Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA
December 1 — 1st Sunday of Advent

PASTORAL STAFF
Peter L. Stamm,
Reverend Mr. Robert P. Horne, Deacon

LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:00 pm

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am
(Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) :
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance
Room at the lowe c
c or by appointment

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713
Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492
Parish Website-www.stjosephparishneedham.com
Religious
781-449-3744
Schools…………………...….. 781-444-4459
Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com
………. 781-444-4459 X114

Saint Joseph Elementary Sc ool
Charlotte Kelly, Principal
Grades: Pre-school through 5

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8

Catholic identity and academic excellence
are e pillars of Catholic education.

The month of December is dedicated to
The Immaculate Conception

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH - PASTOR’S CORNER
Each year, as we prepare for Christmas, the Church gives us the brief season of
Advent to dispose our hearts for the celebration of the Lord's Nativity. Consider
Advent like a “little Lent.” The way in which we live out the next four weeks will impact
our ability to enter into the true meaning of Christmas. There are always so many
things tugging at our attention as we prepare for celebrations with family and friends.
It’s so easy for Advent to slip away in the midst of competing demands on our time.
In order to seize the spiritual opportunity which stands before us, a resolution or two
can be helpful - something concrete and objective. Here are some sample resolutions which you might find helpful when considering how you will choose to live out Advent this year -I will go to Confession before Christmas.
-I will go to one extra weekday Mass during each week of Advent.
-I will read from a spiritual book or listen to a podcast that will help me grow in understanding my faith.
-I will pray the Rosary several times each week.
-I will spend 15 minutes in quiet, personal prayer each day.
-I will look back over my day each evening and thank God for ten things.
-I will do an intentional act of kindness for family, friends, or coworkers, each day.
-I will do something to ensure that those in need experience joy at Christmas.
Wishing you and your family a blessed Advent! —Reverend Peter L. Stamm

History and Symbolism of the Advent Wreath
The lights of the candles on the Advent Wreath break through the darkness,
reminding us of the Light of Christ that we anticipate during this holy season. Where
did this tradition come from, of lighting four candles in an evergreen wreath to mark the
weeks preceding Christmas? Like many of our Church traditions, the use of candles in
the midst of late fall and winter was originally a pagan tradition. Rev. William Saunders,
who wrote an article in the “Arlington Catholic Herald” on this topic, states that “preGermanic peoples used wreaths with lit candles during the dark and cold December
days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended sunlight days of spring.” In a similar vein, Scandinavians
“lighted candles [that] were placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn the ‘wheel of
the earth’ back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth.”
In the middle ages, the Germanic peoples began incorporating a lighted wreath into the Christian season of Advent.
It didn’t gain widespread popularity until the 1800s and it wasn’t until the 1900s that German immigrants brought the
tradition to America.
The Advent Wreath is very symbolic. The evergreens used for the wreath itself are a reminder of continuous life.
The shaping of them into a circle reinforces that meaning. The circle is also a sign of everlasting life as well as the
eternity of God.
The four candles used, three purple and one pink, mark the Sundays of Advent before Christmas. The purple
candles are reminders that this should be a time of prayer and sacrifice to prepare us for the second coming of
Christ. On the third Sunday, the pink candle is lit to announce Gaudete Sunday, a Sunday of rejoicing for Christ is
coming near. With the lighting of that candle, the light has won out over the darkness (three candles lit vs. the one
that remains unlit).
Various meanings have been assigned to the four candles. One interpretation has each candle representing 4000
years, the Biblical time between Adam and Eve and the coming of Christ. In another interpretation, the first candle
represents the patriarchs, the second the prophets, the third reminds us of John the Baptist, and the fourth of Mary,
the mother of Jesus. They have also been described as the prophets’ candle, the Bethlehem Candle, the shepherds’
candle, and the angels’ candle.
A fifth white candle in the center representing Christ can also be used. It is lit on Christmas Eve as a remembrance
of Christ coming into the world. Sometimes, all the other candles of the wreath are removed and replaced with white
candles on Christmas.
The Advent Wreath serves as a powerful visual reminder of the holiness of the season. The light of the candles
invite us to quiet ourselves during this busy time and reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. Whether at home or
at Church, it provides an invitation to wait and pray in hopeful anticipation for the coming of Christ. We are called to
welcome the light of Christ into our lives.
Catholic Exchange– 11/30 2016

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
F i r s t S u n d a y of Ad v e n t,
Cycle A
Sunday, December 1, 2019

781-449-3744
Grades K, 1 and 2
If your child was not baptized at Saint Joseph Parish
and if you haven’t yet given a Baptismal Certificate for
your child to Melissa or Debbie in the Religious
Education Office, please provide them a copy.
THANKSGIVING BREAK
NO CLASSES- November 27 through December 1.

