Saint Joseph Parish- Needham, MA
April 12, 2020– Easter Sunday

Father Peter, Deacon Bob, and
the Staff of Saint Joseph Parish,
wish everyone a Happy Easter

!
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Easter
The Easter Vigil is the "Mother of All Vigils."Easter Sunday, then,
is the greatest of all Sundays, and Easter Time is the most
important of all liturgical times. Easter is the celebration of the
Lord's resurrection from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to
the Father and sending of the Holy Spirit upon the Church. There
are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday to Pentecost. It is
characterized, above all, by the joy of glorified life and the victory
over death, expressed most fully in the great resounding cry of
the Christian: Alleluia! All faith flows from faith in the resurrection: "If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our preaching;
empty, too, is your faith." (1 Cor 15:14)
"What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare
kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of some other kind;…So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown corruptible;
it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious. It is sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual one. So, too,
it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being," the last Adam a life-giving spirit. But the spiritual
was not first; rather the natural and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, earthly; the second
man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly, and as is the heavenly one, so also are the
heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly
one (1 Cor 15:36-37, 42-49).
The octave of Easter comprises the eight days which stretch from the first to the second Sunday. It is a way of
prolonging the joy of the initial day. In a sense, every day of the Octave is like a little Sunday.
The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the "East." The sun which rises in the East,
bringing light, warmth and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is the true Light of the
world. The Paschal Candle is a central symbol of this divine light, which is Christ. It is kept near the ambo
throughout Easter Time, and lit for all liturgical celebrations.

“I was hungry and you gave ME food, I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink, a stranger and you welcomed Me,
naked and you clothed Me, ill and you cared for Me.”
We are all called to see Christ in each other and
respond with love. So far this Lenten season, despite
the coronavirus, you have taken this message to heart
and remembered the people of Haiti.
This is the last weekend that we can accept your
donations of High Protein Bars (10 Grams or more),
Vitamin C lollipops, and toothpaste and toothbrushes.
Financial donations can still be sent into the rectory,
checks made payable to CRUDEM until April 19th.
Thank you for your generosity and may you have
a Blessed Easter Season.
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In compliance with directives from local and federal government officials, the Religious Education
program has ended classes for the remainder of
this semester, which would have ended on April 8.
Lesson plans and resources for faith formation have
been sent to all of our families.
We encourage everyone, to please spend some time
in prayer each day, personally and as a family. Pray
the rosary and/or read from Scripture. Watch Catholic
TV as they broadcast the Mass daily and have wonderful family programming.
We pray for the health and well-being of everyone.

TEMPORARY CHURCH HOURS
Lower Church
MON – FRI
SAT – SUN

6 AM TO 6 PM
9 AM TO 5 PM

TEMPORARILY
CANCELLED

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
TEMPORARILY CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament has
been Temporarily cancelled, following the latest
guidelines from the Archdiocese of Boston,.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS

As we continue to navigate the COVID-19 outbreak, I
want you to know I am thinking of you each day. I
write to you today to update you on our "Off to the
Races" Auction from the Office of Development. Our
number one priority continues to be the safety of our
community, as well as the health and safety of our
fellow citizens. Just as Saint Joseph School continues to educate students in the face of COVID-19, so
to do our essential fundraising efforts, efforts that support critical needs here at school.
As families settle into remote learning and establish
new schedules, we feel it is in the best interest of all to
move the "Off to the Races" auction to a new date. In
keeping with our auction theme, "Off to the Races," we are moving our virtual online event to the
first Saturday in May, May 2, 2020, otherwise
known as Kentucky Derby Day. We are looking forward to bringing our community together for an evening to celebrate all that is good, our students, parents,
faculty, staff, and our wonderful school and parish!
Our hope is that our families will get together via
ZOOM in your best "Derby Attire" and enjoy an evening sipping and bidding in the comfort of your
home. This will be an evening that will bring our families together in solidarity, for it is people like you that
make this school community of ours so special. I am
proud and grateful to be part of it, and I am thankful
for all of you.
More information will be sent out in the weeks to
come. We thank all our sponsors and advertisers to
date who have embraced this new virtual format, and
we look forward to sharing our "Off to the Races" virtual auction program with you. We will begin to share
with you some of the exciting silent and live items
available as well as the always popular teacher experiences offered this year. All items will be available
for preview beginning April 29, 2020.
We look forward to coming together "online" on
May 2, 2020 to celebrate the Saint Joseph School
community and to honor Susan Horne for all that
she has done for our school and parish.
Sincerely,
Mary Beth Cox

We are asking the help of all our Parishioners who
use their offertory envelopes…
If you're able, please deposit your envelope through the
mail slot in the Rectory door at the May Street side or
mail them to:
St. Joseph Parish
1382 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA 02492.
As you all know, this
is the primary way
that we fund our
Parish.
Thank you for your cooperation and please consider
signing up for ON-LINE GIVING, as we all deal with
these extraordinary circumstances.
May God keep you all.

In order to enhance our communication with our Parishioners during this difficult time, St. Joseph’s has implemented the Flocknote system to better manage email
and text messages to parishioners. For those who
registered in the parish within the past four years, your
email has already been added to Flocknote. The first
St. Joseph email was sent to 600 parishioners last
weekend.
For those whose email we do not have on file, signing
up is easy to do by clicking the Flocknote Button on the
parish website home page or by going to the URL:
https://stjosephparish21.flocknote.com/Parishioners
Enter your first name (include both first names for
couples), last name, email and mobile phone number.
You may unsubscribe from Flocknote at any time.
Thank you.
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BAPTISM:

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish
website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access
or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781-444-0245.

(Confession)
3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe c

c or by appointment.

Contact one of the parish
to schedule a date. A
of
months must be allowed between initial contact and the date set. Couples are
attend
this
e.

least six

SCHEDULE
Choir
Eucharistic
Adoration

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am
Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday
Mass.
Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.

Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters.
Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781-444-1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a
respect for life from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the
fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to
11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or
smc1021@aol.com.

