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SAINT JOSEPH PARISH—PASTOR’S CORNER

Dear Friends:
For a few days during Easter Week, I was blessed to attend the Easter Seminar for Priests, held at Arnold Hall in
Pembroke. This annual seminar is sponsored by Opus Dei for diocesan priests and is usually attended by about
fifty brother priests. This year, the seminar was led by Dr. John Bergsma, Professor of Theology at Franciscan
University of Steubenville. His topic was “The Biblical and Jewish Roots and the Sacraments and the Priesthood”
and he was excellent (see www.johnbergsma.com). Dr. Bergsma served as a Protestant pastor for four years
before entering the Catholic Church in 2001 while pursuing a Ph.D. in Theology from the University of Notre Dame
and so he brings a unique background to a Catholic understanding of the Scriptures and sacraments.
Dr. Bergsma presented four talks to us and from them I received a deeper and renewed appreciation of the gift of
the Holy Eucharist as the fulfillment of the Jewish Passover and the deepest expression of God’s covenant love
given to the Israelites. The Eucharist is no simple memorial meal (as understood by most Protestant traditions) but
rather a full participation in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Scriptures attest to this truth (read
John chapter 6!). It was also good to be with brother priests again, particularly after months of Covid separation.
Not only did we study together, but we also prayed, ate and had some fun.
It is unfortunate that too many Catholics do not have an understanding or acceptance of the Real Presence: that
the Eucharist is truly the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord. Too many Catholics aren’t attending Mass
on a regular basis (other than for pandemic-related reasons). Here at St. Joseph’s, we are a Eucharistic parish,
centering all of our parish and school life on the Lord’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist. He is our source of life
and strength! Among our various relationships, we all also need a supportive community of friends who share our
faith and values in a secular culture. The Lord gathered a community around him and I hope that you and I can do
the same, as we strive to lead good and faithful lives.
“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me
will never thirst.’” John 6:35
God bless,
Father Bryan

Prayer to Saint JosephPope Francis
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Evangelization
April 18 ~
Third Sunday of Easter
Jesus asks the disciples in today’s gospel, and
he asks us, "Why are you troubled?” Along with
the disciples, you too may be thinking, “Haven’t
you seen the terrible things that have been happening” over the past year? Jesus responded to
his frightened disciples that they were not to stay
in the upper room – that place of fear and confusion. Rather Jesus sent his disciples out into the
world. Many things have caused discouragement
and fear for us - his current day disciples, yet
these things give us even more reason to rely on
Christ. What holds you back from sharing the
good news? Take time this week to reflect on
this gospel. How will you be a witness of Christ’s
saving love?

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH

Reminder for grade 10 students: Please return your Confirmation Information Sheets.
Looking ahead: The Crowning of Mary will take place after the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday, May 9.
Please join us for Mass and this beautiful devotion to our Blessed Mother.
Though the Religious Education Office remains closed, Melissa Harrigan, Director for Gr. K-6 and Debbie Coyle,
Coordinator for Gr. K-11 can be reached via their emails
mharrigan@saintjoes.com and dcoyle @saintjoes.com

Join the Knights of Columbus for an Easter
Season Holy Hour
Please join us on Thursday evening,
April 29th at 7:30 PM via Zoom and
face to face in St. Joseph lower
church for an Easter Holy Hour, led
by Fr. Joseph Kim. As the pandemic
continues to impair some's ability to
gather safely we are offering this Holy Hour both
virtually and face to face for those who are comfortable
with it. The hour will include Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, an Easter reflection by Fr. Joseph, and
prayer and adoration.
We ask that you invite friends and family to join you in
this hour of prayer with the Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy
Council of the Needham Knights of Columbus.

Please no church food donations...

See details and get the Zoom link at
www.needhamkofc.org.

In a special collaborative event, St. Joseph Parish in
Needham, and St. Susanna Parish in Dedham, will
host a Zoom presentation by Jeannine Hill Fletcher,
Th.D., entitled Facing Racism, Rooted in Faith.
Professor Hill Fletcher will explore ways in which
Catholics might join with other people of faith and
conviction to address the racism that continues to
threaten our nation. The evening’s talk will present
an opportunity to learn more about the difficult history
of Catholic entanglement in racism in order to move
forward in the future. We will consider the theological
resources woven within Catholic tradition that might
support anti-racist practices as expressions rooted in
our faith.

Friday, April 23
Knights of Columbus say
Thank You with a FREE
Music Bingo Night
Please join us via Zoom on April 23rd for a free
evening of Music Bingo! The Needham community
has been so very generous to our many drives and
fundraisers during COVID that we want to offer a
small thank you with this free night of family fun and
prizes! It's easy to play and a great way to spend a
Friday evening. Details including the registration link
are at www.needhamkofc.org.

Please do not leave donations of food in the
church. The Needham Community Council is not
accepting food donations from individuals, but on
their website, needhamcouncil.org, they have
many ways you can help.

“Facing Racism,
Rooted in Faith”
April 28 at 7:00 PM.