Classes will resume Monday, December 2.
Sunday, December 8, Youth Mass and Class
Our next Youth Mass will be at 5 p.m. on Dec. 8.All
high school students are invited, but grades 9 &
10. Religious Education students are expected to
be present. Pizza and class will follow.
The Mass is open to all.

DRIVERS NEEDED !
Could you spare 30 minutes
before and after the 4PM
Mass on some Saturdays to
help fill an important and rewarding ministry? We are
in need of additional drivers and substitute drivers
to provide transportation to parishioners who are
physically mobile, but have no means of getting to
Mass. Drivers are able to choose their volunteer frequency. You need not attend the 4PM Mass to provide this valuable service. Substitute drivers are
also needed. Riders are able to manage vehicles
such as 4 door sedans, minivans, and mini SUV's. Drivers may need to assist with seatbelts and
store a foldable walker in the trunk.
If you would like to volunteer for this worthwhile
Christian endeavor, please email Carol Fraini at
threekids@rcn.com or call at 781-455-0099 for
more information.
Thank you.

ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH
PERPETUAL ADORATION
St. Mary’s in Dedham has
Perpetual Adoration from 6:00am
to 11:00pm at St. Joseph Chapel
located at 25 Avery St., in Dedham.

Gospel Reading
Matthew 24:37-44
Jesus tells his disciples that the coming of the Son of
Man will catch many people unprepared. Jesus tells
his disciples that they are to always be ready for the
day of the Lord.
Background on the Gospel Reading
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the
first Sunday of a new liturgical year for the Church.
The Advent season includes the four Sundays that
precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the
coming of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord
in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of
Jesus. Key themes of the Advent season are watchful
waiting, preparation, and justice.
In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will
be the primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle
A). In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the
need for wakefulness, for watchful waiting, for the
coming of the Son of Man.
Matthew's Gospel is dated by most scholars after 70
A.D. Most believe that Matthew wrote for a primarily
Jewish community, but one that was no longer centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. These were Jewish
Christians trying to come to terms with their relationship to Judaism in a new situation: Judaism after the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. There may
have been Christians who believed that the events of
the world around them gave evidence of the imminent
return of the Lord in glory.
The passage from Matthew we read today is rather
straightforward. No one knows the precise time of the
coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and
vigilance are required. The passage speaks to the
uselessness of looking for signs; there will be none.
As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will the Lord's
coming in glory be.
The question for us as members of the Christian community, then, is how do we prepare for this? Today's
passage speaks more about the manner of waiting,
rather than the details of the preparation. Jesus
compares the vigilance required of Christians to the
vigilance of a homeowner who knows the plans of the
thief. If one knows that the thief's action is imminent,
one remains watchful. As Christians, we know that our
Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise
timing. Jesus calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like
the homeowner. If we become lax in our Christian
living, we may be caught unprepared.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS
Jesse Tree Project
Advent begins this weekend
and, once again, our parish
will be preparing for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas
through this activity. Jesse
was the father of David and
the patriarch of the human
family into which Jesus was
born. The children of our
parish have prepared the
ornaments that are decorated
with twelve symbols, each of
which represent a person in
biblical history who played an
important role in preparing the
world for Jesus’ coming. This
project helps us to remember that each of us, also,
can add something special to Jesus’ coming.
As you entered the church today, you noticed the
barren tree near the altar. As Advent progresses,
parishioners will decorate the tree with paper ornaments that represent the gifts they have purchased for
families in Most Holy Redeemer Parish in East Boston
and St. Patrick’s in Roxbury. To participate, select a
paper ornament from the baskets at the entrances of
the church. Purchase the gift indicated on the
ornament, and place it under the Jesse Tree in a clear
plastic bag (unwrapped gifts facilitate distribution)
with a label indicating the gift contents.
Our Jesse Tree collection will conclude on
Sunday, December 15th.

St Joseph’s Catholic Women’s Club
Join us Sunday, December 15th, 12:00-2:00 in the
middle school dining room
for a light lunch and create your
own Christmas centerpiece.
$25 for supplies- cash or check
accepted after all masses
weekends of November 23rd
and November 30th.

