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LITURGICAL (MASS) SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil

4:00 pm

Sunday

8:00 am, 9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Solemn Choir Mass)
12:30 pm (September through June)

Daily Masses

6:50 & 9:00 am (Monday through Friday)
8:30 am (Saturday)

Monsignor Haddad Middle School
James MacDonald, Principal
6 through 8
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We welcome and invite you to our Saint osep Parish Community. If you are a new
is i e ,
please introduce yourself to the priest after Mass. o register, please visit our website or call the parish office.

St Joseph Parish
Dear brothers and sisters,
Happy Easter to all! May the glory of the Risen Christ inspire in us renewed faith and hope in his victory!
As a sign of our baptismal participation in the life of the Risen Lord, the newly-blessed paschal candle is
standing near our baptismal font. The large, beautifully decorated candle was blessed during the dramatic start of the Easter Vigil, when the new fire was kindled and the candle, newly lighted, was carried
in procession through the church. The darkness is driven away by the flame, which we proclaimed to be
Lumen Christi, the “Light of Christ.”
The word “Paschal” refers to our Jewish roots, namely to the Passover or “Pesach.” If the first disciples
didn’t fully understand the meaning of Jesus’ words and actions until after Easter, from the perspective
of the resurrection, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they began to see new meaning in what he did
and said. Looking back, it was natural for them to reflect on the meaning of the Lord’s life, death and resurrection in light of their own Jewish scriptures. And it was natural for them to hear echoes of Jesus in
the greatest story of liberation in the whole of the scriptures: the Passover and flight from Egypt.
For the early believers, as indeed for us, Christ is our Passover Lamb. As the
Passover lamb is to be spotless (Exodus 12:5), so is the sinless Lord. As the
lamb’s blood on the wooden doorframe saved those inside the house from
death, so the blood of the Lamb of God on the wood of the cross saves those
who believe. And at the very same time that the Passover lambs are being ritually slaughtered in the temple, Jesus is slain on the cross (John 18:28,
18:39, 19:42).
This is why we speak of the death and resurrection of the Lord as the
“Paschal” mystery. As we sang in the magnificent hymn of praise (the
“Exsultet”) at the beginning of the Easter Vigil: “These, then, are the feasts of
Passover, on which is slain the Lamb, whose blood anoints the doorpost of
believers.”
The Exsultet, (Latin for “Let them rejoice!”) was chanted in the traditional mode. The text is an ancient
one and, although it appears in various versions, it seems to have been fixed in its present state between the 5th and 7th centuries. In some churches, there had been the custom of an “Exsultet scroll.”
These scrolls were beautifully and richly decorated and, as the deacon chanted the text and the scroll
was unwound in front of the congregation, the people could see the scenes which adorned the text.
The Exsultet text itself, one of the most beautiful in the Catholic liturgy, is a recital, in the style of a hymn
of praise, for God’s work of salvation through the ages. The images are rich and powerful. The one that
always strikes me is the reference to “the pillar of fire” (in the Book of Exodus) that led the people of Israel through the desert and, ultimately, dry-shod through the Red Sea to the freedom of the Promised
Land. In the moment of chanting that verse, the tall paschal candle stands, literally, as a pillar of fire in
our midst. The sense of drama is intense, but fleeting. I’m always reluctant to hear the magnificent
Exsultet – sung only once a year at the beginning of the Easter Vigil - come to its conclusion. Yet, the
text launches us into that Easter joy which is the hallmark of our faith:
Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven; Exult, let Angel ministers of God exult;
Let the trumpet of salvation sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal King,
Let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed with the lightning of his glory,
Let this holy building shake with joy, filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.
In the famous words of St. Augustine, “We are an Easter people and ‘Alleluia!’ is our song.” Easter
blessings upon you all!
Rev. David C. Michael, Pastor

Needham, MA

A Day of
Celebration…!
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION REGISTRATION
2018 - 2019
Registration for the 2018-2019 Religious Education
program began on March 25. The fee is $70 dollars per
child, with a cap of $230. After June 1 tuition is $80 per
child with a Family cap of $250.

In Eastern Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches on
Easter, Christians greet each other with cries of "Christ is
risen!" and respond "Indeed He is risen!" Over and over,
they sing a hymn of celebration:

Please go to the Parish website and click on Religious
Education for the link to the registration form.

Christ is risen from the dead By death He
conquered death And to those in the graves.
He granted Life!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
781-449-3744

In Roman Catholic churches, the Alleluia is sung for the first
time since the beginning of Lent. As St. John
Chrysostom reminds us in his famous Easter Homily,
our fast is over; now is the time for celebration.

