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LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil

4:00 pm

Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8
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We welcome and invite you to our Saint osep Parish Community. If you are a new
is i e ,
please introduce yourself to the priest after Mass. o register, please visit our website or call the parish office.

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

THE MESSAGE OF TWO POPES:
GOD’S GIFT TO HUMANITY IN DIVINE MERCY
“We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy,
serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very
mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which
God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every
person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of
life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope
of being loved forever, despite our sinfulness.”
(Pope Francis, “The Face of Mercy,” 2015)
The mercy of God, extended to the world in Jesus Christ, was also a central theme of Pope John
Paul II’s pontificate. The 20th century, which had begun with such great promise, became the
century of the death of untold millions by violence and war, of the emergence of atheistic
totalitarian regimes, and of the widespread acceptance of the disregard of human life at every
stage. In the midst of such darkness, John Paul was convinced that, more than ever, in these times
God has shown mercy without end through the heart of Christ crucified and ardently desires to
extend his divine mercy to the world.
On April 30, 2000, Pope John Paul canonized Sister Maria Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun who
had received private revelations from the Lord and stressed his desire to extend his divine mercy to
all. These revelations, and the subsequent devotions that spring from them, were later recognized
and approved by the Church, designating the first Sunday after Easter as “Divine Mercy Sunday.”
On this same day, at Mass, we hear the reading of the Apostle Thomas’s hesitation to believe the
first-hand accounts of Jesus’ resurrection from his fellow apostles. Thomas, then, has his own
divine encounter with the Risen Lord, the Divine Mercy Himself.
“Jesus' attitude is striking: We do not hear words of scorn; we do not hear words of condemnation;
but only words of love, of mercy, which are an invitation to conversation. ‘Neither do I condemn
you; go, and do not sin again.’
“Ah! Brothers and Sisters, God's face is the face of a merciful father who is always patient. Have
you thought about God's patience; the patience He has with each one of us? That is His mercy. He
always has patience, patience with us, He understands us, He waits for us, He does not tire of
forgiving us if we are able to return to Him with a contrite heart. ‘Great is God's mercy,’ says the
Psalm.” (Pope Francis in his homily reflecting on John 8, the story of the woman caught in the act
of adultery.)
The focus of Divine Mercy Sunday is on God’s unbounded love and mercy for all of us. This feast
is intended to be a source of healing and renewal for the entire church. This Sunday, April 8, at 3
pm, we will observe Divine Mercy Sunday here at St. Joseph Parish. Please join us for Exposition
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, for prayer and reflection, and for a recitation of the
Chaplet on this Sunday dedicated to the mercy of the Risen Lord.
Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION
2018 - 2019
Registration for the 2018-2019 Religious Education
program began on March 25. The fee is $70 per child, with
a cap of $230. After June 1 tuition is $80 per child with a
Family cap of $250.
Please go to the Parish website and click on Religious
Education for the link to the registration form.

By virtue of a Decree issued on May 5,
2000 by the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, the Holy See proclaimed the Second Sunday of Easter also as Divine

Mercy Sunday.

"And so with provident pastoral sensitivity and in order to
impress deeply on the souls of the faithful these precepts and
teachings of the Christian faith, the Supreme Pontiff, John
Paul II, moved by the consideration of the Father of Mercy,
has willed that the Second Sunday of Easter be dedicated to
recalling with special devotion these gifts of grace and gave
this Sunday the name, "Divine Mercy Sunday"
Our Lord's words to Saint Faustina about this requirement to
be merciful are very strong and leave no room for misinterpretation:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
781-449-3744

FIRST EUCHARIST REHEARSAL SCHEDULE
GROUP 1– 4/23, 4/25, 5/3 @ 4:15 P.M.
GROUP 2– 4/26, 4/30, 5/2 @ 4:15 P.M.
GROUP 3– 4/25, 4/30, 5/2 @ 5:45 P.M.
Notes-All rehearsals begin in the lower church, last for one hour,
and end in the upper church.
-An adult must attend the third rehearsal.

CONFIRMATION PAPERS

"Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but
there must also be acts of mercy ... I demand from you deeds
of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to
show mercy to your neighbors always and everywhere. You
must not shrink from this or try to excuse or absolve yourself
from it" (742).
Thus, to fittingly observe the Feast of Mercy, we should:
1. Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday after Easter;
2. Sincerely repent of all our sins;
3. Place our complete trust in Jesus;
4. Go to Confession, preferably before that Sunday;
5. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast;
6. Venerate the Image of The Divine Mercy;
7. Be merciful to others, through our actions, words, and
prayers on their behalf.