ADVENT CONCERT
Waiting With Joy:
A Celebration of Advent
December 8th at 2pm
An afternoon of music, readings, and reflections
featuring the St. Bart’s Adult Choir and Youth
Choir. Refreshments to follow in Ward Hall.

Please join Brian Rose on Saturday,
December 7, for the rosary and a 15-minute
meditation after the 8:30 am Mass.
The Devotion for the Five First Saturdays follows
Jesus’ request to honor His mother, the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, “so many souls will be
saved, and there will be peace.”

Baby Jesus Party
Pauline Books & Media Center
Join us for a Baby Jesus Party at the
Pauline Books & Media Center, 885
Providence Hwy. in Dedham, on Saturday,
December 14, from 10:30 am to 3:30 pm. Once
again there will be pictures with Baby Jesus (costumes
provided, bring your own camera), face painting, birthday cake, door prizes and other fun activities.
For more information, call 781-326-5385.

Daughters of Saint Paul
Concert 2019
The Daughters of St. Paul (Jamaica Plain) will hold
Christmas Benefit Concerts on Saturday, Dec.7th at
7pm and on Sunday, Dec. 8th at 3pm at
Fontbonne Academy, Milton. The proceeds will enable the sisters to continue their unique media ministry
and provide for their elderly & infirmed sisters. Tickets:
$20; (Children under 12: free) Group rates available.
For information & tickets call: Sr. Christine at
617-276-4467 or go online pauline.org/bosconcert.

FOOD DRIVE
December begins and the world turns its attention to
Christmas and toys. Our own Jesse tree project has
begun, and you will also be deluged with requests
from other worthy organizations. However, toys and
gifts cannot replace food. The families who turn to the
Needham Community Council for help, still need food.
Please continue to support the food drive in any
small way you can. Thank you.

December 1st - First
Sunday in Advent

Watch, therefore; you do
not know when the Lord
of the house is coming.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 20
November 17, 2019
TOTAL for Week

Collected

Budgeted

Variance

$22,842

$15,500

$7,342

In Church & by

$17,509

Online – Weekly

$2,167

Online – Monthly

$3,166

TOTAL Year to Date

$280,989

The Holy Father’s
Intention for
December 2019

Universal –
The Very Young
That every country resolutely commits to taking
the necessary measures to make the future of
the very young, especially those who suffer, a
priority.

Saturday, November 30
8:30
Timothy F. Ryan— Memorial

$310,000

($29,011)

Grand Annual
2019/20

Collected

Budgeted

Still to go

Through
Nov. 21, 2019

$115,197

$200,000

$84,803

As you know, the Offertory and Grand Annual
collection constitute a large part in the funding for
our life and ministry of St. Joseph Parish. Please
prayerfully consider making your participation
intentional and sustained, especially through Online
Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you
prefer, you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check
through your own bank account.
The Grand Annual is not for extra or discretionary
items but is a vital source of funds to meet the day-today expenses of the Parish not covered by the
offertory collection alone. It would be wonderful if more
families and individuals could participate this year and
if those annual givers could increase their amount.
Thank you for your generous support!

4:00
Roger Beaudoin– Memorial
Sunday, December 1
8:00
Joseph Svelnis- Memorial
9:30
Joseph Federico – Memorial
11:00 Lucy Brennan – Memorial
12:30 The People of Saint Joseph Parish
Monday, December 2
6:50
Chris and Mary Flaherty– Memorial
9:00
Tyrone Bourguignon– Memorial
Tuesday, December 3
6:50
Joseph Svelnis- Memorial
9:00
Teresa Moynihan- Special Intention
Wednesday, December 4
6:50
William J. Murray- Memorial
9:00
Peg and Rose Finnegan- Memorial
Thursday, December 5
6:50
Donata Visco– Memorial
9:00
Frederick Mc Dermott– Memorial
Friday, December 6
6:50
John and Florence Ryan- Memorial
Ginger Coddington-White and
9:00
Fred White- Memorial
Saturday, December 7
8:30
Wini Doolin- Memorial
4:00
Lucy DellaRocca– Anniversary
Sunday, December 8
8:00
The People of Saint Joseph Parish
9:30
William and Irene Melville- Memorial
11:00 Adrienne Garrido- Memorial
12:30 Jean Houghton- Memorial

Rose for Life

Each week roses are placed beside the
tabernacles as reminders to pray for the
unborn.
This week December 1, roses are donated by
Diane, Bill, and Grace Ryan, and in memory of
Eileen Rose, Kenneth White, and Dave Webster.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