Professor Hill Fletcher is a Professor of Theology at
Fordham University and a board member of the social
justice organization, the Northwest Bronx community
and Clergy Coalition - an intergenerational, multiracial, multi-religious group organizing to address social justice issues in New York City and beyond. She
is the author of three books that examine the intersectional realities of religious diversity. Her most recent
is The Sin of White Supremacy; Christianity, Racism
and Religious Diversity in America. The Zoom link can
be found on the parish website.
For more info contact:
Ellen Benoit ebenoit73@verizon.net or
Pat Ferrone patferrone@gmail.com

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
Saint Joseph School
Walkway to the Future”

As you know, St. Joseph along with all the other
parishes throughout the Archdiocese have begun the
annual Archdiocese of Boston Catholic Appeal
campaign. Each year, the Catholic Appeal provides
the faithful with a way to help support the ministries
that support our parishes, our schools, and our communities. This is our Church, and every gift makes a
difference. Please consider making your gift today by
visiting bostoncatholicappeal.org or by scanning the
QR code above. Your gift has an immediate impact on
our parish and the work of our Church.
Thank you for your generosity.

The final date for purchasing an
engraved brick will be Friday,
April 30th, 2021.
This is the last chance to leave a legacy. We invite
families, alumni, parishioners, and friends of Saint
Joseph School to become a permanent part of our
school by purchasing a commemorative brick to
recognize a student, teacher, family, alumni,
or business in our community.
4x8 bricks are $150, 8x8 bricks are $300, and there
will be a limited amount of 16x16 arrays for $1,000
each.
For more information or to
order your brick today,
please visit our school
website
www.saintjoes.com, then
choose Support Us, and
scroll down to Brick Walkway to the Future.

Golf Tournament

St. John’s Seminary

The 29th Annual Pope St. John XXIII National
Seminary Golf Tournament is scheduled for
Monday, May 24th, at The Weston Golf
Club. This premier charity event is held to
benefit the educational program for the
seminarians. Tuition covers only half the cost of
educating a seminarian and the proceeds from
this tournament will help bridge the gap and keep
the cost of educating them affordable. The $250
player entry includes boxed lunch, 18 holes of
golf with cart, hole in one prizes and a seminary
themed gift.
To register, call Kate Folan at 781-899-5500 or
visit www.psjs.edu

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
The Holy Father’s Intention for
April 2021

Adoration of the Most
Blessed Sacrament

Fundamental Rights

Adoration is held in the lower
church every Friday following
the 6:50 a.m. Mass. Adoration
concludes with Reposition
at 12 noon.

We pray for those who risk their lives while
fighting for fundamental rights under
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and
even in democracies in crisis.

Stewardship
Offertory: Week 41
April 11, 2021

Saturday, April 17
Received

In Church & by mail

$9,264

Online – Weekly

$3,780

Online – Monthly

$591

TOTAL for Week
TOTAL Year to Date

$13,635
$605,664

Goal

Variance

8:30

Fr. Paul MacDonald- Memorial

4:00

William Riley- Memorial

Sunday, April 18
$15,500
$635,500

($ 1,865)
($29,836)

7:30

Paul Monahan- Memorial

9:00

Robert Cole– Memorial

11:00

Steph Kenney– Memorial

Monday, April 19– Patriots Day
6:50

James Tierney– Memorial

Tuesday, April 20
6:50

Julie Ciociola- Memorial

Wednesday, April 21

Thanks to your generosity on Easter Sunday,
we collected a total $12,568 dollars.
As you know, this amount will benefit the Clergy Trust
which cares for the health and well-being of all active
and senior diocesan priest in good standing.

6:50

Joseph J. Thomas Jr.– Memorial

Thursday, April 22
6:50
Brenda Auzenne- Memorial
Friday, April 23
6:50
Clayton Bush- Memorial
Saturday, April 24
8:30

Richard Heavern– Memorial

4:00

Msgr. Francis McGann- Memorial

Sunday, April 25

As you know, the Offertory collection constitute a large
part in the funding for our life and ministry of St. Joseph
Parish. Please prayerfully consider making your participation intentional and sustained, especially through
Online Giving.
Sign up through the parish website
www.stjosephparishneedham.com or by downloading
the app from the Apple or Google store. Or if you prefer,
you could set up a regularly scheduled e-check through
your own bank account.
Thank you for your generous support!

7:30

The People of Saint Joseph Parish

9:00

James Ridge– Memorial

11:00

Paul Sheehy– Memorial

Rose for Life–

Each week roses are placed beside
the tabernacles as reminders to pray
for the unborn.
The week of April 18 roses are donated by :
In Memory of Evelyn Radford, Mildred
McDermott, Joseph and Mary Harrigan, and
Rhea and Ulrik Messier
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish website
at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access or have a
question, please contact the Parish Office at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office………….. 781-444-0245
Parish Office Hours….. Mon– Fri 8am to 4pm
…………………………… Fax: 781-444-7713

least six

HOLY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:00 pm

7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

Mailing A
ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e
…………………………... Needham, MA 02492

Daily Mass 6:50 am (Monday to Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

Parish Websitewww.stjosephparishneedham.com

Church Prayer Hours

Religious

781-449-3744

School…………………...….. 781-896-2571
Website………….. www.saintjoes.com

Lower Church
Mon – Fri 6 am to 6 pm
Sat – Sun 9 am to 5 pm