Grade 10

You should have received Confirmation papers which
need to be completed and returned at
the Youth Mass on April 8.

YOUTH MASS AND CLASSES
Sunday, April 8, 5 PM

All high school students are invited to join us for the 5 pm
Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10 students are
expected to be in attendance and sit with their facilitators.
Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm so that we can begin
Mass on time. Pizza and class will follow for grades 9 and
all those assigned to the make-up class.

KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 FAMILIES

Seminarian Paul Wargovich
Our Seminarian will be ordained to the transitional diaconate
by Cardinal Sean P. O'Malley on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at
10:00 am at Immaculate Conception Church, Lowell, MA.
His first Mass preaching and assisting as deacon will be celebrated at St. Joseph Parish, Needham, on Sunday, April 15,
2018 at 11am.
Deacon Paul Wargovich will celebrate a Holy Hour of
Thanksgiving with Solemn Vespers and Benediction at Corpus Christi Parish, East Sandwich, on Sunday, April 15, 2018
at 4:00pm. All are welcome!

Please provide your child’s baptismal certificate to the
Religious Education office.

FINAL CLASSES
ALL GRADES
April 8 through 11
All Religious Education classes will be completed by April
11, 2018. Please join us in thanking our generous
catechists and volunteers for their dedication.

ROSE FOR LIFE
Each week roses are placed beside the tabernacles as reminders
to pray for the unborn.
This week, the roses are donated by Michelle Ardini, Alexis
Meissner, The Jones Family, in memory of Joanne Smith and
Marie Chisholm, and The D’Eon Family.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Week of March 18, 2018
Amount
Collected
Envelopes:
On-Line Giving:

Fiscal YTD
Offertory

Variance

$18,848
$18,848

Total

Amount
Budgeted

Saturday, April 7
$15,000

$3,848

4:00

David Campagna and Stephen Manzon—–Memorial

8:00
9:30
11:00
12:30
5:00

Kathryn Kane —— Anniversary
Daniel Julien —— First Year Anniversary
Maurice and Mary Kennedy —–Memorial
The People of St. Joseph Parish
Youth Mass

Sunday, April 8
$560,078

$549,000

$11,078

Through 39 of 51 Weeks

SUPPORTING
SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
INCREASED SUNDAY OFFERTORY
AND GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
These are the principal ways that we fund our parish’s life
and ministry. This year, our need is greater as our
expenses have increased. If you have not yet had the
chance to do so, please consider increasing your weekly
offertory gift and making a contribution to our Grand
Annual Collection. Your support for all our parish
endeavors is greatly appreciated.

Monday, April 9
6:50
9:00

Osbourne and Mary Mc Conathy —–Memorial
Richard Corrigan —–Memorial

6:50
9:00

Deceased Members of the Kaveney Family-Memorial
Violet Fox —–Memorial

Tuesday, April 10

Wednesday, April 11
6:50
9:00

Emily Mastropieri —–Memorial
Barry Mc Donough —–Memorial

Thursday, April 12
6:50
9:00

Ali Kenefick —–Memorial
Gerald Moses —–Memorial

Friday, April 13

ONLINE GIVING
Online Giving allows
you to make
contributions to the parish without writing checks or
worrying about cash donations, and it allows the parish to
manage monthly expenses based on consistent support.
To start: 1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com. 2.
Click on the Online Giving Link, and 3. Click on the
Create New Account link. 4. Please include your envelope
number in your profile.

6:50
9:00

Jack and Elizabeth Hurley

Saturday, April 14
8:30
4:00

Jack Logan —— Anniversary

8:00
9:30
11:00
12:30

John and Elizabeth McCurtain —–Memorial
Halina Kochaniak ——Anniversary
Mary Bligh —–Anniversary
Alfred P. DiPoli —–Memorial

Sunday, April 15

PARISH REGISTRATION
Please remember to register at the parish, as well, by
going online or calling the parish office at 781-444-0245.

ST. JOSEPH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MONSIGNOR HADDAD MIDDLE SCHOOL

THE HOLY FATHER’S
PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL
For Those who have Responsibility in Economic
Matters:

That economists may have the courage to reject
any economy of exclusion and know how to open
new paths.

