Saint Joseph Parish Needham, MA
December 2– 1st Sunday of Advent

David C. Michael,
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon
Reverend Mr.
, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114
(See last page for additional information)

Saint Joseph Parish Sc ools
Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-K through 5
Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8
Catholic identity and academic excellence are
e pillars of Catholic education. We
to
nurture the whole
mind, body and
soul, w ile
ing the student to be an
active
of the
c and a good
of socie .

Holy Day of Obligation- Saturday– December 8, 2018
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule :
Friday— Dec. 7 Vigil 4:00 pm , Saturday- 8:30 and 10:00 am

PASTOR’S CORNER
Cheverus Award – Congratulations to Bob Timmerman!
Cardinal O’Malley presented this year’s Cheverus Award Medals to laypersons, deacons and religious
at a ceremony at Immaculate Conception Church, Malden, on Sunday, November 25. First presented
in 2008 at the conclusion of the Archdiocese’s bicentennial, the annual award recognizes Catholics for
their dedicated service to the Church. The medal is named for the city’s first bishop, Jean-Louis Anne
Magdelaine Lefebvre de Cheverus, who led the diocese from 1808 until his return to France in 1824.
Bishop Cheverus died in 1836 as the Cardinal Archbishop of Bordeaux.
The oval-shaped medal is made of sterling silver and bears a likeness of Bishop
Cheverus based on the Gilbert Stuart portrait. On the reverse side is Bishop
Cheverus’ coat of arms. The medal recipients are chosen for their service to the
Church and God’s people. The criteria given to pastors is that the nominee should be a lay person who has served the parish well over an
extended period of time and has done so in a quiet, unassuming and,
perhaps, unrecognized fashion.
Our parish is very pleased and honored that Bob Timmerman, a longtime parishioner, was among the Archdiocesan Cheverus Award recipients this year. Bob is well-known for his sincere and faithful Christian witness
in our parish and in the wider community of Needham.
Congratulations to Bob, and to his wife, Beth, and their family members!

Has it been a while, or even a very long
while?
As we get ready for Christmas, give yourself
the gift of inner peace and a clear conscience
by making a sacramental Confession!
On the Third Sunday of Advent, December 16,
a priest will be available in the former baptistry at the rear of the upper church before and
after all Sunday Masses to bring you God’s
forgiveness.
No worries - there’ll be “cheat sheets” available to lead you through each step, and the
priest is happy to assist you.
Confessions will also be available each Saturday, 3:00-400pm, as usual.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - NEEDHAM MASSACHUSETTS
History and Symbolism of the Advent Wreath

781-449-3744
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION
2018 - 2019
You can still register for the 2018-2019 Religious
Education program. The tuition is $80 per child with
a family cap of $250. Please go to the Parish
website and click on Religious Education for the
link to the registration form.
_________________________________________

Grade 10
Classes will meet tonight in the Linse Room
Dismissal will be at 7:30 PM
YOUTH MASS AND CLASSES
Sunday, December 9, 2018, 5 PM
All high school students are invited to join us for the
5 pm Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10
students are expected to be in attendance and sit
with their facilitators. Please arrive no later than
4:50 pm so that we can begin Mass on time. Pizza
and class will follow for grades 9 and 10.

Grade 4
All grade 4 students and families are
encouraged to attend the hosted Mass on
December 2 at 9:30 am.
Tuesday, December 4
Grade 6 teachers will meet at 6:30 pm in the
Linse room for an overview of the Created for
Love Program

CHRISTMAS RECESS
Last classes for first semester:
Grade K-6
December 12
Grades 7—8
December 10
Grades 9—10
December 9

CYO Basketball Registration
Open invitation to all St. Joseph Parish
girls grades 9 -12 for CYO basketball.
To request a registration form, contact
CYO Athletic Director Tom Loughran at tomloughran@rcn.com or (781) 254- 8220.

