Homes

P.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins
Funeral Home
West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

• Boilers
• Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More
mcdonnellplumbing.com

Frank McDonnell

- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 www.gfdoherty.com

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

(781) 444-7045

DAVIS
MONUMENTS
617-524-4300

Appointments at your home,
cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com

Laura S. DeMaio

CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009
237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7

PAVING
EXCAVATION
UTILITY
SEPTIC

Office (617) 361-2985
PRESBY CERTIFICATE
www.mustoconstruction.com

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS
DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

(617) 332-1840 www.johntburns.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed

Steve Oakes ~ Ed Timmerman

“ A place to find your community”

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

Commercial & Residential
Master License #13118

ROOFING • GUTTERS
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS
& DOORS

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net
NEEDHAM, MA

Free
Estimates

MyTownMA.com

781-329-2895
KELLERWILLIAMS®

781-444-7577

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

NED
MAHONEY
617.799.0566

ROOF I NG

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

www.brownbrosroofing.net

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

ConnellRoofing.com

Alan P. Royer

Free Estimates

ROYER TREE
SERVICE, INC.
• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured 781-329-8494

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173

cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

GREGORY M. TILLEY, CPA

TAX AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Needham 617-750-7250 • Hingham 781-919-9002 (O)
gtilley@gregtilleycpa.com • Parishioner and Needham resident
WWW.GREGTILLEYCPA.COM

St. Joseph, Needham, MA

04-0359

Saint Joseph Parish - Needham, Massachusetts
Parish S

Parish Staff
Development Office
Mary Beth Cox, Director

Music i is y
John Cice,

Adult
&
Daryl Bichel,
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Business

Mario A. Clavell, Jr. , Administrative Assistant

Religious
Melissa Harrigan, Director (K6)
Michael sc l
(711) 
( 11)
Debbie Coyle,

SA

oi 
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish website
at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access or have a
question, please contact the Parish Office at 7814440245. 


(Confession)
.



Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 7814440245
…………………………… Fax: 7814447713
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
Mailing A
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492



least six

TEMPORARY MASS SCHEDULE 

Upper Church
Saturday Vigil


Sunday



4:00 pm

 7:30 am
9:00 am 
 11:00 am 

Parish Website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com

Daily Mass 6:50 am (Monday to Friday)

8:30 am (Saturday)

Religious

Temporary Church Prayer Hours

7814493744

Schools…………………...….. 7818962571
Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 7818962538

Lower Church
MON ± FRI 6 AM TO 6 PM
SAT ± SUN 9 AM TO 5 PM