Have you ever considered Catholic education for
your child?
St. Joe’s Elementary (Pre-K – Gr 5) and Monsignor
Haddad Middle School (Gr 6- 8) in Needham are
accepting applications for the 2018-19 school year.
Visit our website www.saintjoes.com or call 781-4490133 (ext- 112, Desiree Walsh, for the elementary school
or ext- 211, Pat Ross for the middle school) to register
for a tour, meet the principals, and learn why our
students are thriving!

PARISH NEWS
WINGS SPRING PROGRAM
THE BEATITUDES: THE KEYS TO GOD’S KINGDOM
OF PEACE
Join us on Wednesday, April 11, as WINGS member and
parishioner Carey Stenberg presents Blessed Are the

Peacemakers: The Blessed Mother’s Message of Peace at
Medjugorje.

What is God’s peace and how can we find it in our lives?
How can we be instruments of God’s peace in our hearts,
our families, and our world? Carey has made two
pilgrimages to Medjugorje and will share her experience.

“Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.”
Matthew 5:9
WINGS (Women In God’s Spirit) meets Wednesdays from
9:45 to 11:30 am in the Linse Room. Our theme for 2017-18
is Finding God's Peace in a Chaotic World.

NEEDHAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Saturday April 28th at 6:00 PM
Join us for a night of fun to benefit the education fund set up
for the children of Jenny and Matthew Ching.
All ticket sales for this event are in advance. Admission is
$25 which includes a light buffet, prizes, plus a cash bar will
be available. Tickets MUST be pre-purchased by contacting
Chris Kent at wck02494@gmail.com or Beth & Bob
Timmerman at rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com. More details
are available at www.needhamkofc.org. Tickets will not be
sold at the door the night of the event. Please buy your

tickets early, this event is sure to be sold out.

Haitian Mission Collection
Thank you !
The Justice and Peace committee would like to thank
everyone who contributed to this year’s
Lenten Mission. Through your generosity, we will again
be able to support the salary for two nurses at Hospital
Sacre Couer and have a small concrete house built for
someone in need. In addition, we will be sending 14
boxes of protein bars and vitamin C lollipops to Milot,
Haiti.
In this season of Resurrection, Jesus’s work of healing
the sick, feeding the hungry and giving hope to the poor
continue. With your help CRUDEM is better able to continue
it’s mission of “Creating a happier, healthier Haiti, one
dignified life at a time.”

Centennial Committee
Save the Date
The Centennial Committee would like to invite
everyone to a presentation on the History of St.
Joseph Parish and a Centennial Year slideshow
•Saturday, April 28– Light dinner after the 4pm Mass
•Sunday, April 29– Coffee and Donuts at 9 am, 10:30
am and 12 pm
Please stay tuned for further details...

Justice and Peace Committee
This spring our Justice & Peace group will
continue our traditional ministry of preparing
and serving a meal at Rosie’s Place, a refuge for
homeless women in Boston. We will sponsor
the cost of an afternoon meal ($350) on
Saturday, April 14, and bring ten volunteers to
cook and serve dinner in Rosie’s kitchen from 3
to 5:30 PM.
If you would like to contribute, please give cash or write a
check payable to St. Joseph parish with Rosie’s Place on
the memo line. Place your donation in an envelope labeled
Rosie’s Place and drop it in the collection basket at Mass
or in the rectory mail slot by April 8.
To join us in preparing and cooking the meal, contact
Priscilla Cahn at prisc_need@yahoo.com or 781-444-1163 or
Phyllis Mays at maysp@rcn.com or 781-453-0051. We will

PARISH SCHOOL NEWS
ST. JOSEPH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MONSIGNOR HADDAD MIDDLE SCHOOL
MHMS news:
For the first time Monsignor Haddad students
participated in a Festival and Mass organized by Pueri
Cantores, the national student choral organization of the
Catholic Church. Student choirs from around the
Archdiocese came together to sing liturgical music for this
special mass hosted by Cardinal Sean O'Malley on March
10 at St. Cecilia Church in Boston. MHMS students
interested in participating rehearsed after school with Ms.
Spence for over a month. About 10-12 choirs from local
churches and schools participated in the event. The
students prepared music for an entire Mass plus two
preludes.
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Schedule
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Adoration Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.
Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly projects
include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information, please contact
Priscilla Cahn at 781-444-1163 or prisc_need@yahoo.com.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Line

This phone network of people will join with you to pray for special needs. Please call Sr. Eileen Galvin
at 617-943-4002 with your prayer line request.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the Linse
Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect for life
from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall, the winter,
and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in the Linse Room.
Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