The lights of the candles on the
Advent Wreath break through the
darkness, reminding us of the Light of
Christ that we anticipate during this
holy season. Where did this tradition
come from, of lighting four candles in
an evergreen wreath to mark the weeks
preceding Christmas? Like many of our
Church traditions, the use of candles in
the midst of late fall and winter was originally a pagan
tradition. Rev. William Saunders, who wrote an article in
the “Arlington Catholic Herald” on this topic, states that
“pre-Germanic peoples used wreaths with lit candles during the dark and cold December days as a sign of hope in
the future warm and extended sunlight days of spring.”
In a similar vein, Scandinavians “lighted candles
[that] were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn the ‘wheel of the earth’
back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore
warmth.”
In the middle ages, the Germanic peoples began incorporating a lighted wreath into the Christian season of Advent. It didn’t gain widespread popularity until the 1800s
and it wasn’t until the 1900s that German immigrants
brought the tradition to America.
The Advent Wreath is very symbolic. The evergreens used
for the wreath itself are a reminder of continuous life.
The shaping of them into a circle reinforces that meaning. The circle is also a sign of everlasting life as well as
the eternity of God.
The four candles used, three purple and one pink, mark
the Sundays of Advent before Christmas. The purple candles are reminders that this should be a time of prayer
and sacrifice to prepare us for the second coming of
Christ. On the third Sunday, the pink candle is lit to announce Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday of rejoicing for Christ
is coming near. With the lighting of that candle, the light
has won out over the darkness (three candles lit vs. the
one that remains unlit).
Various meanings have been assigned to the four candles.
One interpretation has each candle representing 4000
years, the Biblical time between Adam and Eve and the
coming of Christ. In another interpretation, the first candle represents the patriarchs, the second the prophets,
the third reminds us of John the Baptist, and the fourth
of Mary, the mother of Jesus. They have also been described as the prophets’ candle, the Bethlehem Candle,
the shepherds’ candle, and the angels’ candle.
A fifth white candle in the center representing Christ can
also be used. It is lit on Christmas Eve as a remembrance
of Christ coming into the world. Sometimes, all the other
candles of the wreath are removed and replaced with
white candles on Christmas.
The Advent Wreath serves as a powerful visual reminder
of the holiness of the season. The light of the candles invite us to quiet ourselves during this busy time and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. Whether at home
or at Church, it provides an invitation to wait and pray in
hopeful anticipation for the coming of Christ. We are
called to welcome the light of Christ into our lives.
Catholic Exchange– 11/30 2016
By Patrice Fagnant- MacArthur

December 2nd 1st Sunday in
Advent

Jesus talks about signs in the
sun, the moon and the stars
and on earth the nations will
be in dismay..

Week of November 25, 2018

EnvelopesOnline GivingTotal
Fiscal YTD
Offertory

PRAYER INTENTION FOR
DECEMBER
Evangelization: In the Service
of the Transmission of Faith
That people, who are involved in the service and
transmission of faith, may find, in their dialogue
with culture, a language suited to the conditions
of the present time.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Amount
Collected

THE HOLY FATHER’S

Amount
Budgeted

Variance

$14,107

$14,712

($605)

$292,432

$323,664

($31,232)

$14,107

Through 22 of 51 Weeks

SUPPORTING SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
INCREASED SUNDAY OFFERTORY
AND GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
These are the primary ways that we fund
our parish’s life and ministry. This year, our
need is greater as our expenses have increased. If
you have not yet had the chance to do so, please
consider increasing your weekly offertory gift and
making a contribution to our Grand Annual
Collection. Your support for all our parish
endeavors is greatly appreciated.

ONLINE GIVING
Online Giving allows you to make contributions to
the parish without writing checks or worrying about
cash donations, and it allows the parish to manage
monthly expenses based on consistent support.
To start:
1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com.
2. Click on the Online Giving Link, and
3. Click on the Create New Account link.
4. Please include your envelope number in your
profile.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Please remember to register at the parish, as well,
by going online or calling the parish office at
781-444-0245.

Saturday, December 1
4:00
Mario and Rose Nardella—Memorial

Sunday, December 2
8:00
Joseph Svelnis– Memorial
9:30
Mary Flaherty- Anniversary
11:00
Lucy Brennan- Memorial
12:30
Jean Houghton- Memorial
Monday, December 3
6:50
Conversion of Sinners
9:00
Tuesday, December 4
6:50
Mary Quirk
9:00
Special Intention
Wednesday, December 5
6:50
Hubert A. Kraemer– Memorial
9:00
Betty Stevens- MemoriaL
Thursday, December 6
6:50
James Mc Conathy- Memorial
9:00
Friday, December 7
6:50
9:00
Patricia and Bill Coffin- Memorial
4:00
VIGIL- Immaculate Conception
Saturday, December 8
8:30
Immaculate Conception
10:00

Immaculate Conception
Paula Lawson Pearson– Memorial

4:00
Sunday, December 9
8:00
9:30
Mario Michael Modica– Memorial
11:00
The Camden and Rudolph Families
12:30
Ines Correia and Antonio Moniz– Mem.