FIRST EUCHARIST INSTRUCTION ON THE MASS
Saturday, April 7, 10 am
Lower Church

All children receiving First Eucharist in May are asked to
attend with an adult.

PARISH SCHOOL NEWS

CONFIRMATION PAPERS

ST. JOSEPH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MONSIGNOR HADDAD MIDDLE SCHOOL

Grade 10

You should have received Confirmation papers which
need to be completed and returned at
the Youth Mass on April 8.

YOUTH MASS AND CLASSES
Sunday, April 8, 5 PM

All high school students are invited to join us for the 5 pm
Mass in the upper church. Grade 9 and 10 students are
expected to be in attendance and sit with their facilitators.
Please arrive no later than 4:50 pm so that we can begin
Mass on time. Pizza and class will follow for grades 9 and
all those assigned to the make-up class.

KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 FAMILIES
Please provide your child’s baptismal certificate to the
Religious Education office.

FINAL CLASSES
ALL GRADES
April 8 through 11
All Religious Education classes will be completed by April
11, 2018. Please join us in thanking our generous
catechists and volunteers for their dedication.

5th grade happenings:
On Friday, March 23rd, as part of the Fifth Grade Leadership
Program, students participated in a service project. Students
and their families all purchased materials to aid in the project,
and with the help of teachers and many parent volunteers,
made approximately 60 blankets to donate to the children of
Franciscan Hospital in Brighton. It was wonderful to see all
of the fifth-grade students working together to make a
difference in the life of a child.
Monsignor Haddad Middle School recently had the honor of
being featured in the latest installment of The Pilot's series
Forming the Future series.
Writer Mark Labbe focused on Exploratory Week, the week in
May dedicated to taking learning beyond the classroom. The
8th grade Explores DC, the seventh grade Explores
Philadelphia and Gettysburg, and sixth grade Explores
Boston. Please see the included insert for the full article.

ROSE FOR LIFE
Each week roses are placed beside the tabernacles as reminders
to pray for the unborn.
This week, the roses are donated by The Payer Family, Carol
and David Cowles in memory of Tom and Jean Digan.

EASTER SUNDAY
SUPPORTING
SAINT JOSEPH PARISH
INCREASED SUNDAY OFFERTORY
AND GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
These are the principal ways that we fund our parish’s life
and ministry. This year, our need is greater as our
expenses have increased. If you have not yet had the
chance to do so, please consider increasing your weekly
offertory gift and making a contribution to our Grand
Annual Collection. Your support for all our parish
endeavors is greatly appreciated.

Saturday, March 31
Holy Saturday

Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday

Monday, April 2

ONLINE GIVING
Online Giving allows
you to make
contributions to the parish without writing checks or
worrying about cash donations, and it allows the parish to
manage monthly expenses based on consistent support.
To start: 1. Visit www.stjosephparishneedham.com. 2.
Click on the Online Giving Link, and 3. Click on the
Create New Account link. 4. Please include your envelope
number in your profile.

PARISH REGISTRATION
Please remember to register at the parish, as well, by
going online or calling the parish office at 781-444-0245.

6:50
9:00

Clara Clements —–Memorial
Muriel Mercer —–Memorial

Tuesday, April 3
6:50
9:00

John Covel —–Memorial
Joseph Harrigan —–Memorial

6:50
9:00

Barbara Sullivan —–Memorial
Kevin Cyr —–Memorial

6:50
9:00

Peter May —–Memorial
Cecilia Coyle —–Memorial

6:50
9:00

Rocco Aprea —–Memorial
Timothy F. Ryan —–Memorial

Wednesday, April 4

Thursday, April 5

Friday, April 6

Saturday, April 7

EASTER COLLECTION

Clergy Health & Retirement Trust
Our only collection for Easter Sunday will support the

retirement, medical, and financial needs of the priests of
the Archdiocese of Boston. Our priests have given their

lives to faithfully serve Christ and the Church. You have
always been generous, and we are grateful. Checks should
be made payable to St. Joseph Parish and the memo line
notation should read Clergy Health & Retirement Trust.

ST. JOSEPH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
MONSIGNOR HADDAD MIDDLE SCHOOL

Have you ever considered Catholic education for
your child?
St. Joe’s Elementary (full day pre-k – gr. 5) and
Monsignor Haddad Middle School (gr. 6- 8) in
Needham have limited openings still available and are
accepting applications for the 2018-19 school year. Visit
our website www.saintjoes.com or call 781-449-0133 to
register for a tour, meet the principals, and learn why
our students are thriving!

