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The Divine Mercy Message and Devotion
The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us – all of us.
And, He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that
we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.
The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by remembering
ABC:
A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly,
repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon
the whole world.
B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow through us to
others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to
us.
C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy
are dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will
receive.
This message and devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is based on the
writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she received about God's mercy. Even before her death in 1938, the
devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to spread.
The message and devotional practices proposed in the Diary of Saint Faustina and set forth in this web site and other publications of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception are completely in accordance with the teachings of Church and are firmly rooted in the Gospel message of our Merciful Savior. Properly understood and implemented, they will help us grow as genuine followers of Christ.
Spend time to learn more about the mercy of God, learn to trust in Jesus, and live your life as merciful to others,
as Christ is merciful to you.

St. Maria Faustina
(August 25, 1905 – October 5, 1938)
An excerpt from Apostle of Divine Mercy, a biography published by the Vatican.
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, an apostle of Divine Mercy, belongs today to the group
of the most popular and well-known saints of the Church.
Through her, the Lord Jesus communicates to the world the great message of God's
mercy and reveals the pattern of Christian perfection based on trust in God and on
the attitude of mercy toward one's neighbors.
Sister Faustina was born on August 25, 1905 in Glogowiec, Poland of a poor and
religious family of peasants, the third of 10 children. She was baptized with the name
Helena in the parish church of Swinice Warckie. From a very tender age she stood
out because of her love of prayer, work, obedience, and also her sensitivity to the
poor. At the age of seven she had already felt the first stirrings of a religious vocation.
Helen made her first Holy Communion at the age of nine, which was very profound
moment in her awareness of the presence of the Divine Guest within her soul. She
attended school for three years. After finishing school, she wanted to enter the
convent, but her parents would not give her permission. Being of age at16, Helen left
home and went to work as a housekeeper in Aleksandrów, Lodi, and Ostrówek in
order to find the means of supporting herself and of helping her parents.
Continued...

O my Jesus, each of Your
saints reflects one of
Your virtues; I desire to
reflect Your compassionate heart, full of
mercy; I want to glorify
it. Let Your mercy,
O Jesus, be impressed
upon my heart and soul
like a seal, and this will
be my badge in this and
the future life.
(Diary, 1242)
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Helen joins Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy
Helen never lost her desire for a religious vocation. After being called during a vision of the Suffering Christ, she
entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy on August 1, 1925, and took the name Sr. Maria
Faustina of the Most Blessed Sacrament. She lived in the Congregation for thirteen years in several religious
houses. She spent time at Krakow, Plock and Vilnius, where she worked as a cook, gardener, and porter.
Externally nothing revealed her rich mystical interior life. She zealously performed her tasks and faithfully observed
the rule of religious life. She was recollected and at the same time very natural, serene, and full of kindness and
disinterested love for her neighbor. Although her life was apparently insignificant, monotonous and dull, she hid
within herself an extraordinary union with God.
It is the mystery of the Mercy of God which she contemplated in the word of God as well as in the everyday activities
of her life that forms the basis of her spirituality. The process of contemplating and getting to know the mystery of
God's mercy helped develop within Sr. Maria Faustina the attitude of child-like trust in God as well as mercy toward
her neighbors.
Sister Faustina was a faithful daughter of the Church which she loved like a Mother and the Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ. Conscious of her role in the Church, she cooperated with God's mercy in the task of saving lost souls. At the
specific request of and following the example of the Lord Jesus, she made a sacrifice of her own life for this very
goal. In her spiritual life she also distinguished herself with a love of the Eucharist and a deep devotion to the Mother
of Mercy

The Secretary of God's Mercy
The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Maria Faustina as the Apostle and
"Secretary" of His Mercy, so that she could tell the world about His
great message, which Sr. Faustina recorded in a diary she titled
Divine Mercy in My Soul. In the Old Covenant He said to her:
"I sent prophets wielding thunderbolts to My people. Today I am
sending you with My mercy to the people of the whole world.
I do not want to punish aching mankind, but I desire to heal it,
pressing it to My Merciful Heart." (Diary, 1588)
In an extraordinary way, Sr. Maria Faustina's work sheds light on
the mystery of the Divine Mercy. It delights not only the simple and
uneducated people, but also scholars who look upon it as an
additional source of theological research. The Diary has been
translated into more than 20 languages, including, English, German,
Italian, Spanish, French, Portuguese, Arabic, Russian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovak, Polish, Castilian, Brazilian, Vietnamese, Korean, Chinese, Swedish, Ukrainian, Dutch and Japanese.
Sister Maria Faustina, consumed by tuberculosis and by innumerable sufferings which she accepted as a voluntary
sacrifice for sinners, died in Krakow at the age of just 33 on October 5, 1938, with a reputation for spiritual maturity
and a mystical union with God. The reputation of the holiness of her life grew as did the cult to the Divine Mercy and
the graces she obtained from God through her intercession. In the years 1965-67, the Investigative Process into her
life and heroic virtues was undertaken in Krakow and in the year 1968, the Beatification Process was initiated in
Rome. The latter came to an end in December 1992.
On April 18, 1993 our Holy Father, John Paul II raised St. Faustina to the glory of the altars. She was
canonized on April 30, 2000. St. Maria Faustina's remains rest at the Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in
Krakow-Lagiewniki.