VESPERS
We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com

Sunday at 7 pm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND SCHOOL NEWS
Wednesday, December 5
Kids Healthy Minds
Initiative
Franciscans Children’s hospital staff will present
a new mental health awareness and community
education program. This is a partnership between the Archdiocese of Boston and clinicians
from Franciscans Children’s Hospital. There is
no cost for the workshop but you are asked to registered
at
https://www.saintjoes.com/cf_forms/
view.cfm?formID=194 At 7pm in the St. Joseph
Elementary School Cafeteria (The Hub).

Jesse Tree Project
Advent begins this weekend
and, once again, our parish
will be preparing for the coming of Jesus at Christmas
through this activity. Jesse
was the father of David and
the patriarch of the human
family into which Jesus was
born. The children of our parish have prepared the ornaments that are decorated
with twelve symbols, each of
which represent a person in biblical history who
played an important role in preparing the world for
Jesus’ coming. This project helps us to remember
that each of us, also, can add something special to
Jesus’ coming.
As you entered the church today, you noticed the
barren tree near the altar. As Advent progresses, parishioners will decorate the tree with paper
ornaments that represent the gifts they have purchased for families in Most Holy Redeemer Parish in
East Boston and St. Patrick’s in Roxbury. To participate, select a paper ornament from the baskets at
the entrances of the church. Purchase the gift indicated on the ornament, and place it under the Jesse
Tree in a clear plastic bag (unwrapped gifts facilitate
distribution) with a label indicating the gift contents.
Our Jesse Tree collection will conclude on Sunday,
December 16th.

Rose for Life
Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn. This week December 2, the roses are
donated by Dianne, Bill, and Grace Ryan, and also
in memory of Eileen Rose and Kenneth White.

Food Drive
Now that Thanksgiving is over… the
worlds attention turns away from
food and toward Christmas presents.
Please continue to help us provide
basic non-perishable food for the
Needham Community Council because the need for
food never goes away.
Thanks for your support.

St Joseph Parish
Family Ministry
“Bringing our church community together!”

Thank you to all who donated to the Cradles to
Crayons winter gear drive!!!
Advent Wreaths & Candles sales for the Christmas
Season are being sold after each Mass. Wreaths
are $10 and Candles are $5, while supplies last!
Christmas Wreath Sale Pick-up in the St. Joseph
Elementary School parking lot on Sunday December
2nd from 8AM- 12PM and during car line & CCD drop
off on Monday December 3rd & Wednesday December 5th from 2PM -4PM.

Upcoming events:
Bambini Blessing by Fr. Peter on 12/16 @ 9:30
mass. Following the tradition celebrated by the
Pope in Rome, please bring your baby Jesus from
your nativity to the 9:30 Mass for Fr. Peter to bless.
Family Bingo Night, March 2019, details to follow.
As always, join us in the Linse Room after the 9:30
mass for coffee, juice and donuts. Consider joining
our team to set up and/or clean up by contacting
stacyhill@gmail.com or sign up at http://bit.ly/
stjoesdonuts

Monsignor Haddad Middle School is happy to announce a new reading and writing club! Meeting
once a seven-day cycle, students are encouraged
to come discuss favorite books, learn about new
titles, share writing pieces such as poetry, scripts,
and stories, or encourage one another in reading
and writing! The clubs will meet during lunch block
on a designated day with Mrs. Jensen and Ms.
Spence. More information to follow! For any questions,
please
contact
Mrs.
Jensen
at
ejesen@saintjoes.com.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
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Rosanne
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Development Office
Mary Beth Cox, Director

Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization

Music

Susan Horne
Adult
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Melissa Harrigan, Director (K-6)
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(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am
Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic
Adoration

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly
projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information,
please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Line

This phone network of people will join with you to pray for special needs. Please join us in
prayers for Sr. Eileen Galvin who passed. We are in the process of recruiting a new person to
serve in this ministry.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the
Linse Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect
for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall,
the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in
the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