8:30
4:00

Maria and Carlos Clavell —–Memorial
David Campagna and Stephen Manzon—–Memorial

Sunday, April 8
8:00
9:30
11:00
12:30
5:00

Kathryn Kane —— Anniversary
Daniel Julien —— First Year Anniversary
Maurice and Mary Kennedy —–Memorial
The People of St. Joseph Parish
Youth Mass

DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

Sunday, April 8

Next Sunday at 3 pm we will observe Divine Mercy Sunday
here at St. Joseph Church. Please join us for Exposition
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, for prayer and
reflection, and for the recitation of the Chaplet on this
Sunday dedicated to the mercy of the Risen Lord.

Please note that the Holy Hour of Divine Mercy Sunday
does not include the celebration of Sunday Mass.

April 1, 2018
WINGS SPRING PROGRAM
THE BEATITUDES: THE KEYS TO GOD’S KINGDOM
OF PEACE
Join us on Wednesday, April 4, as we present Sue Gormley ,
a Pastoral Associate at the St. Anne-St. Catherine
Collaborative .
Sue Gormley will discuss what Jesus meant when he gave
this teaching 2000 years ago and what these words mean
for us today.
“Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be
comforted...Blessed are the pure of heart, for they will see
God.” Matthew 5:4, 8
WINGS (Women In God’s Spirit) meets Wednesdays from
9:45 to 11:30 am in the Linse Room. Our theme for 2017-18
is Finding God's Peace in a Chaotic World.

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH SCHOOLS
SPRING SOIREE 2018
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2018
NEEDHAM TOWN HALL
Join us for a fun filled evening at a historic venue. The Saint
Joseph Parish Schools community will be gathering at
Needham Town Hall to socialize while raising money for our
beloved schools.

Justice and Peace Committee

NEEDHAM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
FUNDRAISER
Saturday April 28th at 6:00 PM
Join us for a night of fun to benefit the education fund set
up for the children of Jenny and Matthew Ching. This
event is especially near to our hearts, as we remember
Jenny's tragic passing earlier this year.
Hosted by Boston sports media personality Mike "Sarge"
Riley. All ticket sales for this event are in
advance. Admission is $25 which includes a light buffet,
prizes, plus a cash bar will be available. Tickets MUST be
pre-purchased by contacting Chris Kent at
wck02494@gmail.com or Beth & Bob Timmerman at
rtimmerman1021@yahoo.com. More details are available
at www.needhamkofc.org. Tickets will not be sold at the
door the night of the event. Please buy your tickets

early, this event is sure to be sold out.

ROSE FOR LIFE
Each week roses are placed beside the tabernacles as reminders
to pray for the unborn.
This week, the roses are donated by The Payer Family, Carol
and David Cowles in memory of Tom and Jean Digan.

This spring our Justice & Peace group will
continue our traditional ministry of preparing
and serving a meal at Rosie’s Place, a refuge for
homeless women in Boston. We will sponsor
the cost of an afternoon meal ($350) on
Saturday, April 14, and bring ten volunteers to
cook and serve dinner in Rosie’s kitchen from 3
to 5:30 PM.
If you would like to contribute, you can give
cash or write a check payable to St. Joseph parish with
Rosie’s Place on the memo line. Place your donation in an
envelope labeled Rosie’s Place and drop it in the collection
basket at Mass or in the rectory mail slot by April 8.
To join us in preparing and cooking the meal, contact
Priscilla Cahn at prisc_need@yahoo.com or 781-444-1163 or
Phyllis Mays at maysp@rcn.com or 781-453-0051. We will
meet at 2 PM on Saturday, April 14, in the school parking
lot, and will return by 6:30 PM.

THE HOLY FATHER’S
PRAYER INTENTION FOR APRIL
Please remember Pope Francis’s intention
in prayer through the month of April
For Those who have Responsibility in Economic Matters

That economists may have the courage to reject any
economy of exclusion and know how to open new
paths.
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Schedule
Choir

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass.
The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:30 pm on Wednesdays and sings at the 11 am Sunday Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.
Adoration Please call Michelle Ardini at 781-449-6048 for more information.
Justice
& Peace

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner-city schools, parishes, and shelters. Yearly projects
include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree. For additional information, please contact
Priscilla Cahn at 781-444-1163 or prisc_need@yahoo.com.

Novena

The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.

Prayer
Line

This phone network of people will join with you to pray for special needs. Please call Sr. Eileen Galvin
at 617-943-4002 with your prayer line request.

Prayer
Meeting

The prayer group meets at 7:30 pm on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month in the Linse
Room. Please call Jack Gurkin at 781-444-6026 for further information.

Rosary

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a respect for life
from conception until natural death.

Wings

Wings is a faith-enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6-week sessions in the fall, the winter,
and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 11:30 am in the Linse Room.
Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781-449-1928 or smc1021@aol.com.