The month of April is dedicated to

The Eucharist and the Holy Spirit
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Gospel Reading
John 20:19-31
Thomas believes because he sees Jesus.
Background on the Gospel Reading
The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the
disciples on several occasions after they discovered
that his tomb was empty. Part of the mystery of Jesus’
Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as
a spirit but in bodily form. The bodily form was not one
that the disciples recognized though. In John’s Gospel,
Mary of Magdala does not recognize that the figure
standing before her is Jesus until he speaks to her. In
Luke’s Gospel the disciples who meet Jesus on the
road to Emmaus do not recognize him until he breaks
bread with them. The resurrected Jesus had a physical
presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognize Jesus
unless he allowed them to. His resurrected body,
nonetheless, showed the marks of his crucifixion.
From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see
that in his resurrected body, Jesus seems to be free of
physical constraints. He appears to the disciples
despite the fact that the doors were locked.
Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and
the gift of the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he
has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” During the meeting, Jesus also shows the
ntegral connection between forgiveness of sins and
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today: We are called to believe without seeing.
In fact, all Christians after the first witnesses have
been called to believe without seeing. Thomas’s doubt
is hardly surprising; the news of Jesus’ appearance
was incredible to the disciples who had seen him
crucified and buried. Thomas’s human nature compelled him to want hard evidence that the Jesus who
appeared to the disciples after his death was indeed
the same Jesus who had been crucified. Thomas is
given the opportunity to act on that desire. He is our
witness that Jesus is really risen.
Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that
has preceded us, beginning with Thomas and the first
disciples. Through Baptism we receive the same Holy
Spirit that Jesus brought to the first disciples. We are
among those who are “blessed” because we
believe without having seen.

781-449-3744
In compliance with directives from local and
federal government officials, the Religious Education program has ended classes for the remainder
of this semester, which would have ended on
April 8.
Lesson plans and resources for faith formation have
been sent to all of our families.
We encourage everyone, to please spend some time
in prayer each day, personally and as a family. Pray
the rosary and/or read from Scripture. Watch Catholic
TV as they broadcast the Mass daily and have wonderful family programming.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
First, we wish you peace and happiness during this
Easter season, particularly this year. Difficult times
often bring out the best in people, as it did with this
year’s Lenten Mission.
Even with everyone sheltering at home and the
church closed, you were very generous during
these trying times. Because of your incredible
generosity, and with donations still coming in,
we are sending over ten boxes of product to Haiti,
sponsoring at least four students at a three year
trade school, building homes for two deserving
families, and providing significant financial
assistance to the hospital. Haiti is in lock down and
anticipating COVID 19 related deaths similar to Italy
and China. Literally every penny of your donations
will be used to save lives in Haiti.
We cannot express in words the many thanks or
gratitude from the recipients of your kindness. You
are changing lives in Haiti. We have so much for
which to be grateful, including being part of
St. Joseph’s Parish. On behalf of the Justice and
Peace Committee, thank you for your continued
generosity.
Michael Gillis.

We are asking the help of all our Parishioners who
use their offertory envelopes…
If you're able, please deposit your envelope through the
mail slot in the Rectory door at the May Street side or
mail them to:
St. Joseph Parish
1382 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA 02492.
As you all know, this
is the primary way
that we fund our
Parish.
Thank you for your cooperation and please consider
signing up for ON-LINE GIVING, as we all deal with
these extraordinary circumstances.
May God keep you all.

In order to enhance our communication with our Parishioners during this difficult time, St. Joseph’s has implemented the Flocknote system to better manage email
and text messages to parishioners. For those who
registered in the parish within the past four years, your
email has already been added to Flocknote. The first
St. Joseph email was sent to 600 parishioners last
weekend.
For those whose email we do not have on file, signing
up is easy to do by clicking the Flocknote Button on the
parish website home page or by going to the URL:
https://stjosephparish21.flocknote.com/Parishioners
Enter your first name (include both first names for
couples), last name, email and mobile phone number.
You may unsubscribe from Flocknote at any time.
Thank you.
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THE PARISH OFFICE IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

